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TOWN OF BURKE 
212 SCHOOL STREET 

WEST BURKE, VERMONT 05871 
burke@burkevermont.org 

802-467-3717 PHONE - 802-467-8623 FAX 
April 3, 2017 

SELECTMEN’S MEETING 
Burke Town Clerk’s Office – 5 P.M. 

 
PRESENT: Darryel Corrow, Joe Allard, Christine Emmons, Dave Kaufman, Brian 
Greer, Jon Kascenska, Mike Harris, Travis Corey, Jen Mitchell, Holly McKeon 
Giselle Chevallay, Newark, Herm Hoyt, Matt and Bill Krajeski (NEMC), Jill Mathers, 
Kathy Hayes, Alison Low 
 
Darryel opened the Selectmen’s meeting.  The first order of business was to elect 
a Chairman of the Board for the 2017/2018 year.  Joe made a motion to elect 
Christine Emmons.  Darryel seconded. 
 
Christine took over the meeting with the reading of the minutes from the last 
meeting on March 6, 2017.   Joe made a motion to approve the minutes as 
submitted  Darryel second. It was suggested that the minutes be read prior to the 
meeting so that it wouldn’t take so long to approve in the meeting. 
 
The next business taken up on the agenda was with calling for an executive 
session to discuss the mediation meeting for Wade/Kantor appeal.  The Board 
came out of the executive session.  Christine made a motion to ratify the results 
of the mediation.  Joe seconded.  All agreed.  The agreement is on file in the Town 
Clerk’s Office. 
 
Christine called for another executive session which involves a mediation meeting 
to be held for the MSH tax appeal .  The Board came out of the executive session 
with no actions taken. 
 
VISITORS:  Travis Corey came before the Board to try to work out a schedule for 
the baseball season this summer at the Darling Park.  Travis said that he had 
worked out a schedule with Jen Mitchell and Holly McKeon from the Lyndonville 
Youth Baseball and Softball program, so that everyone can use the field as 
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needed.  Travis also asked for permission to reshape the outfield.  He said that 
they will be donating the materials and labor. The board did not have an issue 
with that schedule as long as everyone agrees.  They also did not have any issues 
with the proposed work to be done on the field.  Joe made a motion to accept 
Travis’s proposal. Darryel seconded.  
 
Alison Low – NVDA .  Alison came before the board to bring them up to date on 
the FEMA Grant that was applied for last year.  In order to help move this process 
on a little faster Alison is asking the Town to join Sutton, Wheelock and Sheffield 
(because all four towns share the same watershed) in developing the Flood 
Mitigation Plan.  Each town would still have their own plan and would hold two 
public meetings.  There is an in-kind match from each town also.  She suggested 
hiring one consultant for all four towns to develop the plan which would help 
speed up the process instead of each town doing their own plan.  The board did 
not have any objections to her suggestions and told her to go ahead with it.   
 
ROAD FOREMAN REPORT –  Dave and Chris met with Kerri O’Brien for the Better 
Backroads program to go over priorities for the grant.  They will be doing work on 
the Victory Road.  Chris said the they chose Victory Road was because it was in 
the Plan already.  Other areas that need work still have to go through engineering 
studies. 
 
The road crew has taken the wing off the grader and weather permitting, the 
grader and the loader will be out working on the roads.  Fortunately they have 
not had any frozen culverts to deal with so far this year.  They will be working on 
potholes.  Equipment is all in good shape at this time.  The road crew has been 
signed up for Osha 10 workshop in Groton, the Grader workshop in Ryegate and 
also the Roller workshop in Pittsburg to see if purchasing one is worth the money. 
 
Dave said that the Recycle roadside pickup is getting out of hand.  The 1-ton truck 
and recycling trailer was chockablock full last week.  The Board may have to 
consider some other alternatives.  The residents are not sorting their recycling 
which takes more time for the guys.  Christine suggestion doing more education. 
 
Dave told the Board that the road crew will be going on four days a week after 
they deal with mud season and the roads are under control,  possibly around the 
end of April or first of May. 
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Giselle Chevallay , a Newark resident, came to the Board to complain about the 
bad roads in Burke, specifically Newark Street.  After a very lengthy discussion, 
Christine told her that the Board would do an internal investigation and try to 
improve the conditions. 
 
CONSTABLE REPORT –  No report. Will Ware was elected as the Constable with 
write-in votes at Town Meeting.  He has accepted the job.  The only time he will 
be attending the meetings will be if there is an issue or the Board needs to speak 
to him. 
 
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT -  Jill Mathers has been working on 
developing a standard Zoning Violations and Ordinances process for several 
weeks.  She came before the Board to give them the protocol for Ordinance 
Violations and also Zoning Violations, which are two different things.  She 
explained that the purpose of doing this was so that anyone can step in and 
everything would be done the same for anyone.  She handed out the forms that 
she has developed and explained the proper procedures for enforcing violations  
She told the Board that the Zoning Administrator cannot initiate a violation.  You 
must receive a complaint with a name attached.  You cannot take an anonymous 
complain.   Jill gave a very detailed presentation. 
 
Herm Hoyt expressed his concerns over how the Zoning process is handled in 
Burke.  He was under the impression the Selectboard has the say when it comes 
to violations.  Jill told him that the Selectboard has no control over the Zoning 
Administrator. 
 

OTHER BUSINESS:  The Board signed overweight permits, Road Access Permit,  
and Liquor Licenses. 

The Board accepted Mike Harris’s resignation letter as Town Moderator.  The 
Board reviewed a letter of interest from Jennifer Barone who would like to be 
appointed as the Town Moderator.  Jennifer had enough write-in votes to be 
elected as Moderator for the School District.  The Board thought it would only 
make sense for her to be Town Moderator as well. Christine made a motion to 
appoint Jennifer Barone as Town Moderator until the next Town meeting.  Darryel 
seconded. 
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The Board was presented with letters of interest to become Burke’s 
representative on the Lyndon Rescue Board.  Jon Kascenska came before the 
Board to introduce himself.  Mike Harris came to support Jon for the 
appointment.  Brian Greer was the other applicant and spoke to the Board about 
his interest in also becoming Burke’s representative for the Lyndon Rescue Board.  
There are 14 members on the Board.  Mike also mentioned that there are other 
positions available on the Board such as Members at Large and he would strongly 
suggest that Brian apply for one of those position.  After much soul searching, Joe 
made a motion to appoint Jon to the Board as Burke’s representative.  Darryel 
seconded. 

 
Christine made a motion to reappointed the following to their positons. Darryel 

seconded. 
 
  David Ormiston to the Planning Commission (2020) 
  James Bentley to the Planning Commission (2020) 
  Rodney Machell to the DRB (2020) 
  Ed Guest to the DRB (2020) 
  Ric Prescott to the Conservation Commission (2020) 
  Hank Butler to the Conservation Commission (2020) 
  Doug Gimler as Zoning Administrator (2020) 
  Marcia Hackett/Ricky Hackett Cemetery Sextons (2018) 
  Candace Dane – Animal Control Officer (2018) 
  Tom Blake, Gib Aldrich, George Wagner – Fence Viewers (2018) 
  Tree Warden – Vacant 
 

Tim McGuire provided an update on the Burke sidewalk project.  Because the project 
has taken so long it was noted that it is going to cost more money to complete.  Chris is 
going to consult with the Department of Transportation and get some advice on to how 
to proceed. 

CORRESPONDENCE:  The Board reviewed a letter from Kirby Mountain Lawns, 
Caleb Temple, stating that he is selling his lawn mowing business to The 
Eliminator Pest Control Services in Lyndonville.   

It was suggested that it is time to put bids request out for lawn mowing for the 
summer.  It will cover Darling Park and Ballfield in East Burke and the Town Clerk’s 
Office. 

Peter Michaud sent a letter requesting that the Town put in dry hydrants in East 
Burke by the Dam while they are working on the water system in the spring.  That 
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is the responsibility of the Fire Departments.  Darryel said there is already one at 
the bottom of Belden Hill. 

 

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:  The Board reviewed the payables and signed the warrant 
as submitted.  

With no other business to come before the Board, Chris made a motion to 
adjourn.  Darryel seconded.   

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Priscilla Aldrich, cvc, cvt, cmc  
Town Clerk and Treasurer 


