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TOWN OF BURKE 
212 SCHOOL STREET 

WEST BURKE, VERMONT 05871 
burke@burkevermont.org 

802-467-3717 PHONE - 802-467-8623 FAX 
May 1, 2017 

SELECTMEN’S MEETING 

Burke Town Clerk’s Office – 5 P.M. 

 

PRESENT: Darryel Corrow, Joe Allard, Christine Emmons, Dave Kaufman, Wendy 
Davenport, Cathi Feeley, Doug Gimler 
 
Christine opened the meeting at 5:00 p.m. with the reading of the minutes from the April 3rd 
meeting.   Christine noted that the word suggestion on page two second paragraph up from the 
bottom be changed to “suggested”.  Joe also noted a change on page two paragraph 4, 
Administrator be changed to “violations”.  Christine made a motion to approve the minutes as 
amended.  Darryel seconded.   
 
ROAD FOREMAN REPORT –  Dave told the Board that they have been patching the blacktop 
roads and fixing potholes.  The road crew has finished Osha 10 and the grader training.  The 
State will be coming in to do a hands on training sometime in the future.  The grader has been 
out, weather permitting, almost every day.  The new blacktop on the top of Burke Hill is 
breaking up already.  Dave has talked to Norm from Pike and there isn’t much they can do 
about it.  He suggested using the crack seal material. Dave suggests cutting back some of the 
trees to get more light in. 
 
He also told the board that the equipment is all in good shape right now except for Jim’s truck 
which is over to Clark’s for repairs.  He is waiting for an estimate to fix it. 
 
There is also concern about the curbside recycle which is getting out of hand.  The truck and 
trailer are always over flowing.  The Board  needs to think about doing something different like 
getting a larger truck and trailer or maybe going to a two day pick up per week.  There was no 
decision made.  Dave would also like to store the recycle trailer near the recycle building.  He 
asked if the Board would put a dumpster over at the Town Garage for construction material.  
Christine suggested that they might make a storage bin out of Jersey Barriers to save the 
expense of the cost of dumpsters.  Dave said that space is an issue at the Town Garage.   
 
Dave has met with Kerri O’Brien and Luke O’Brien of Northwoods Stewardship Center about the Bumps 

Road Restoration Plan.  After much discussion and review of the plan, Christine made a motion accept 

the plan as presented.  The Plan is on file at the Town Clerk’s Office. 
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Dave said that he has been over to the East Burke Dam to look at the sediment material that 
they will taking out of the river.  He is did not sure what kind of stuff will be coming out of the 
bottom.  Christine told the Board that she has found out that there would be 11,000 cubic yards 
of sediment and 500 cubic yards of concreate and they would be removing the rebar.  So it 
should be clean material.  The Board has not found a place to store it yet if they do decide to 
take it.  No action taken.   
 
The Board discussed roadside mowing.  They decided to put the roadside mowing out to bid 
this year just to see if it could be done cheaper than in the past. 
 
Dave asked the Board how the clothing allowance was working.  He was told everyone gets a 
$500.00 limit each to spend on work cloths any way they want as long as they can show prove 
that they have spent the money on work clothes.  Some of the road crew gets coveralls and 
jackets from Unifirst and some buy their own.  Whatever they don’t get from Unifirst they get 
the balance of the $500 to spend on other clothes for work.  Since Dave gets nothing from 
Unifirst he would get the full $500 reimbursements with receipts. 
 
Dave told the Board that Butch from Recycling wants to get rid of all the junk and old bales of recycle 
out behind Recycle building.  Some of the bales have fallen apart and are deteriating.  There are old tires 
and siding that also need to get rid of. 

 
VISITORS:  Matt Amidon, Vermont State Police came before the Board to see if there were any 
questions or concerns on the new contract.  The contract rate is the same as last ($68.25 per 
hour).  They have increased the hours of service from 5 hours per week to 5.25. The contract is 
not to exceed $19,000.  This is a year contract.  The Board had no issues with the contract or 
the service that the State Police provide.  Christine signed the contract as the Chair.  Matt 
Amidon signed for the State Police.  Christine commented on the high speed traffic in early 
morning and midafternoon traffic on the Bugbee Crossing Road as people are taking that 
shortcut to work and getting their children to school.  He said that he would keep an eye on 
that Road. 
 
Wendy Davenport: came before the Board and presented them with a five page letter of her 
concerns about the Skeet Club which is adjacent to her property.  She had concerns from 
illegally widening the right of way, use of her well, posting signs on her lawn, rude members of 
the club and shooting all day and night.  After a lengthy discussion the board told her although 
they sympathized with her, there was not much the Town could do about some of the things 
but they would look into violations.  She needs to come into the office to do some research to 
present her case to the Club.  Her letter is on file in the Town Clerk’s Office. 
 
Rick Hackett: (Cemetery Sexton) came before the board to tell them his concerns with selling 
large lots that will not ever be used.  He told the Board that some people are buying up large 
lots for their relatives who may or not ever be buried there.  He would like the Board to make a 
policy that one can only purchase what is needed at the time.  One other issue Rick had is that 
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there had been discussion to close the exit drive in the Hillside Cemetery that has been a 
challenge to keep passable for a long time.  He does not want to see the exit closed and asked if 
it could be paved which would help prevent wash outs.  The Town does have funds from a 
cemetery account that was closed a couple years ago.  The Board suggested that he get some 
quotes to see what it would cost to pave it. 
 
Rick also wanted to bring to the Board’s attention that the parking and plowing at the Burke 
Hollow Meeting house is a problem.  Whoever plows in the winter time for the Christmas Sing-
a-long has made a mess of the lawn so they have to repair it before it can be mowed in the 
summer.  There are also people who live across the road that plow out a space for the their car 
to be parked there during the winter months and it also creates a mess on the lawn also.  No 
action taken. 
 
Cathi Feeley: came before the Board to present them with a packet about State mandates on 
Recycling which will give them an update on what is required of the Town as far as recycling 
and the State requirements and deadlines.  The State requires the Town to have a contact 
person.  Cathi said that she is willing to do the paperwork if she got some help from the 
Selectboard.  Joe volunteered be the contact person for the Town to help make decisions about 
the recycling program.  The board needs to decide where they are going to collect and store 
leaf and yard collection including wood.  Dave wondered if there was a farm that might take the 
leaf and yard collections. We will be sharing two hazardous waste days with St. J May 20th and 
September 23rd and one here at the Town Garage on July 15th. 
 
CONSTABLE REPORT –  No Report 
 
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT – Doug told the Board that Darryel had brought to his 
attention that there was a potential zoning violation at 287 VT Route 114.  There have been 
doing some excavator work next to the river.  Doug will looking into it. 
 
Doug also told the Board that he will go look at the Skeet Club concerns that Wendy Davenport 
brought up earlier in the meeting and check to see if there are buildings and lights put up 
without permits.   
 
Doug asked the Board if they were satisfied with the work that Jill Mathers has done on the 

Violation and Ordnance letters.  They were.  Doug also brought them up to date on some new 

rules and regulations for zoning concerning fire and safety codes. 

OTHER BUSINESS: Christine told the other two Board members that Doug Morton was not 

available to come to this month’s Selectboard’s meeting so he has suggested a meeting 

Monday, May 8th at 9:00 am.  in the Town Clerk’s office if that was okay with everyone.  Joe and 

Darryel said that it would be fine.  They will also be meeting with the Kingdom Trails folk.  This 

meeting is to review information on the East Darling Hill and Bike Path project. 
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The Board opened the lawn mowing bids for the Town Clerk’s Office and the Darling Park.  The 

bids came from Utley Construction with bids of $125.00 per week for the Darling Park and 

$55.00 per week for the Town Clerk’s Office; The Eliminator Pest and Property Services, 

$130.00 per week for the Darling Park and $65.00 per Week for the Town Clerk’s Office; James 

Castrogiovanni, $110.00 Darling Park and $50 per week for the Town Clerk’s Office.  After 

reviewing and discussing the bids Christine made a motion to go with the local resident, Utley 

Construction of West Burke. Darryel seconded 

Darryel said that he had been approached by a local resident who is in the Porta Potty business 

and wanted to service the Town.  The office put together  three comparisons including the 

current vendor we are using now.  Calkins Porta Potty charges $25.00 for the first delivery in 

the spring plus $85 and then $85.00 each month after that.  D and B Portable Restrooms 

quoted $100.00 per month with extra cleanings $25.00.  Juddy’s Septic Services and Portable 

Toilet Rentals quoted $95.00 per month.  The Board voted to stay with Calkins for now. 

The Board signed overweight permits, Road Access Permit, Liquor Licenses and the Financial 

Plan for the State of Vermont. They also signed updated paperwork from Edward Jones for the 

Elmer Darling Trust for the Burke Hollow Meeting House and Cemetery and the Florence Gibson 

Trust of the Woodmont Cemetery Association. 

CORRESPONDENCE:  No action taken 

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:  The Board reviewed the payables and signed the warrant as submitted. 

With no other business to come before the Board, Chris made a motion to adjourn at 7:35 p.m..  
Darryel seconded.   

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Priscilla Aldrich, cvc, cvt, cmc  
Town Clerk and Treasurer 


