
Minutes of the Burke Conservation Commission 
March 19 2014

Present: Cathie Wheeler, Sue Leskin, Kevin Mack, Mark Maghini, Hank Butler, Chris Manges, James Bentley, Joan 
Harlowe

Absent:  Michelle Green

The January minutes were approved.  There was no meeting in February.

Conservation Easements:  Cathie and Kevin identified large parcels that are important for various reasons, such as 
riparian borders.  They handed out a list of selected parcels which could be considered for conservation.  Of particular 
interest is the 66 acre parcel belonging to the town school.  It is a wetland, unsuitable for building, and conserving it 
would not cost the town, since it isn't taxed.  The large parcels adjacent to the state forest could also be considered.

Funding for conservation easements: Hank handed out a draft statement that could be  used in efforts to get funding.  
We will discuss it at the next meeting, after we have had time to read it.  It could be used in the annual report, at town 
events, in the newsletter, on the web site.

Conservation zones.  Mark suggested creating conservation zones that could include small acreages.  Working with 
the Passumpsic Valley Land Trust we could  work to get easements that are larger than the state regulations require 
near rivers.  Mark will discuss this idea with PVLT.

Vernal pools.  The commission could consider a project of mapping their locations for buffering or for alerting the 
public to the amphibians breeding in them.

The Planning Commission is reviewing the by-laws.  We are encouraged to attend the next meeting on April 9.  A 
representative from ANR will be at the meeting.

Portland Pipe Line;  the question of tar sands going through the PPL was discussed at town informational meeting. It 
was on the ballot there, and was defeated.  There is no formal proposal to reverse the flow at this time; if and 
when there is a proposal, it will be reviewed by Act 250, and the BCC will try to engage in the process on behalf 
of the town.
 Mark will ask the selectmen if input from the conservation commission would be accepted.

Terms:  Hank agreed to a new term on the commission.  James has asked to sit on the Planning Commission.  He 
will continue on the Conservation Commission if that request is not approved.

Next meeting:  Wednesday, April 23 (in lieu of the15th when most were not able to attend.)

Respectfully  submitted,

Joan Harlowe 
 


