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TOWN OF BURKE 
212 SCHOOL STREET 

WEST BURKE, VERMONT 05871 
467-3717 PHONE - 802-467-8623 FAX 

burke@burkevermont.org 
 

July 10, 2017 - 5:00 P.M. 
 

SELECTMEN’S MEETING 
Burke Town Clerk’s Office 

 
PRESENT: Christine Emmons, Darryel Corrow, Joe Allard, Dave Kaufman, Travis Corey, Herm Hoyt, 
Michele Coporanis,  Rick Hackett, Mr. and Mrs. Brian Leonard 
 
Christine opened the Selectmen’s meeting.  They reviewed the minutes from the June 5th Selectboard 
meeting.  Christine suggested that it be mentioned about the East Burke Darling Hill Bike Path that a 
$250,000 grant has been applied for.  Joe made a motion to accept with changes. The June 30th Special 
Meeting minutes were also reviewed. Christine made a motion to accept as written, Joe seconded.  
 
ROAD FOREMAN REPORT –  Dave told the Board that the Brook Road will be closed for a couple days 
while they replace culverts.  They have been working on maintenance of the roads.  They have put 
gravel on Gaskell Hill and Crosscut Road.  The Bumps Road project has started. 
 
The Rubbish truck will be going out to be refurbished on the 26th of July. 
 
 He also told the Board that he has gotten a quote together for the new 10 wheeler truck.  Western 
Star from Patriot has been equipped with everything they need for Winter operations.  Patriot have 
offered $27,500.00 for the old truck as a trade-in.  It can be delivered as soon as July 24th.  With all the 
extra options needed the cost of the truck will be $175,070.00.  They will be keeping the blade that 
was on one of the other trucks and will be putting it on the grader.  With no other options to consider, 
Joe made a motion to accept the purchase and sales agreement and  to take out a 3 year loan to pay 
for the new truck.  Darryel seconded.  All in favor. 
 
Dave suggested the Board get on a savings plan so that they can replace the trucks as needed without 
having to borrow money. 
 
As discussed earlier, the road crew will be doing the roadside mowing themselves this year.  On 
September 11th they will be renting the equipment from Fairfield for a couple weeks to do the roadside 
mowing done.  Christine made a motion to reject all bids received at the last meeting to do the 
roadside mowing as the mowing will be done in house. Darryel seconded.  All in favor. 
 
Dave told the Board that he had talked to George Wagner, Jr. and he is willing to work with the Town 
for storage of the sediment in his pit in East Burke that will come from the removal of the East Burke 
Dam.  George would like to inspect it first to make sure that it will be usable.  The material (if useable) 
will be used for Town roads.  George will be able to do the crushing if feasible.   
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Also, Dave told the Board that something has to be done about collecting construction debris that we 
are required to take now because of the new recycling laws.  It has to be reported to the State that we 
do have a place to dispose of it.  After discussing, it was decided to ask St. Johnsbury if Burke residents 
could bring their construction debris to their site.  St. J is all set up and have scales to weigh the 
material. There is a charge for construction material.  If not we will be required to hire a dumpster and 
store it at the Town Garage. 
 
Curbside recycling is beginning to be a huge issue.  People are not sorting and cleaning their recycle 
material.  There needs to be more education on the proper procedure for recycling.  We will make 
handouts for the attendants to hand out at the stops. 
 
VISITORS:  Dave Lavely, Wells Fargo.  Dave came before the Board to give them an overview of the 
three accounts that the Town of Burke has at Wells Fargo.  He told the Board that the accounts were 
doing very well.  He gave the Board reports to review.  There was question from the Board as to why 
we had two small accounts and could they be combined.  We will check into the possibility of 
combining them.  We will have to look at how the accounts originated.  The accounts are on file for 
public viewing at any time.  
 
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Leonard came before the Board as a follow up from the June meeting concerning 
their neighbors David and Stephanie Ruggles.  They had told the Board that they were trying to sell 
their property next to the Ruggles and they were having a hard time selling it because of the disarray in 
which the Ruggles property is in. Brian said since the last Selectboard meeting in June and the publicity, 
the Ruggles have been doing a lot of cleaning up and they do not have any complaints at this time.  
Dave had already taken the porch off the old house.  Christine told them that she and Zoning 
Administrator, Doug Gimler went to visit the Ruggles on June 24th and told the Leonard’s that they are 
following protocol.  They have conducted the informal visit.  The next step is to follow up with a letter 
and if there is no satisfactory improvements the Selectboard can start fining.  The ZA will keep a close 
eye on the progress. 
 
Michele Coporanis, Manager, Burke Meal Site – Vermont League of Cities and Towns, the Town of 
Burke’s insurance carrier has informed the Town that there needs to be a Lease Agreement between 
the Town and the Meal Site.   The Town presented the Lease Agreement to the Meal Site at their Board 
meeting but they had a few issues with it.  One change the meal site wanted was to increase the 
capacity of the Community Building.  Originally when the Meal Site moved to the Community Building 
in 2009, the days of occupancy was to be Monday, Wednesdays and Fridays from 7:00 a.m. until 3:00 
p.m.  The Board felt that the Town should be notified if any additional days were requested. They also 
wanted the number of people to be increased to 85 to accommodate the Jam that they have once a 
month..  The Board also discussed if the Meal Site is not doing a fund raiser and there is activity booked 
in the Community Building, then the income should come to the Town.  We will add a sentence stating 
that the Meal Site will either furnish their own operating supplies or pay for the supplies that they use 
from the Town including copy paper and time cards. 
 
Rick Hackett, Cemetery Sexton -Rick came before the Board to give them an update on the Hillside 
Cemetery paving project.  He said that the tree that they had talked about has been taken down.  He 
wants to have the stump and roots left in the side of the bank for stability.  He doesn’t want other 
trees taken down at this time.  The paving on the exit hill should be done by the end of August. 
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Rick also said that the Woodmont Cemetery is beginning to get filled up and the Board should start 
thinking about fencing off the new section that the Town owns.  This is contiguous to the current land.  
He also said that the current fence along the roadside is getting weak with all the snowplowing.  When 
they fence off the new section they might want to replace that also. 
 
CONSTABLE REPORT – No Report 
 
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT – Travis Corey, Interim ZA told the Board that he has put in about 
7 hours his first week to do some studying and bring himself up to date on some of the current 
permits.  He went to talk to the people who want to put a day care in the East Burke Church.  They will 
need a permit for  that.  He also went to visit the Mike Davis residence who wants to put in a dog 
Kennel with a roof over it.  He also mentioned a couple other permits that are in process.  The Board 
asked Travis to check into the Williamson property along with the Rick Swagg property.  Darryel said 
that he has reported that activity on the Swagg property to the State Police. 
 
Christine will work on her schedule to work with Travis on some of the violations. 
OTHER BUSINESS:  The Board review the LOEP (Local Operations Emergency Plan)  Christine made a 
motion to accept the LOEP as submitted and written and was signed by Chair Christine Emmons.  
Priscilla will send it down to. Bruce Melendy, Regional Emergency Management Coordinator, 
Northeastern Vermont Development Association. (NVDA). 

Dry Hydrants Compliance - Christine said that she had spoken to Sacha Pealer from the State of Vermont 

concerning the Dry Hydrants.  She has met with Doug Gilmer and she feels that he has a clear picture of 
what she wants to have happen.  She was very specific that the East Burke Dry Hydrant behind Greer’s 
Garage needs to be removed.  The East Burke fire Brigade was the party that put in the hydrant with 
grants and supervised by Russell Brown.  Because Doug had all the details, the Board decided to table 
this  until he comes back from vacation.  We will look up the applications for all the hydrant grants. 

The Board signed overweight permits,  and Cemetery Confirmations. 

The Board discussed tax sales. Priscilla told the Board that there are several parcels that need to go to 
Tax Sales because there has been no communications from them even though a monthly invoice goes 
out each month. The Vermont League of Cities and Towns  (VLCT, Burkes Insurance Carrier) advises 
that the Delinquent Tax Collector for the Town not do tax sales for liability purposes)  Christine made a 
motion to authorize Priscilla to hire a lawyer to do tax sales.  Darryel seconded.  All in favor. 

The Board signed Cemetery Confirmations, 

CORRESPONDENCE:  Christine read a letter from the Department of Transportation stating the they 
are currently developing plans for Bridge #35 on Town Highway #3, Hayden Crossing Road, on the west 
branch of the Passumpsic River.  They are asking the Town for a letter verifying the 3 rod ROW.  
Christine will check into what the Town actually owns for a ROW on that bridge and Town highway.  
She will check with the State to verify. 

Commented [PA1]:  
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The Board also received a letter from the owner of the Glenwood Estates Trailer Park on the Burke 
Hollow Road concerning a problem with rubbish.  They have agreed to put a dumpster in the park for 
their tenants as the Town has refused to pick it because it was always a mess. 

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:  The Board reviewed the payables and signed the warrants as submitted.  
 
With no other business to come before the Board, Christine made a motion to adjourn.  Joe seconded.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Priscilla Aldrich, cvc, cvt, cmc  
Town Clerk and Treasurer 


