
Draft Minutes of Burke Conservation Commission meeting November 18, 2015

Present:  Hank Butler, Sue Leskin, Elise Lawson, Mark Maghini, Chris Manger, Cathie 
Wheeler, Joan Harlowe

Absent: Michelle Green, Kevin Mack

September minutes were approved.

Organizational changes: Mark will continue as chair through December; a new chair 
will take over in January.  The next chair  will be decided at the December meeting.

Town report:  Joan will draft a report and will send it the commission before the 
December meeting.

Night Skiing Hearing:  If approved, night skiing will be Thursdays-Sundays, plus all 
holiday weeks, from 4:00 until 9:00, 65% of the nights in ski season. Night skiing will 
take place on Dashney Mile and (ONE OTHER trail — I need to find that out).

The  Dept of Forests, Parks and Recreation owns the abutting Darling State Forest, and 
stated that the proposed application would not much impact the adjacent state lands.  
The applicant may want to expand the  night skiing area in the future; Act 250 will 
require additional information .

  The meeting was sparsely attended.  The only commission member at the meeting, 
Joan, is now a party  but it is not clear if there will be any further review.  Peter Foukal, 
whose  land abuts the resort, submitted a letter expressing his concern, as an 
astronomer, for light pollution.  Carl Wieland, who lives on the mountain road, 
expressed  concern for increased traffic on the road.  It was unclear if there will be 
further opportunities for comment.

Elise will look up any analysis that was done of the site.

Planning Commission Meeting: Mark attended a meeting focused on buffer by-law 
changes which would bring Burke into compliance with state regulations regarding flood 
plains.  There were few landowners in attendance.  Mark gave us a link to an interactive 
map showing the proposed riparian buffer regulations: http://burkevermont.org/
rivercorridors.php.

Land protection and stewardship  We discussed reaching out to landowners with 
riparian property to promote the desirability of wide buffers and  control of invasive 
species.

Using Al Duey’s map, Elise will create a map of riparian parcels and their owners.  It 
might be possible to get funding for a riparian easement, a narrow  strip along the 
banks.



Other Business:

Hank will look into what the zoning position is on land fills and composting.

Chris talked with Doug Clarner who suggested co-hosting programs at the clubhouse, 
such as films or information meetings.

Chris reported that Kingdom Trails bought and will conserve land in Lyndonville, as 
well as the Weed farm in Sutton.

Next meeting: December 16.

Respectfully submitted

Joan 


