
 

 

Town of Burke 
Development Review Board 

July 10, 2013 
Minutes 

 
Present: Mike Harris, Frank Cuccia, Jane Vanslette, Ed Guest, Doug Gimler (ZA) and Tamara Colten 
Stevens (staff).  
 
Items of action are indicated with a * 
 
The hearing was called to order at 6:05pm.  A quorum was determined and there were no conflicts of 
interest disclosed.  
 
Permit #2013-03: Dana and Jennifer Palmieri, 1343 Gaskell Hill Road, West Burke, requesting a waiver 
of setbacks for a shed, to be 24’x 12’ in size.  
 
The Palmieri’s did not attend the hearing. A certified letter requesting their presence at the continuation of 
their permit application was sent and received by the applicants. The application has been tabled and will 
be continued at the August 14, 2013 meeting of the Board.  
 
*Tamara will draft a letter to be sent to the Palmieri’s, asking them to respond to the Town and indicate 
their intentions regarding their permit application.  
 
Permit #2013-25: Burke Mountain Academy, requesting a conditional use permit for construction of a 
dorm parent apartment and dormitory; 42’x22’ at 15 Pinkham Road, East Burke. 
 
Robert Johnson attended the hearing regarding the conditional use permit application for BMA. Doug G. 
has been working with Robert and has proven very helpful in making the permitting process run smoothly.  
The upstairs bathroom will be a little bigger than originally anticipated. The total of the new space will be 
2130’ square. BMA is using an architect from Stowe and Robert provided drawings of the addition. Gary 
Leach is designing the septic system. The well has been tested for volume and provides 35 gallons per 
minute.  A silt barrier will be put in along Dishmill Brook. Two new parking spaces will be added and the 
driveway will be 12’ wide.  
 
Ed motioned to close the hearing. Frank seconded the motion. All in favor. The hearing was closed.  
 
Kathy Decker from Forest, Parks and Recreation attended the meeting with concerns about the Daigle 
subdivision application approved by the Board at the June hearing.  Kathy sent a letter to the Board with 
her concerns about the wording of the draft minutes, which were received by the Board and subsequently 
revised (see below).  Discussion ensued about how the Board should proceed with future scenic 
conservation overlay and natural resource concerns. Kathy agreed that biofinder is a great tool, but is just 
that and has lots of layers to it regarding wildlife and habitat connectivity, for example. Mike asked if the 
Board could recommend to applicants, when applicable, that they contact the staff of ANR for assistance. 
Kathy said that is a part of their job and folks could absolutely contact them with questions.  
 
Jens Hilke from Fish and Wildlife in Montpelier worked on maps for the Town along with Al Duey and 
Doug G. has a call in to him regarding attending an upcoming meeting.  
 



 

 

The minutes from June 12, 2013 were reviewed. Ed motioned to accept the minutes with revisions Jane 
seconded the motion. All in favor. The minutes were approved with revisions.  
 
*Doug will let the Board know when he hears from Jens and attempt to set up a meeting   
 
Zoning Administrator Report 
Doug had questions for the Board regarding a potential application for an early educational facility/day 
care center request for the Inn at Mountain View Farm and the yurt at the Nordic center on Dashney 
Road. Discussion ensued.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:05pm.  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
 
Tamara Colten Stevens 
DRB Clerk 
 
 
 


