
 

Town of Burke 
Development Review Board 

November 20, 2013 
Minutes 

 
 

Present: Mike Harris, Ed Guest, Charlotte Porcelli, Jane Vanslette, Doug Gimler (ZA) and Tamara Colten 
Stevens (staff).  
 
Visitors: Shirley Gould, Rusty and Kay Gould, Mike Mathers, Mark and Mariann Bertolini. 
 
Items of action are indicated with a * 
 
The hearing was called to order at 6:00pm.  A quorum was determined and there were no conflicts of 
interest disclosed.  
 
Permit #2013-48: Mariann Bertolini (dba Willowburke Commons LLC), requesting a building permit for 
the renovation of a house for commercial use, at 66 Belden Hill Road, East Burke, Vermont. Mark and 
Mariann Bertolini were before the Board to discuss their proposed renovation of a property (house and two 
outbuildings) at 66 Belden Hill Road in East Burke. The Bertolini’s would like to renovate the property and 
convert the house into commercial space with possibly a 40 seat restaurant downstairs and office space 
upstairs. This undertaking will be Phase I of the project.  
The property is 2.04 acres in size. The Bertolini’s would like to retain the integrity of the village and would 
like the finished project to be a showcase property in town. Mark believes it may be cheaper to build a new 
barn all together as opposed to attempting renovation. The plan is for offices and apartments in the barn, 
and there are currently two apartments in the third building. Work on the barn will not take place now. 
The Bertolini’s are working with the State engineers now for permits (wastewater and septic). Test pits have 
been dug and a design has been made. The State now needs to do the paperwork, and there are no expected 
problems. They have 44 parking spaces available for the property. Twenty of the parking spaces are for 
overflow parking and are located to the back of the property near the Pub Outback’s volley ball court. 
Traffic flow will go up Belden Hill Road and proceed along the driveway of the house.  
 
Shirley Gould, who owns the property across the street on Belden Hill Road, asked how the road would 
change. The Board and the Bertolini’s assured her that they had nothing to do with that (Belden Hill Road 
is a town road; Class 3 at the bottom and Class 4 up the hill). Someone asked about the possibility of a new 
curb cut, and discussion ensued about bridge and sidewalk work in town. The Bertolini’s have not gotten to 
planning for a sign (would need to come back to the Board for a permit) but would likely ask to place it at 
the corner of Belden Hill Road and the Bailey’s parking lot. They would have tasteful lighting, they said; 
similar to Alivia’s up the road. There is a streetlight on the road. Ed would like to do a site visit. Rusty 
Gould expressed concern about the water lines and the setbacks for the septic. The state requirements will 
be necessary to follow.  
 
Mike Mathers, who owns property adjacent to the Bertolini’s and uses/will be using the same ROW to 
access his property, asked about the parking lot near the volley ball court. At present, the lot is used by 
bikers and others. The Bertolini’s will use this as overflow parking and will make certain it is available to 
restaurant guests.  
 
Shirley Gould asked about an opening date, and Mark responded that it will likely be sometime next 
summer. Rusty Gould asked about the hours of operation and Mark said he is not certain but will likely 



 

serve lunch and dinner and have hours similar to the River Garden. (11-9pm). Kay Gould mentioned that 
she is concerned about the extra traffic. The Board would like to see a better drawing of the parking area.  
Ed motioned to continue the hearing until December. Jane seconded the motion. All in favor. The hearing 
will continue on December 11, 2013. 
*Doug G. will talk with the Bertolini’s in the meantime and ask for a better drawing of the parking area.  
 
Other Business 
Discussion ensued about the appeal that Roni Leach made to Environmental Court. This has nothing to do 
with the Board at this point; discussion ended.  
 
Minutes 
The minutes from October were reviewed. Ed motioned to approve the minutes as written. Jane seconded 
the motion. All in favor. The minutes were approved.  
 
Zoning Administrator Report 
Doug G. informed the Board that he sent a letter to Mike Mathers regarding the overnight parking taking 
place on his property. Mike would like to submit an application for overnight accommodations. Mike 
Harris thinks that Mike Mathers might need to talk with the State about this as well. Mike has already put 
in showers and bathroom facilities. Parking is going to be an issue in the future also; not just this once with 
Mike, and Doug thinks there will be more parking permit applications coming down the pike.  
 
Doug G. showed the Board the ordinance that the Selectboard intends to adopt regarding junk.  
 
Brad Deth has contacted Doug and the Selectboard regarding the many unpermitted sawmills in town.  
Discussion ensued.  
 
Jane motioned to close the meeting at 7:30pm. Ed seconded the motion. All in favor. The meeting was 
adjourned.  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Tamara Colten Stevens 
DRB Clerk 


