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TOWN OF BURKE 
212 SCHOOL STREET 

WEST BURKE, VERMONT 05871 
467-3717 PHONE - 802-467-8623 FAX 

burke@burkevermont.org 
 

November 6, 2017 - 5:00 P.M. 
 

 
PRESENT: Christine Emmons, Darryel Corrow, Joe Allard, Dave Kaufman, Travis Corey, 
Desiree Hertz, Chris Manges, James Bentley, John Kresser, Rick Hackett, Amy, Paul Costello 
 

PUBLIC HEARING: TOWN PLAN 
Burke Town Clerk’s Office 

 
 
Christine opened the Public Hearing for the Town Plan.  She explained the purpose of the 
meeting then asked James Bentley, Chair of the Planning Commission, to give a brief 
overview of the changes to the new updated Town Plan. 
 
Christine asked for comments or concerns from the audience.  There were none.  Darryel 
made a motion to approve the new Town Plan as presented with the requested changes.  Joe 
seconded.  All in favor.  Mr. Bentley said the next thing the Planning Commission will do is 
send the revised copy of the By-Laws and to call a public hearing for that also.  A date for that 
meeting will be set at a later date.  Public Hearing closed. 
 

SELECTMEN’S MEETING 
Burke Town Clerk’s Office 

 
Christine opened the Selectmen’s meeting.  They reviewed the minutes from the October 6, 
meeting. Joe made a motion to accept the minutes as submitted, Darryel seconded.  All in 
favor. 
 
ROAD FOREMAN REPORT –  Dave brought the Board up to date on what he and the road 
crew had done over the last month.  The trucks are all ready for any upcoming winter storms.  
The rain storms have caused a lot of damage and washouts on the roads and they have been 
busy getting those roads back into shape.  They have also cleaned out culverts and hauled a 
lot of gravel. He has been trying to get a grant to do repairs on the Burke Hollow.  He is also 
trying to get a grant through the Better Back Road Program for a project on the Pinkham Road. 
 
Dave has asked the Board for approval to purchase a pickup broom for the loader.  He said 
the cost is $19,500.  The Board will consider that when they are working on the new budget.  
He would also like to purchase a leaf blower attachment for the tractor.  He presented the 
Board with some statistics to show that it would be cost effective.  The cost of the leaf blower is 
$5,500.  He said that it would pay for itself in just a few days.  There is a small balance in the 
equipment replacement fund that he could use.  Joe made a motion to purchase the leaf 
blower, seconded by Darryel.  All in favor. 
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Dave told the Board he would like to put a policy in place for ice storms and wet snow stating 
that all Town Trucks cannot leave the shop without chains on for safety reasons.  He asked the 
for the Boards support on this policy.  All were in favor. 
 
He told the Board that he has been contacted by the State to let him know that they plan on 
doing a bridge audit soon. 
 
He asked the Board if a resident put in a culvert, was it up to the Town to maintain it.  Darryel 
told him no it should not be the Town’s responsibility. 
 
Christine told the Board that she has been in contact with Michele Eynon and she would like to 
put the culvert and repairs to her driveway on Burke Hill on hold until Spring.  Dave said that 
he has been keeping an eye on run off to be sure there is no more damage to her drive. 
  
VISITORS:  Desiree Hertz came before the Board to bring them up to date on the work that 
has been done on One Burke Task Force Committees.  She stated that after several meetings 
there has been three Task Force committees formed, Education Task Force, Trails and 
Transportation Task Force and Village Revitalization.  She handed out a booklet that was 
created as a result of all the meetings.  The booklet is called “One Burke Community Visit 
Report and Action Plan”, October, 2017.  Produced by the Vermont Council on Rural 
Development in partnership with the Vermont Community Foundation.  These books are 
available in various places including the Town Clerk’s Office.  She brought everyone up to date 
on what each Task Force Committee has been working on.  Christine suggested putting the 
committee meetings minutes on the Web page so that everyone has access to updates.  
 
John Kresser who is chair of the Traffic and Trails Safety Task Force was present to give 
some update on his committee.  One of the biggest issues is at the junction of the Burke 
Hollow Road and East Darling Hill Road as well as at the Jct of 114.  It was discussed that a 
stop sign should be placed on the Burke Hollow Road and some triangular warning signage on 
the road be painted.  The Board felt that it was something that could be done fairly soon.  Dave 
said that he has stop signs in his shop. Christine has contacted someone who does the 
stenciling on the roads which will have to wait until spring to do that but the Stop signs can go 
up now. John also said that the Kingdom Trails are working hard to keep the bikers off the 
roads and these two requests will help a lot.  The Board agreed that the Stop sign should go 
up as soon as possible and the road stenciling with  be done in the spring as soon as they can 
get it done. 
 
Rick Hackett, Cemetery Sexton -  Rick came before the Board and said that Henry Butler of 
the Conservation Commission came to him to see if there was room enough to make paths in 
the Town Forest.  Rick did not feel that there is room enough because of blow downs.  He 
thought the Conservation Commission wanted to clean up the mess so that it could be used in 
the future but they do not want to do the cleanup.  He would like the Board to hire someone to 
do it.  There was no action taken. 
 
CONSTABLE REPORT – No Report.  Christine told the board that some discussion from the 
One Burke meetings was to reinstate the Constable position.  She said that she has talked to 
the Vermont State Police about it and was told that it is nearly impossible for small towns to 
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comply because of  all the State regulations.  If needed the Town can use the State Police or 
the Sheriff’s department.  We do have a contract with the State Police. 
 
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT – Travis Corey, Interim ZA.  Travis said that he is 
taking a lot of phone calls and a couple of permits were issued.  He went to a Zoning workshop 
and felt that he got a lot out of it. 
 
James Bentley told the Board that they have not decided on a permanent Zoning Administrator 
but should have a recommendation by the Selectboard’s December meeting. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS:  The Board reviewed the Errors and Omissions that was presented from 
the Assessor’s office.  These are results from late filings at the State level. 
 
The Board also reviewed the three applicants for the rubbish/recycle driver.  Dakota Masten, 
Lunenburg, Scott Wood, Concord and Gib Aldrich, West Burke.  After some discussion Darryel  
motioned to offer the job to Gib Aldrich.  Christine seconded. All in favor He will start driving on 
the 28th of November.  Dave asked if the Board if Bob can continue to help out in the Highway 
department if needed.  They said that they were fine with that. 
 
Joe told the Board that he would like to hire someone to be responsible for taking the water 
samples as he does not have the time to do it.  Darryel and Christine did not have a problem 
with that. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE:  The Board read a letter from Lynn Norris about the road conditions on 
Sugarhouse.  No action taken. 
 
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:  The Board reviewed the payables and signed the warrants as 
submitted.  
 
With no other business to come before the Board, Christine made a motion to adjourn.  Joe 
seconded. All in favor. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Priscilla Aldrich, cvc, cvt, cmc  
Town Clerk and Treasurer 
 


