
Burke Conservation Commission –Meeting Minutes 

May 20, 2015 

Present: Mark Maghini, Kevin Mack, Hank Butler, Michelle Green, Cathie Wheeler, and 
Elise Lawson 

Absent: Sue Leskin, Chris Manges, and Joan Harlowe 

Meeting started at 6:00pm 

Water Quality Sampling: We were awarded the grant. Hank attended an orientation 
at UVM in Burlington. Although not well run, he stated that it was important to collect 
water samples meticulously. We will need to purchase two coolers for shipping 
samples to the laboratory.  

We discussed scheduling a dry-run with Ben Copans. He sent potential dates that work 
for him. After looking at our calendars, June 8th had the most overlap of CC members.  
On June 8th from 5-7 we will drive to the sites with Ben. Anyone who can make it is 
welcome and encouraged to attend. This will help us if someone cannot make a 
sampling time - another CC member can fill in. Mark will confirm with Ben and send 
out an e-mail with meeting place and time.  

Phragmites:  Mark is coordinating the Fish and Wildlife Service to remove phragmites 
from along the river near the dam in East Burke village. There is a clump of it – 
approximately 100 feet by 30 feet behind Ruby Lees ice cream shop. Mark will contact 
the landowner first to get permission for this work. If granted, Fish and Wildlife (or a 
hired contractor) will use an aquatic safe herbicide on the invasive. The herbicide will 
be applied in the late summer (possibly this year or next) after the plants have 
flowered, with a second application the following year. The herbicide is 85% effective, 
so a second application probable.  We will then look at revegetating the riverbank 
with a combination of native species such as willow, red osier dogwood, silver maple, 
and/or red maple.  

Green up Day: Michelle reported that green-up day went well. Several families with 
kids were out collecting trash, and there were many bags along the side of the road 
for collection.  

Land Protection: Mark has the digital version of current parcel data. We will use this 
to help identify higher priority parcels for conservation efforts.  

Updates: 
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• Act 250 Permit Application – Burke Mountain Academy has an application in for 
the construction of a 14,000 square foot training facility named in memory of 
Ronnie Berlack.   

• Re-vote – On June 9th there will be a re-vote of the proposed bylaw changes to 
allow a campground downtown East Burke. There is an informational meeting 
on June 4th at 6:00 pm. There was discussion on the importance of due process 
as well as concerns about the precedence this will set for future development.  

• Garbage Removal - The select board is working on a solution to the new 
garbage removal legislation, with new laws in effect mid-July this year. 
Currently, our trash is picked up “curbside” by the Town. Because of this the 
Town is classified as commercial and therefore must also deal with recyclables. 
There are several options being considered. Everyone is encouraged to attend 
an informational meeting on June 1st.   

• Mark will be moving to Washington DC area. He will retire from the board, so 
we need to discuss a succession plan as well as recruitment of new BCC 
member.    

Meeting adjourned 7:00 pm 

Next meeting June 17, 2015 at 6:00 pm 

Respectfully submitted, 

Elise Lawson (filling in for Joan Harlowe) 
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