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TOWN OF BURKE 
212 SCHOOL STREET 

WEST BURKE, VERMONT 05871 
467-3717 PHONE - 802-467-8623 FAX 

burke@burkevermont.org 
 

August 7, 2017 - 5:00 P.M. 
 

SELECTMEN’S MEETING 
Burke Town Clerk’s Office 

 
PRESENT: Christine Emmons, Darryel Corrow, Joe Allard, Dave Kaufman, Travis Corey,   
Rick Hackett, Bill Krajesk, Assessor, Richie Wray, Paul Reindeau 
 
Christine opened the Selectmen’s meeting.  They reviewed the minutes from the July 10th 
Selectboard meeting.  Priscilla told the Board that she mistakenly listed Jake Lavely, Wells 
Fargo as Dave Lavely. Christine made a motion to accept the minutes as amended, Joe 
seconded.  
 
ROAD FOREMAN REPORT –  Dave brought the Board up to date on what he and the road 
crew had done over the last month.  The have been working on the roads and replacing 
several culverts.  The grader has been over every road in town.  They have dealt with many 
washouts. They had some help from the Northwest Stewardship crew. 
 
Dave told the Board that the Town is required to have a Tree Warden.  He has received a  
letter from an attorney concerning the situation on the Sugarhouse Road where the roadcrew 
cut apple trees to make more visibility on a corner of Sugarhouse Road and Newark Street.  
The Board will try to find someone to fill that position. 
 
Dave also told the Board that they will be doing roadside mowing next month.  The new truck 
is here and working well.  Dave told the Board that there were a few things on back order. 
 
The Rubbish truck has been refurbished and is now back in operation.  
 
Pike gave Dave a quote of $96,000.00 to do some paving at various parts of roads. Depot 
Street, 960 feet from Route 5 to High Street, Burke Hollow Road (East Burke Side) 1,300 feet 
from BH Road across the bridge to Route 114, Burke Hollow Road by the School, 1,800, 
Bugbee Crossing Road from Route 5, 400 Feet, and Bugbee Crossing Road from Burke 
Hollow Road, 1,100 feet.  Grey’s Paving gave him a quote of $105,000 for the same areas.  
Christine made a motion to accept the Pike quote.  Darryel seconded. 
 
There was some discussion on writing up an agreement with George Wagner to store the 
sediment from the Dam in his pit in East Burke.  Christine will work on that.   
 
VISITORS:  Bill Krojeski, Assesor. - Bill came before the Board to bring to their attention of 
some errors and omissions that were omitted from the grandlist.  He is required by Law to 
bring it to the Selectboard and get their permission to adjust the as billed grandlist.  Bill told the 
Board that there were three properties that needed to be adjusted after the Grand List had 
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been frozen.  Two were for the same owner who has multiple properties and one of the 
transfers were taken off the wrong property.  The other was a sale that was not adjusted in 
time for the lodging of the grandlist.  The Board had no problem with those adjustments as 
they were minor. These adjustments will be made prior to the printing of the tax bills.  Joe 
made a motion to accept the adjustments as presented. Darryel seconded. 
 
Rick Hackett, Cemetery Sexton -  Rick came before the Board and said that he had 
someone call him and ask if he could put up a memorial stone in the Burke Green Cemetery.  
There are not very good records for that cemetery as it is the oldest cemetery in Burke and no 
one really knows where all of the burial sites are.  The Cemetery has been closed for many 
years.  He did not feel that they should honor his request because some of the grave sites are 
not marked.  He did not want to set precedence.  The Board agreed.  They will not allow 
anyone putting anything there in the future. 
 
Rick also told the Board that he felt that it was time to increase some of the prices of the lots 
for sale.  There seems to be more and more out of staters coming in and buying up large 
amounts of lots.  He felt the rates for non - residents should be adjusted.  After some 
discussion the board agreed to increase the single lots to $500.00, $600.00 for double and 
$1,000.00 for a full lot.  Chris made the motion to increase the prices as discussed.  Darryel 
seconded. 
 
Joe told Rick that he would meet with him to look at the trees that need to be taken down in the 
Hillside Cemetery..  They will mark them and have someone cut them down. 
 
CONSTABLE REPORT – No Report 
 
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT – Travis Corey, Interim ZA.  He told the Board that 
he had checked on a zoning violation in East Burke.  Chris asked him about the Ruggles 
violation.  She and Travis are supposed to follow up on the last visit that she and Doug had 
before he left for vacation.  Travis could not find the written report that Doug was supposed to 
do.  They will be checking with Doug as to the status. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS:  Richey Wray came before the Board to see if it was possible to get 
more good gravel on the roads.  He would like to see the amount of gravel increased on all the 
roads.  Chris told him that they are scheduled to receive the sediment and rocks from the 
removal of the East Burke Dam so hopefully they would have more gravel to work with in the 
future.  Joe told him that good gravel was hard to find.  They are aware of the need and 
hopefully there will be more available for next year. 
 
Paul Riendeau, owner of the Sutton Gravel Pit on Route 5 just outside of West Burke Village  
came before the Board to see if they would be interested in purchasing the property.  He said 
the pit consists of 95 acres and has many years of very good gravel in it.  It could also be 
subdivided and lots sold off or changed to other uses.  He is asking $425,000.  Joe asked if 
there are any limitations on the pit.  Mr. Riendeau said that the limit for withdrawal is 10,000 
yards per year which can be changed at any time as needed.  There are also time limits on the 
daily operations.  There was no further discussion. 
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There was discussion on a donation to Jim Hinman to help out with medical expenses after he 
was in a motorcycle accident out of state with serious injuries.  Joe made a motion to withdraw 
$2,500.00 from the Poor and Unfortunate Darling Fund. Darryel seconded.  The Town also 
gave $500.00 through the Go Fund Me Page in Jim’s name. 
 
Christine told Joe and Darryel that there is another “One Burke” meeting on August 15 at 6:30 
at the School.  She encouraged them to attend as this would be the meeting that they would 
be deciding on the projects that they will be taking on for Burke.  She thought their input would 
be helpful.  She was disappointed in the attendance from the West Burke side of Town.  
Christine said that West Burke is the gateway to Willoughby Lake and Crystal Lake and input 
from the Selectboard would be very helpful. 
 
Christine told the Board that the NBRC grant for $500,000.00 for the Bike Path had been 
denied.  There will be a Grant Review Meeting at 2 p.m. on Wednesday, September 6, at the 
Town Clerk’s office with the grant people.  They will discuss the comments from the reviewers 
and the scoring and let them know why they did not get it. 
 
TAX RATE: The Board reviewed the worksheet as presented.  Christine said that she had 
reviewed it and was satisfied that figures were correct as the budget was voted at Town 
Meeting.  The General Fund residential rate will be $0.4742; the School Residential will be 
$1.5874.  The General Fund non-residential rate will be $0.4742 and the School non-
residential rate will be $1.5227.  This is increase of $.07 for residential and a increase for the 
non-residential of $.08.  The tax bills will be going out next week.  Joe made a motion to set 
the tax rates as submitted.  Darryel seconded. 
 
The Board signed an information sheet on how to sort recycle.  These will be inserts with the 
tax bills. 
 
The Board signed the revised Rental Agreement with the Burke Senior Meal Site as required 
by our insurance company (VLCT).  They also signed a road access permit for Ron Burke. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE:  Reviewed a letter from Jake Lavely outlining the results of his visit last 
month.  The Board will write a letter asking him to combine some of the smaller accounts into 
one.   
 
The Board received a letter from New England Waste Service informing the Town of a rate 
increase from $93.78 for MSW to $95.29.  The C & D increased from $107.03 to $108.86. 
 
Reviewed VLCT inspection reports.  Most of the work has been done that the League had 
asked.  The office is waiting for Mike Harris to put down a new floor in the front entrance.  The 
recycle is installing a safety gate on the loading dock.  Dave has a few things left to do on his 
project. 
 
Received a letter of interest from Valerie Desmarais to be Secretary to the DRB.  It was 
suggested that she be asked to be secretary to the Planning Commission also.  The Board did 
not have a problem with appointing her to be secretary of the Boards. 
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Dufresne Group Consulting Engineers sent a letter to the Board concerning the Vermont 
Municipal Roads Stormwater General Permit.  They would like to assist the Town in complying 
with the permit process.  Christine will check with NVDA to see if they are helping 
municipalities with this permit process also before they respond to Dufresne. 
 
Received a letter of appreciation from Thomas Noyes, Sugarhouse Road for making the site 
distance better on Newark Street and Sugarhouse.  
 
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:  The Board reviewed the payables and signed the warrants as 
submitted.  
 
With no other business to come before the Board, Christine made a motion to adjourn.  Joe 
seconded.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Priscilla Aldrich, cvc, cvt, cmc  
Town Clerk and Treasurer 
 


