
Burke Selectboard Meeting 

April 5, 2021 

Zoom Meeting 

Present: Linda Corey-Hackett, Cathi Feeley, Mike Harris, Dave Kaufman, Christine Emmons, Ford 

Hubbard, Joe Allard, Valerie Desmarais 

Guests: Greg Goyette, Abby Long, Dana Gray, Peter Fairweather, Drew Pollack-Bruce, Susan Pierce 

 

 

Christine called the meeting to order at 5:01. 

The March meeting minutes were reviewed, Christine motioned to approve as written, Joe seconded. 

 

The "Pre-Construction" meeting minutes were reviewed, Christine sought to amend the last paragraph 

re: culverts with a date and timeline change to mid to late June for the major portion of the project. Joe 

seconded. So moved.  

 

The Town Meeting Minutes of 03.01&02, 2021 were reviewed. These are the official results of the 

voters Australian Ballot. Christine motioned to approve as written, Joe seconded. 

 

Dave gave the Road Foreman's report: The Freightliner has gone to Pepin's Truck Repair in Derby; the 

truck has electrical issues and needs a gearbox and a hydraulic pump. The Ton Truck is also being 

worked on "in-house". The wingback plow got damaged and is being worked on as well.  

The road crew is grading and applying gravel. The gravel from Santo's pit is very good. 

The crew is also cleaning culverts, doing maintenance brush cutting, sweeping and road grading. 

Mike and Dave have spoken with Pike about some paving, the end of E. Darling Hill will be part of the 

quotes from Pike. 

There is winter sand "left over", which will diminish purchase needs next winter. 

Orchard Road residents Michelle and Frank Green submitted a letter requesting a site visit to consider 

how the road grade impacts their property. They are concerned about run-off and gravel silting a 

nearby wetlands area. Christine agrees this requires a site visit to arrive at a solution that works for 

everyone. Timeline is within the next week. 

 

Kingdom Trails Network and Feasibility Study : Greg Goyette  and Drew Pollock - Bruce from Stantec 

gave an update. Public engagement is high, with 450 responses and 1/3 of respondents living within 25 

miles of East Burke. A Crosswalk is the number one priority identified in the surveys. The focus on a 

crosswalk dovetails with the VTrans scoping study and puts the town in a good position for a grant to 

continue to develop this option. 20% local matching dollars is the precedent but that is not an official 

figure.  

The purpose of the study is to look at impacts of infrastructure relative to: 

Right of Ways - Utilities - Environmental Impacts and  Cultural and Historic / Archeological impacts.  

The scoping study work plan has a 6-9 month timeline. The town would take the lead on the scoping 

study regarding the crosswalk in East Burke.  

The bridge at the junction of Burke Hollow Road and East Darling Hill is identified as needing to be 

replaced. The scoping study will get more specific and will help  identify options and trade-offs.  

Mike mentioned that the  retaining wall at the East Burke Congregational Church may be part of the 

feasibility study via the Bike-Pedestrian Program, Mike does not want this follow up to conflict with 

the various infrastructure proposals.  



Ford suggested that there be better access to Kirby Mountain Trails, he also suggested that trails could 

be constructed further south of town that could facilitate access to the conserved land on Darling Hill. 

He urged consideration of a long-range view. Kingdom Campground and the Lyndon Municipal area 

park site were discussed as access points. It was agreed that dispersement is key. Drew will follow up 

when he sees notice of funding opportunities. 

 

Peter Fairweather of Fairweather Consulting gave a One Burke update. He reported on the Stakeholder 

Outreach that was conducted to gather a Vision for West Burke, where feedback was collected from 

about 130 people. Some common themes were: a small cafe, an equipment or outfitter rental and a 

specialty food store or food processor. He said that there is demand for activity.  

He shared a Preliminary Development Concept Streetscape Restoration slide to include sidewalks and a 

tree lined street as West Burke was in the past. He suggests that a catalytic project can jumpstart the  

process of investment; he identified the Universalist Church as a community center or focal point, once 

ADA compliant the building can become a community resource. Another long term focus could be 

redeveloping the south end of West Burke. Next steps include identifying synergies to incorporate 

relevant findings: finalize a vision document, conduct a market analysis, maintain ongoing community 

visioning, renderings and an action plan for funding sources.  

The town water and wastewater systems are identified as critical to West Burke revitalization, and the 

documentation of these issues will provide a good foundation to seek infrastructure funding.  

Joe remarked that the problems with four rental properties owned by Rick Schwag and Tom 

Williamson in West Burke make it tough to move forward with any kind of progress. The three 

remaining buildings in the center of the village are in poor condition and with the junk vehicles and 

trash on site, it doesn’t make the Village very attractive for any kind of development. The burned out 

building is also a Public Health Hazard. It was noted that with prudent public investment problems may 

be overcome. 

Christine stated that there has been a lot of work done and that it's appreciated.  

 

Mike Harris gave the Zoning and Town Administrator report: 

There is a recycling load of plastic going out 04.06. There will be a load of cardboard in a week or so. 

Gutter work for the recycling building has been scheduled, lights have been installed. The rubbish truck 

had been repaired and gone through.  

A feasibility study for the Town Garage should be complete in the next week or so. 

The "Tree Warden" statutes have been re-written, Mike took the class recently. Gary Paquette is 

currently the tree warden and would like to keep this position. 

Mike wants to put a shade tree plan together, he has applied for an Arbor Day grant via the 

Conservation Committee.  

The Congregational Church retaining wall work needs to be coordinated; the church has very little 

money and the town will need to help with some of the costs. 

Mike went to a VLCT seminar on "Employee Handbooks", ours needs updating. 

Per the Fire Marshall the stove in the Senior Meal Kitchen site needs to be replaced with a stove that 

does not have pilots that stay lit all the time, the kitchen also needs a hood system with a firewall. 

There was a site visit at the "Pilgrim Manor" site. 

Mike met with the Skalwalds and the McAndrews and they have come up with a plan that Kevin Lajoie 

agreed to, it involves "throwing up" the road. Kevin will have access to his house and there will be 2 

curb cuts. Kevin will pay for the road and proper driveways as well as surveying.. He will also put 

some plantings up to shelter the view. Christine motioned to "throw up" Town Highway 20. Joe 

seconded. This is the beginning of a process, there needs to be a public hearing. 



Joe wrote up "Emergency Health Orders" which Mike attempted to get delivered via the Sherriff's 

Department.  Rick Schwag refused delivery and did not respond to the letters citing health violations. 

Mike petitioned the court for a "tack order" which was denied by the court. 

The burned out building is very dangerous; it is not secured and people are entering the building at 

great risk. The building has been reappraised. Mike is filing court paperwork on Howard Bailey, Dan 

Strout and Tom Williamson for vehicles, frames, etc. He noted that the court systems are not backing 

up the process. He also addressed language on a hand written sign downtown. 

Mike met with Tim Roberts. His fencing, signage, tires and trailer boxes are encroaching the work area 

for the new bridge. Mike let Tim know that there is going to be a lot of traffic during and after 

construction. 

 

Other Business:  

Lawn mowing bid needs to be advertised, Mike will look at what has been done in the past. 

Letter from Orchard road residents Frank and Michelle Green, Joe asked for a timeline to meet with the 

Greens to discuss the roadway issues. 04.12 was agreed upon, Mike will let the Greens know. 

 

Appointments for Selectboard Chair, Planning Commission and Developmental Review Board, 

Conservation Committee, Fence Viewer, Tree Warden, Fire Warden, Animal Control and Sexton.  

Joe made a motion to re-appoint all officers, Christine seconded, motion passed.  

 

Correspondence: 

Solid Waste Plan is in and good for 10 years. 

Mike will email Mike Sherling, Dept. of Fire and Safety re: Rick Schwag, as well as violations at the 

old post office buildings. Joe is working with the Dept. of Environmental Conservation for septic and 

well head violations at the old post office as well. 

The resignation of Sean Montague from the Planning Commission was accepted with regret. Christine 

motioned and Joe seconded, the PC vacancy is posted on the town website and posted in the 

Caledonian Record.  

Midway Charter sent a receipt for their portion of the E. Darling Hill Road project. Construction is 

tentatively scheduled for the beginning of the season. 

CUD - Community Union District ( broadband access)  representatives Todd Venditouli and Jen 

Barone to be re-appointed.   

Mike will send a group email to schedule site visits to the Patoine and Gingue properties, Gerard wants 

to be present. 

Joe will visit the current town garage to take care of any safety and health issues there. 

Cathi reports that we have a 2 year hazardous waste contract. May and July household hazardous waste 

dates are set, Sept. and October to be determined. 

May 8th Bulky Day: Dave asked about regulating the size of the loads. A "pick up load" is open to 

interpretation. Dave says that 16' trailers are common. The permit will be re-worded to add limits to 

trailer loads. Mike will call folks who already purchased permits and let them know the limits. The 

price on rubbish bags to stay at $3.00. 

Christine motioned to adjourn at 7:14, all seconded. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Valerie Desmarais 

802-467-3663 


