
Minutes of the Burke Conservation Commission
  October 15, 2014 (draft)

Present: Hank Butler, Sue Leskin, Mark Maghini, Cathie Wheeler, 
Michelle Green, Chris Manges, Joan Harlowe

Absent: Elise Lawson, Kevin Mack

Guests: Kerry O'Brien and Ben Copans of the Caledonia County Natural 
Resources Conservation District

Minutes of the September meeting were approved, with one 
correction:  in addition to Elise Lawson and Mark Maghini,  Michelle Green 
and Hank Butler also attended the CCNRCD annual meeting in September.

CCNRCD: Storm Water Master Planning:   Ben and Kerry reported that 
thanks to a grant from the ANR's Ecosystem Restoration Program,  they are 
studying several aspects of Dishmill Brook:  water quality, flooding in 
Lyndonville, and road erosion.  

Kerry has met with Al Duey, about the importance that new bylaws include 
wide buffers.  She  plans to meet with the Selectboard to discuss the work 
on Dishmill Brook.  Mark will talk with Al about wider buffers on the East 
Branch.

Kerry has met with the Burke road crew about dealing with flooding, 
erosion and bank armoring.  The Better Back Roads Program has funding 
available for Burke, Concord and Newark for road inventory.

Will Ware would like to have the section of Bumps Road that is now closed 
in winter permanently closed as it is difficult to maintain.

Land Conservation update: Cathie reported that the School Board voted 
not to give up the land at this time.  She has not been able to reach the 
Hayden family. 

Projects for 2015:  Possible projects include: Monitoring water quality on 
Dishmill Brook, with guidance from Ben.  Reaching out to teachers at the 
school about possible ways to use the school land for educational activities.  
Outreach -- brochures on various subjects such as invasive, habitat 
fragmentation.



Annual Meeting of the Association of Conservation Commissions 
on November 1 in Montpelier.  Mark will attend; all are invited.

Next Meeting: November 12

Respectfully submitted,

Joan Harlowe


