
 

 

Town of Burke 
Development Review Board 

May 8, 2013 
Minutes 

 
Present: Mike Harris, Doug Clarner, Jane Vanslette, Ed Guest, Buddy Machell, Doug Gimler (ZA) and 
Tamara Colten Stevens (staff).  
 
Guests: Mark Daigle, Mike Mathers, Karen and Eric Wilson, Mark Brown and Mike Channon. 
 
Items of action are indicated with a * 
 
The hearing was called to order at 6:05pm. A quorum was determined and the Oath was read. There were 
no conflicts of interest or ex-parte communications disclosed.  
 
Permit #2013-07: Dishmill Forest Products LLC/Mike Mathers, requesting a permit for a tiki bar, to be 
located on his property behind the Pub Outback in East Burke. The Board did a site visit with Mike on 
April 17, 2013. Mike has nothing else to add. Ed looked over the setbacks and all looked good. Parking 
spaces are adequate. The Board has no more questions for Mike.  
 
Buddy motioned to close. Jane seconded the motion. All in favor. The Board will deliberate and the 
applicant will be notified within 45 days of the Board’s decision. 
 
Permit #SD-2013-01: Mark and Jean Daigle, requesting a permit for a subdivision of a 34.3 acre lot on 
Town Highway #9. Lot #1 (7.3 acres with dwelling); Lot #2 (6.7 acres); Lot #3 (5.0 acres) and Lot #4 (15.3 
acres). Mark attended the hearing to discuss his request for a subdivision on his property in AR-II. The first 
subdivision of this property was permitted and completed 3 years ago. He would like to divide his 34.3 acre 
lot into four lots. There is a road (ROW) through the property that will provide access to all of the lots. The 
road is also used by Mike Charron, who purchased three lots from Mark at the time of the first subdivision 
in this location. Mike asked the Board if there could be language required in the lot’s deeds that discusses 
the ROW maintenance and ensures that it will remain passable in perpetuity, regardless of the various 
landowners. At present, Mike and Mark share the maintenance responsibilities for the road. Discussion 
ensued. It was mentioned that there is a ‘Shared Road Clause’ that Mike could look into for his protection.  
 
An email from Matt Langlais, an abutting landowner, was read into the minutes by Mike Harris. Matt’s 
questions and concerns were discussed by the Board and Mark. The property is in the Scenic Conservation 
Overlay area, apparently due to the elevation of the property. There are rules in the Bylaws regarding these 
areas and future purchasers of the land will have to abide by them.  
 
Ed motioned to continue the hearing. Buddy seconded the motion. All in favor. The Board will deliberate 
and let Mark know what else they will need for the hearing on June 12, 2013. 
 
Permit #2013-16: Burke Town School/Mark Brown, requesting a building permit to enclose an entry way 
and build a new ramp at the school. The porch will be extended and part of it will be enclosed. The ramp 
will be rebuilt to code. The fire marshal has been to the location and given his ok on the project. The 
entryway will have lights and be insulated, but will not be heated.  
 
Ed motioned to close. Doug seconded. All in favor.  



 

 

 
Permit #2013-17: Burke Town School/Mark Brown, requesting a building permit to remove and rebuild 
stairs and a retaining wall at the school. The present stairs are made of railroad ties. These will be taken out 
and rebuilt by a contractor with concrete. The fire marshal has given his ok for the project. The elevation 
will be the same, the width will be a little under and they will be a little shorter due to removal of the 
landing which is there at present. Mark had questions about another structure he was interested in building 
on the trails behind the school. Mike advised that since the proposed project was to take place on school 
property it would have to come before the Board with a permit application.  
 
Ed motioned to close. Doug seconded. All in favor.  
 
The minutes from April 10, 2013 were reviewed. Buddy motioned to accept the minutes with one revision.  
Doug seconded the motion. Ed abstained. All in favor. The minutes were approved.  
 
ZA Report 
Doug Gimler had a few questions for the Board regarding smaller building permits and the need for 
applicants to send letters to abutters. (For example, when building a deck). Discussion ensued. Ed’s 
checklist was discussed again as it appears it is indeed necessary in the application packet. Doug G. asked 
the Board about the definition of ‘the front of the property’, for example, and it was determined that this is 
defined by its relation to the road. (The front is the side of the property that is closest to the road).  
 
*Tamara will contact the Town Clerk’s Office regarding having District information (i.e. - AR-I) added to 
the permit applications.  Also, a line asking if the property in question is in the scenic conservation 
overlay area.  
 
*Tamara will draft a letter to Mark regarding the Board’s discussion of his proposed subdivision.  
The meeting was adjourned at 7:30pm.  
 
Doug Gimler’s email address is d_gimler@yahoo.com.  
*Tamara will forward Doug’s email to the Board.  
 
Jane motioned to close the hearing so that the Board could enter Deliberative Session. Ed seconded the 
motion. All in favor. The hearing was closed.  
 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
 
Tamara Colten Stevens 
DRB Clerk 
 
 
 

mailto:d_gimler@yahoo.com

