
Conservation Commission 

Meeting Minutes Oct 21, 2015 

Present:  Sue Leskin, Michelle Green, Kevin Mack, Hank Butler, Mark Maghini, Cathie Wheeler 

Absent:  Chris Manges, Elise Lawson, Joan Harlowe 

!
1.  Meeting minutes from Sept. meeting approved 

2. Future programming opportunities for the Conservation Commission 

a. Support special guest speakers at the Burke Clubhouse 

i. Eg.  Elise to talk about her experience with wolves;  a state biologist to 
talk about animals in the Kingdom, etc. 

Next step:  ask Elise if she would be interested in an early 2016 
presentation. 

3. No new news on the removal of the dam in East Burke. 

4. Water Quality Sampling 

a. We are done collecting for the season.  We carried out five samplings this year 
and one sample during a rain event.  We are awaiting final results. 

5. Phragmites Removal Project 

a. Hank attended the removal in September.   

b. Roughly 1/3 of the site still contains this invasive plant. 

c. Hank reported Japanese Knotweed, another invasive plant, was also found at 
the site. 

d. A follow-up treatment is to take place the summer of 2016-possibly September.  
Chris Smith of the USF&WS’ Partners for Fish & Wildlife is our contact. 

6. Organizational Changes 

a. We discussed several individuals whom we should reach out to discuss their 
joining the conservation commission. 

b. Hank suggested Kevin, current Vice-Chair, or Elise consider taking over the 
chairmanship of the Commission upon Mark’s stepping down. 

c. Mark plans to step down as Chair at the end of the year but will remain a 
commissioner. 

d. The Commission will plan a vote for his replacement 

7. Land Protection-Stewardship 

a. We need to see if a map of the town showing parcels and the network of 
Kingdom Trails is available.  Kevin will ask Elise. 



b. Hank suggested we look into securing American Elm seedlings for riparian 
landowners as a way of reaching out to them and to promote riparian plantings 
and the reestablishment of this iconic American species.  Hank will learn more 
about how and if the plants can be purchased. 

8. Open Discussion 

a. Kevin asked what happened to the town sending out meeting minutes and 
meeting agendas through the list serve?


