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TOWN OF BURKE 
212 SCHOOL STREET 

WEST BURKE, VERMONT 05871 
467-3717 PHONE - 802-467-8623 FAX 

burke@burkevermont.org 
 

September 6, 2017, 2017 - 3:00 P.M. 
 

SPECIAL SELECTMEN’S MEETING 
 

Burke Town Clerk’s Office 
 
 

PRESENT: Darryel Corrow, Christine Emmons, Keith Clark, Herman Hoyt, Katie Corrigan, (Northern 
Borders Regional Commission), Matt Langlois (Kingdom Trails) Amy Nixon (Caledonian)  
 
Christine opened the meeting and explained the purpose of the meeting which is to meet with a 
representative (Katie Corrigan) of the Northern Borders Commission who will explain the process of 
the East Darling Hill Bike grant which the Town was not granted.  Doug Morton (NVDA) who wrote the 
grant was unable to attend the meeting because of a scheduling issue. 
 
Katie told the Board that the Commission really was interested in their grant and has encouraged them 
the reapply as the funds will be available next year.  Christine explained to Katie how the Town had 
approached the grant which was basically a safety issue on that road.  She told her  that Kingdom Trails 
was going to partner with the Town on this project also. 
 
Katie told the Board that there were 29 applications and the Commission could only act on 10 and 6 of 
them were for the same type of project.  They were not really impressed with the way how Burke’s 
Grant was written, but was really interested in the project.  Katie gave the Board an outline of what the 
Commission was looking for in a grant and encouraged the Board to reapply.   She also told the Board 
that the Commission is available for assistance in writing the grant.  Christine told her that they were 
under the impression that this was a one shot deal.  Katie told her that there is funding for next year.  
This was good news for the Board. 
 
Matt Langlais (Kingdom Trails) came into the meeting a few minutes late so Christine brought him up 
to speed on what has been discussed so far.  
 
Matt had a few questions for Katie.  What is the outlook for NBRC for next year? There is discussion on 
the region expanding to Counties that are not available now.  Katie said if there were other categories 
that other counties could apply.  But she did say that this grant would be around for a while.  
 
Matt told the Board that Kingdom Trails was still very much interested in partnering with the Town if 
the Town was to reapply for this grant again.  They feel this is a very important project  They will 
continue to acquire the ROWs and land and will support the Town with this grant.  Matt also told the 
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Board that they will continue to purchase two lots along the East Darling Hill Road plus two other right 
of ways to make a trail and get the bikes off the road. 
 
Christine made a motion to re-apply for the Bike Ped grant when it comes available.  Darryel seconded. 
 
Christine made a motion to close the Special Selectboard Meeting, Darryel seconded. 
 

SELECTMEN’S MEETING 
Burke Town Clerk’s Office 

September 6, 2017 - 3:30- p.m. 
 
PRESENT: Christine Emmons, Darryel Corrow, Dave Kaufman, Travis Corey, Herm Hoyt, Keith Clark, Joe 
Allard 
 
Christine opened the Selectmen’s meeting.  They reviewed the minutes from the August 7, 2017 
Selectboard meeting.  Christine made a motion to accept the minutes as submitted  Darryel Second. 
 
ROAD FOREMAN REPORT –  Dave told the Board that they have taken care of the worst roads from  
the latest storms. The worst was Bugbee Crossing Road.  Crosscut Road has been ditched and  
graveled. The Brook Road projects done. Which consisted of ditching and graveling.  The Grader is out 
daily weather permitting. 
 
Dave has met with Shauna Clifford of the VT Department of Transportation on the East Burke Bridge on 
the Burke Hollow Road which had begun to break up and deteriorate.  Shauna  has suggested that it be 
chiseled out, Plate it, put in some rebar and pave over it. 
 
Dave told the Board that he has met with Norm from Pike and has gone over the roads that they had 
plans to pave.  They thought that they would not pave Depot Street instead putting that amount of the 
pavement on the East Darling Hill Road.  Christine told him that the East Darling Hill project was not 
going to happen at this time.  The Board may be applying for the grant for that project again next year. 
After some discussion they decided to stick to the original plan for paving. 
 
In reference to the removal of the East Burke Dam and the sediments, Dave said that he had met with 
George Wagner, Jr. who owns the gravel pit in East Burke where the sediment is going to be stored and 
he is adamant that he does not want any muck, tires, brush or trash. 
 
Ron Rhodes said that everything would be trucked to the Wagner pit and the Town of Burke would be 
responsible for taking out the scrap.  Christine said that was not the original agreement.  Christine will 
contact Ron to clarify that they are all on the same page. The Town’s understanding is that they only 
wanted the sediment.   
 
Road side mowing will get started on September 11, 2017 and end on September 22, 2017.   They will 
be renting the mower for this project.  Dave says that they have a better understanding of what needs 
to be done. 
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Trucks are in good shape.  Had an issue with Shane’s truck but that has been fixed.  Dave is very 
satisfied with McDevitts service and turnaround time.  They are out of Lancaster, New Hampshire.  The 
new truck has been in service daily.   
Dave told the Board that he has been informed that Jim Hinman will be released to go back to work 
after September 12th.  The Board wanted to be sure that there will be no risks of him returning to work 
for the Town.  Christine suggested that Jim have his Doctor fill out the  Capabilities Form.  This will tell 
what he is able to do and how many hours he could work each day to begin with. 
 
Christine told Dave that she had been contacted by Michelle Eynon, Burke Hill. She is still having 
problems with water running into her driveway ever since they repaved Burked Hill Road last year.  
Dave did indicate that there should be a culvert there with some rocks.  The issue is that normally if the 
home owner needs a culvert, the home owner would pay for the culvert, the town would install it  but 
since the Town caused the issue, Mrs. Eynon did not feel that she should have to pay for it.  The Board 
will offer her 50/50 split on the expense. 
 
Gerard Wilkie, who runs the ski equipment program for the Burke Town School has asked the Board if 
they would furnish the Garbage truck to dispose of the old unusable skis as they have done in the past.  
Dave will give him a call and make arrangements. 
 
VISTIORS: Kerri  O’Brien came before the Board to ask them if they wanted to move forward with the 
catch basins.  The plan was to put in 4 catch basins on the lower end of Beldon Hill Road.  There were 
issues about maintenance of the catch basins after they were installed.  It is appears that the Town 
would be responsible for the cleaning of the basins which would be an additional expense that the 
Town would be responsible for.  After much discussion on the pros and cons, it appears the cons 
outweighed the pros and the consideration of the cost share for the Town which would be around 
$20,000.00 which could include in-kind services from the Town.  Kerri told the Board that this is only a 
voluntary project at this time and this is not mandatory.  After discussion with the rest of the Board, 
Christine made a motion not to install any catch basins at this time.  Darryel seconded. 
 
CONSTABLE REPORT – No Report 
 
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT – Christine told the Board that they had received a letter of 
resignation from the current Zoning Administrator, Doug Gimler.  Christine made the motion to accept 
Doug’s letter of resignation.  Darryel seconded.  He also indicated in his letter that he would be willing 
to be the Assistant ZA if the Board so chooses.   
 
The proper procedures to appoint a new Zoning Administrator is to advertise and submit applications 
to the Planning Commission.  The Planning Commission would review the applications and submit a 
letter of recommendation to the Selectboard.  This could take up to a two month process according to 
meeting schedules. 
 
Christine asked Travis, Interim ZA if he would be willing to continue as the interim ZA until  the proper 
procedure was met.  The only thing Travis had an issue with is that there is a State Zoning 
Administrators meeting during this waiting period.  The Board did not think that would be an issue and 
if he wanted to attend that training course they would be willing to fund it. Other than that there is not 
any other issues. 
 



 

 4 

Christine made the motion to extent the Interim position of Travis Corey until proper procedure is met 
which could take up to two months.  Darryel seconded. 
 
Christine made the motion to accept Doug Gilmer’s offer to be assistant Zoning Administrator .  Darryel 
second. 
 
Travis reported that this month was pretty slow, but he had several inquiries over the phone and 
checked out some previous permits for COO.  Christine will work on her schedule to work with Travis 
on some of the violations. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS:  Rick Hackett has suggest to the Board that the Meeting House porch get painted.  
The Board told Priscilla to go ahead and ask George Frank (Maintenance Man) to go look at it and have 
him put on some top grade paint. 
 
The Board signed a contract with Cargill for winter salt.  This is a decrease since last year.  The rate for 
this year’s salt is $68.78 per ton for Deicer Control Bulk for and estimated 850 Ton.   
 
The Board received an email from Amy Montgomery requesting to be appointing to the Planning 
Commission.  Joe made a motion to appoint Amy to the Planning Commission.  Darryel seconded 
 
There was an offer to donate a piano to the Town from Matthew Greenstone of Burke Hollow.  After 
some discussion, the Board thought it might be some advantage for the Community Building.  If it did 
not fit in then they would get rid of it.  They will accept Mr. Greenstone’s offer.  The Town will need to 
make arrangements to pick up the piano. 
 
It was brought to the Boards attention that the last shipment of tires cost the Town $7 each to ship out 
and we charge $6.00 each from the Town Residence to dispose of them.  After some discussion the 
Board agreed to increase the rate of all sized tires by $2.00 each. 
 
 CORRESPONDENCE:  No Action taken. 
 
The next meeting will be October 2, 2017 at 5 p.m. 
 
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:  The Board reviewed the payables and signed the warrants as submitted.  
 
With no other business to come before the Board, Christine made a motion to adjourn.  Joe seconded.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Priscilla Aldrich, cvc, cvt, cmc  
Town Clerk and Treasurer 


