
 

Town of Burke 

212 School Street 

West Burke, Vermont 05871 

Email:burke@burkevermont.org 

Burke Community Building 

August 1, 2022 

Present:  

Town Clerk: Linda Hackett-Corey 

Town Treasurer: Cathi Feeley 

Selectboard: Joe Allard, Mark Daigle 

Road Foreman: Dave Kaufman 

Town Administrator: Jim Sullivan 

Minutes Clerk: Valerie Desmarais 

Guests: Cheryl Boone, Elise Lawson, Chris Manges, Cathie Wheeler, Carol Krochak, Sean 

Dobbin.  

 

Meeting called to order at 5:03 by Joe Allard 

July Meeting Minutes and Special Meeting Minutes were all approved as written. 

Visitors: 

Cheryl Boone: hoping to organize a horseback tour on September 17 for Newark Street out to 

Clayton Hams, she is offering 2 versions. She is planning on putting up signage. Joe wondered 

about having the sheriff come out to assist with the start. This is approved. 

Sean Dobbins on behalf of East Burke School, regarding safe storage of school records in the 

event of the East Burke School closing. He thinks there is about a single file cabinet. Cathi 

recommends he speak with Kingdom East SU as they may have a place to securely store 

student records; Linda says there is room downstairs – James stated that the Community 

Building can be counted on to keep records under “lock and key”. Sean will bring this info back 

to his board and proceed accordingly. 

Elise Lawson: Update on Community Forest efforts – they have raised enough money to 

purchase the North Pasture Community Forest and are also working with Vermont Housing 

and Conservation and Trust for Public Land to develop a stewardship plan so that cost will not 

need to come out the Town’s budget. The VT Land Trust has adjacent property that will help 

with access. The Purchase and Sales agreement for the North Pasture has lapsed, the realtor 

has agreed to not renew and thus save the commission fees. Chris Manges noted that 

community members of varying interests would be invited (3 citizens) and 2 Burke 

Conservation Commission members to organize a Sub – Committee to assist in the planning 

and stewardship of North Pasture and Willey Woods Community Forests. Chris also mentioned 

that this could be a 2 year commitment with rotating individuals serving on this committee. 



Carol Krochak: Carol appeared before the board with concerns about the towns open meeting 

law, the town is required to put the agenda on the town’s official website within a specified 

time and publicly post warnings of the meetings in 3 places.  Carole is urging the SB to learn 

more about these regulations and to ensure that these rules are observed. James reported 

that everyone in the office is really making an effort and paying a lot of attention to this 

protocol and is being very careful to maintain the guidelines. Carol wondered about the emails 

that were gathered in the effort to compile a “list serve” style email blast. Cathi noted that the 

email blast usually have about 50% bouncing back as “undeliverable” and that maintaining 

that email list is very time consuming. Cathi also noted that all town boards meetings and 

agendas are on the town website under “Burke News” and are posted at least 48 hours in 

advance. The specific timeframe for Special Meetings was not identified. 

 

Dave Kaufman – Road Foreman’s report: Backhoe is back and been on Old Farm Road doing 

culverts. The new excavator is coming this week. There is a hole at Hayden’s Crossing where 

water flowed into a culvert that is going to need to be replaced. The roads are good and hard, 

grading is going well. The loader has a damaged step and battery box, the initial estimate is 

about 5k to repair. Dave is wondering about having AutoSaver to sandblast and replace what is 

rusting and possibly repaint it too. All the culvert for the grant projects are arriving. Dave 

asked for a new cut-off saw. The current cut-off saw lacks a water system -the unit that is 

currently in use is about 15 years old and was purchased used from a mason. Dave priced out 

a saw with a water system: (saw, 16” blade, and cart with a water feed that can be used 

standing up and is about 3k from “Contractors Direct”.) Joe asked about the budget; there is 

money for this. 

STOP AHEAD signs are ordered for Hollow Road, James will reach out to Shauna about the 

paving scope. The Freightliner stranded Dave out on Marshall Newland Road, the crew was 

able to get it running the next day. New trucks are ordered. 

 

Joe would like to get started on the RFP for the site plan for the new town garage. The drive 

egress is fine, the plan need so be cognizant of electrical lines and ROW there. James will get 

that document over to Joe asap. 

 

James Sullivan – Town Administrator’s Report: Area speeding complaints on Mountain Road, a 

citizen called James and James reached out to the sheriff, the Sheriffs Office agreed to create a 

presence there and in Burke Hollow too to address large farm trucks apparently speeding 

there. James reported that there was a site visit in Burke Hollow, James reached out to LED to 

see about moving the 2 electrical poles in the “triangles” there. There was also a discussion re: 

grinding out the tree stumps at the Town Meeting House and planting new maple trees. There 

are some cracks in the Meeting House windows, James will see to their repair. The roof is also 

going to need to be replaced. The lease for the excavator is in place, excavator is due by the 



end of the week, Cathi offered to have a reference from Community National Bank to verify 

the towns financials for the lease. Hazardous Waste Day : 32 from Burke and 3 from St. 

Johnsbury attended. New Town Garage site plan was discussed with Nathan Hovey of VT 

Transportation Dept., the conversation centered around egress and access to the property. 

July 21st a Pizza Party was held for employees, all enjoyed!  

 

Correspondence and Other Business: 

Tax Rate: CLA rate dropped a lot, school rate went up. Town Rate has increased too. 

Residential Rate will go up .19. The total residential rate will go to 2.3527, the non-residential 

rate is 2.48. The town-wide reappraisal will help with equalizing the rates.  

Joe motioned that the SB accept the tax rates as presented, all in favor. 

 

Discussion re: sharing the cost of Sheriff’s Department for Traffic Control on 09.24.22 for the 

Fall Festival. Joe motioned to split this cost with the Burke Chamber of Commerce, as well as 

have the rubbish truck be available that day and the next. All in favor. 

 

KTA requests use of Darling Park – use of outlets and water at the East Burke Park for the 

landowners Appreciation Day on 09.10.22. There was some discussion of the electrical and 

water systems there. James will check with Wayne Greer about the water and electrical.  

 

Tamara Fellows requests a “Hidden Drive” and an additional speed limit sign at 1800 Burke 

Hollow Road. Cathi wonders about liability for signs, James will go up and take pictures and 

check with VTLTC re: liability issues and line of sight. 

 

There was some discussion regarding parking on the sidewalks and town ROW in East Burke. 

“No Parking” signs will be considered for these locations to increase safety and increase the 

longevity of the new sidewalks. 

 

Accounts Payable and Payroll 

Approve and Sign Accounts payable Warrant 

Approve and Sign Payroll Warrant 

Sign Cemetery Lots 

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:40 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

Valarie Desmarais 

 
 


