
Town of Burke 
Development Review Board 

September 11, 2013 
Minutes 

 
Present: Mike Harris, Frank Cuccia, Buddy Machell, Ed Guest, Jane Vanslette, Doug Clarner, Charlotte 
Porcelli, Doug Gimler (ZA) and Tamara Colten Stevens (staff).  
 
Items of action are indicated with a * 
 
The hearing was called to order at 6:00pm.  A quorum was determined and there were no conflicts of 
interest disclosed. The oath was read to all visitors.  
 
Permit #2013-11: Jessica Hudson, requesting a building/change of use permit for a 48’x40’ existing barn 
at 1258 Pinkham Road, East Burke, VT. The barn will be utilized as a hostel/inn.  
(Continued from August 14, 2013).  
 
A site visit to the property took place on August 21, 2013 at 7:45pm.  
There will be no color changes to the barn. This will be a seasonal business to be run by Jessi Hudson and it 
will be open from May through October to cater to bikers. The bathhouse will be ADA compliant. The 
Board had several questions regarding the driveway, lighting and hedges and Eric and Jessi addressed their 
concerns. The driveway will have a slope but will be built up and widened, with gravel, and must be ADA 
compliant. The Board had questions about the light on the barn and if it needed to be 26’ up. Eric stated 
that the original light was there and that the light he was putting in was downward facing and fit with the 
history of the barn. The Board wants to make sure that there is adequate lighting and signage to the 
bathhouse.  
 
Roni Leach, an abutter to the property, had submitted a letter stating her concerns and objections to the 
permitting of the inn. A second letter from Roni is on file, and Roni and Matt came before the Board to 
again state their concerns. Roni would be willing to share the expense of putting in a new driveway to her 
house, and still has concerns regarding lighting and noise. The Board suggested that a hedge row closer to 
the parking area will assist somewhat at limiting light and possibly sound. Roni believes a staff person 
should be on the property 24/7. Frank told her he felt this was unrealistic, but that guests should be able to 
call the Hudson’s if they needed to. Roni and Eric agreed that he could put posts and a sign at the property 
line to keep guests off of Roni’s property. There were no other interested parties. Ed motioned to close the 
hearing. Frank seconded it. Ed, Frank, Buddy and Mike are all in favor. The hearing was closed.  
 
Permit #2013-35: Town of Burke, requesting a conditional use permit for an addition to the town 
recycling building at 212 School Street, West Burke, VT. The proposed addition will be 36’x24’ and be 
used for storage of recycling products.  
Sam Sanderson stated that the Town had received their State permits for the project. This addition will be 
offset to the rear of the recycling building. There will be a 4’ frost wall.  Sam showed the Board the 
architect’s plans for the project and stated that the building will likely go to bid this fall and be built in the 
spring of 2014 due to a lack of funds.  
Ed motioned to close the hearing. Buddy seconded the motion. The hearing was closed.  
 



Permit #2013-38: Bear Path Investment Group, LLC, requesting a building permit for build-out of 
Building #4 (four units 10-13) pursuant to approval of the Bear Path Condominium Project at Burke 
Mountain Resort, East Burke, VT. 
Jack Dator came before the board requesting a building permit for more buildings in his Bear Path condo 
complex. The buildings will be identical to the ones that are under construction now. Jack showed the 
plans for the buildings to the Board (Marsh Engineering Services). Construction will begin dependent on 
how much interest there is. He will be selling two of them prior to building. If things go well, Jack said he 
will be back before the Board for additional building permits. Frank motioned to close the hearing. Jane 
seconded the motion. All in favor. The hearing was closed.  
 
Permit #2013-39: Patricia Vanderhoop, requesting a permit to build a small animal kennel, 40’x16’ in 
size, at 2948 Sugarhouse Road, West Burke, VT. 
Patricia Vanderhoop came before the Board to request a permit to build a kennel for 10 dogs on her 
property. The kennel will be smaller in size than originally anticipated (will be 16’x28’). She will provide day 
care and overnight boarding for small to medium dogs (and additionally birds, hamsters and the like).  
 
Her husband will be putting in acoustical sound proofing to keep the noise down. The barriers are said to 
block 75% of the noise. Patricia will be walking the dogs four times per day. She has spoken with the State 
and the Department of Health and was told that she does not need permitting from them. If it was a larger 
operation then they would be involved). She will be putting in an in ground septic tank (four of them) to be 
placed over her septic system. Waste will be put in; enzymes will be added the waste will be broken down. 
Noise and such should not be a problem, because according to Patricia, and Ed, there are no neighbors 
close by. She will have a ½ bath in the kennel. The project is less than 800’ square so is fine even though 
the property is in the Scenic and Conservation Area. Buddy motioned to close the hearing. Frank 
seconded. All in favor. The hearing was closed.  
 
Other Business 
Mike will be attending the Planning Commission meeting tomorrow evening to discuss proposed changes 
to subdivision ByLaws. He will also ask the Board why a daycare is not allowed in ARII but is allowed in all 
other Districts.  
 
Zoning Administrator Report 
*Doug will attempt to contact Jens again regarding setting up a meeting.  
Doug reported that a landowner has been calling him about a subdivision on a non-compliant piece of 
property. Discussion ensued. Doug had questions about the 10,000’ retail store space that is allowed in 
VMU.  
 
*Tamara will ask Linda to print a copy of the ByLaws for Charlotte.  
 
The minutes from August 14, 2013 were reviewed. Frank motioned to accept the minutes as written. Ed 
seconded the motion. All in favor. The minutes were approved. 
 
Mike asked for a motion to close the hearing. Buddy made a motion and Doug seconded the motion. The 
meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm and the Board entered Deliberative Session.  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
 



Tamara Colten Stevens 
DRB Clerk 
 


