
  

Town of Burke  
Development Review Board  

June 12, 2013  
Minutes  

  
Present: Mike Harris, Doug Clarner, Jane Vanslette, Ed Guest, Buddy Machell, Frank Cuccia, Doug 
Gimler (ZA) and Tamara Colten Stevens (staff).   
  
Guests: Mark Daigle, Jen Palmieri, David Recchia and Judy Laird.  
  
Items of action are indicated with a *  
  
The hearing was called to order at 6:05pm. A quorum was determined and the Oath was read. There were 
no conflicts of interest or ex-parte communications disclosed.   
  
Permit #SD-2013-01: Mark and Jean Daigle, 3229 Sugarhouse Road, requesting a permit for a subdivision 
of a 34.3 acre lot on Town Highway #9. Lot #1 (7.3 acres with dwelling); Lot #2 (6.7 acres); Lot #3 (5.0 
acres) and Lot #4 (15.3 acres).   
  
Continued from May 8, 2013.  Mike said he had spoken with Mark about the subdivision application and 
suggested he get in touch with the Agency of Natural Resources regarding any concerns they may have 
referencing wildlife, wetlands, etc. Mark spoke with ‘Ellen’ at Forest, Parks and Recreation. She suggested 
he look at their website/tool  www.biofinder.vt.gov. Mark stated that Ellen told him that ANR did not have 
concerns regarding his subdivision. (Kathy Decker from VT Forest, Parks and Recreation has subsequently written 
a letter to the Board and attended the July 10, 2013 meeting of the Board to express her concerns with the minutes as 
they were originally written. Her letter may be viewed at the Town Clerk’s Office).  The Board feels that there may 
be problems when a buyer goes to build a home. Mark brought several printouts from the website to the 
Board for their review. There were no other questions from the Board.   
  
Ed motioned to close the hearing. Buddy seconded. All in favor. The hearing was closed.   
  
Permit #2013-03: Dana and Jennifer Palmieri, 1343 Gaskell Hill Road, West Burke, requesting a variance 
for a shed, to be 24’x 12’ in size. (Though warned as a variance, this permit is more accurately requesting a 
waiver of setbacks for the shed).  
  
Jen Palmieri attended the hearing and stated that she would like to build a shed, to be utilized for toy 
storage and the like, on two of her property’s lot lines. She is requesting a 0’ setback on two sides of the 
shed. The abutting property belongs to her parents; part of it is ‘swamp’ and part is in corn. She does not 
want to build the shed 25’ from the lot line because it will thus be in the ‘middle of her lawn’ and in her 
garden. The property has been ‘grandfathered’ in so setbacks of 25’ are required, rather than 50’. Jen stated 
that she did not have any other choice but to request this waiver; she had considered building a lean-to off 
of the garage, but found that her septic system was there.  
  
Buddy motioned to close the hearing. Doug seconded. All in favor. The hearing was closed.   

Permit #2013-23: David Recchia and Judy Laird, 416 Washburn Road, East Burke, requesting a 
conditional use permit for a garage, to be 32’x 28’ in size.   

http://www.biofinder.vt.gov/
http://www.biofinder.vt.gov/


  
The house is in the scenic overlay and the applicants are asking permission to build a garage that is 892’ 
square feet; 92’ square feet larger than is allowed. The house was built over 25 years ago. The garage will be 
attached to the house and be lower in height than the house. The garage will be the same color as the 
house. The garage will not be visible from neighboring properties or be visible in anyone’s viewshed. The 
applicants presented the Board with drawings of the proposed garage.   
  
Doug motioned to close the hearing. Ed seconded the motion. All in favor. The hearing was closed.    
  
The minutes from May 8, 2013 were reviewed. Buddy motioned to accept the minutes with one revision.  
Doug seconded the motion. All in favor. The minutes were approved.   
  
ZA Report  
Doug Gimler had a few questions for the Board regarding food vendors. Discussion ensued.  (Doug’s 
phone number is 802-535-8778)  
  
The hearing was adjourned at 7:15pm. At this time the Board entered Deliberative Session. During 
discussion of the Palmieri application, the Board determined that they were in need of additional 
information from the applicant before they could make a decision. Buddy motioned to reopen the hearing 
for Permit #2013-03. Doug seconded the motion. All in favor. The hearing was reopened.   
  
*Tamara will draft a letter to the Palmieri’s regarding additional information and will get it to the Board 
for review. The ‘General Plot Plan’ requirements will be sent to them as well.    
  
*Tamara will make certain that the Palmieri’s permit is on the agenda for July and that it is warned 
again.   
  
*Tamara will contact the Town Clerk’s Office regarding having District information (i.e. - AR-I) added to 
the permit applications.  Also, a line asking if the property in question is in the scenic conservation 
overlay area.   
  
  
Respectfully Submitted,   
  
  
  
Tamara Colten Stevens  
DRB Clerk  
  
  
  


