
 
Town of Burke 

Development Review Board 
May 14, 2014 

Minutes 
 
 

Members Present: Mike Harris, Jane Vanslette, Charlotte Porcelli, Frank Cuccia, Ed Guest, Doug Clarner, 
Doug Gimler (ZA) and Tamara Colten Stevens (Clerk) 
Visitors: Bill Stenger, Andrew Stenger, Jerry Davis, Amie Hammer, Tony Demasi, Mark Brown, Mike 
Mathers 
 
The hearing was called to order, at 6:04, oath was given and there were no conflicts of interest disclosed. 
 
Permit #2014-08: Burke Town School, requesting a building permit for an addition to the Art and Pre-
K Building at 3293 Burke Hollow Road, West Burke.  
Mark Brown and Tony Demasi presented the school’s request to the Board, stating that this was a three 
part project, with the heating upgrade being the first part. Engineers have been hired and following 
extensive research and grant writing, the school will be installing a pellet system. The 30’x30’ addition will 
have a pellet plant and the upstairs will provide additional class room space. Mark said he would like the 
addition completed by the beginning of the school year in August. Mike requested four copies of the 
blueprints for the Town. There were no questions or interested parties.  
Ed motioned to close the hearing. Doug seconded the motion. All in favor. The hearing was closed.  
 
Other Business 
Bill Stenger came before the Board to give an update of the project at Burke Mountain. He stated that he 
was happy to be here and that anytime the DRB wanted more information from him, he would be happy to 
provide it. There are communication initiatives at Burke this summer and fall. An office will be staffed and 
a groundbreaking for the project will take place on June 3, 2014 at 1:00/1:30pm. This will kick off the 
project, with many announcements regarding the coming year. He assured the Board that he had reached 
out to Kingdom Trails and BMA and that they each had good relationships that were back on track 
following some ‘missteps’ this winter. He stated that these relationships, and those with the community, 
were vitally important to the success of the Resort. Bill and his staff have raised millions of dollars thus far 
and are waiting for the approval needed from the USCIS. This is taking a long time and is frustrating.  
 
Bill stated that he is anticipating a late summer/fall 2015 opening of the hotel. The tennis/aquatic center is 
one that he would still like to build during this first phase (along with the hotel). Amenities will help the 
winter and will fill rooms.  
 
Doug Clarner asked about Ary Quiros and expressed his frustration. Bill agreed that there were mistakes 
made but that he was moving forward from them. He stated several times that he takes these concerns 
seriously. Doug asked about the ‘Q’ and that he couldn’t get or give a good answer to why it was there. The 
Board thanked Bill, Andrew, Jerry and Amie for attending and suggested that they meet with the 
Selectboard.  
 
Mike Mathers informed the Board that a note had been left for Doug Gimler, asking whether or not he 
(Mike) had a permit for the patio at his Tiki Bar. Discussion ensued and Mike Harris asked for a motion 
regarding the matter of the patio. Frank made a motion that stated that the patio was indeed a part of the 
original permit. Ed seconded the motion. All Board members were in favor. The patio is permitted.  
 
ZA Report 
Doug Gimler asked for clarification regarding the CO for Mike and whether or not he needed to solely deal 
with making sure the waste water permits were in place prior to issuing it, or whether he needed to address 
the liquor license etc. Mike informed him that it was only the wastewater; the Board does not have anything 
to do with or any say over the liquor and other permits.  



 
 
Doug mentioned two upcoming permits for home businesses/occupations he has been in discussion about. 
Discussion with the Board ensued regarding whether or not these needed to come before the Board. The 
Board determined that the applicants would need to come before the Board so that certain guidelines could 
be documented (in particular for the business that would be open to the public one day per week).  
 
Minutes 
The minutes from April 9, 2014 were reviewed. Jane motioned to accept the minutes. Frank seconded the 
motion. Ed abstained. All others in favor. The minutes were approved with one correction.  
 
No other business, Jane motioned to adjourn. Doug seconded the motion. All in favor. The meeting 
adjourned at 7:45 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Tamara Colten Stevens 
DRB Clerk 
 


