
Minutes of the Burke Conservation Commission Meeting
December 18, 2013

Present: James Bentley, Mark Maghini, Chris Manges, Hank Butler, Cathie Wheeler, 
Joan Harlowe
Absent: Michelle Green, Sue Leskin, Kevin Mack

Minutes:  Minutes of the October meeting were approved.  There was no meeting in 
November.

Conservation Open House: Mark reported that  24 residents attended,the open house 
on November 5, in addition to Conservation commissioners and invited speakers.  Many  
of those who attended had received a flyer mailed to them.  About 30 flyers were mailed 
to  specific landowners.  Mark will ask Priscilla for their email addresses so we can keep 
them on our mailing list .

Tracy will be asked to email this group.

Annual Report: A draft report was reviewed; a small change will be made and the draft 
will be sent to the full commission for review.

Funding sources for conservation.  Possible sources include:  

Town currently appropriates $500 annually to the commission.  We could ask to 
increase this amount  perhaps to  $2000.

Request a short term tax increase of 1/2%

Development fee (impact fee) - the developer must mitigate impact on natural 
land equivalent . . . . This must be tied to a capital budget; ie, to be used for a specific 
project.  One such project might be a place with  public access to the Passumpsic.  
Areas of concern: Burke Mountain overdevelopment.  Darling Hill Rd. development.   
Could be tied to elevation -- over 1500'?

1% for conservation.  New large scale development (condos, inns, hotels, etc.) 
could be required to include 1% for conservation.

The town of West Fairlee wanted to buy and conserve a specific project area.  
They raised $60,000 through on-line crowd sourcing.

Mark will attend the Selectboard .meeting on January 6 at 5 pm. He will ask about 
funding options for land conservation.  All commission members are welcome to attend.  

Scenic Overlay:  Mark will  attend the next Planning Commission meeting (January 9 at 
6 pm);  all commission members are welcome to attend as well.  The Planning 
Commission is considering amendments to the town by-laws to identify additional 
criteria for the designation "scenic conservation overlay"). Currently that designation 



applies  only to land above 1500'.

Conservation CommissionTerms;  Michelle Green, Kevin Mack, and Sue Leskin's 
terms expire at the end of this y ear.  We hope they will all stay on the commission!

Next meeting:  January 15 at 6 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Joan Harlowe


