
Town Of Burke 

Planning Commission Meeting 08.18.20  

Zoom Meeting -  PC members:  Keith Clark, Carol Krochak, Valerie Desmarais, Todd Vendituoli, 

Mike Harris - Town Administrator 

The meeting was called to order at 6:05. 

July meeting minutes were approved as written. 

Planning Commission meeting attendance was discussed. It would be helpful if a member is not able to 

attend to let Todd know. Todd will reach out to Sean to see if he still wants to participate as a PC 

member. 

Adam Kennedy, Brook Road chloride treatment operation update: It was learned that an Act 250 

permit is required for this business. An Act 250 application was sent and received via certified mail. 

The Planning Commission has standing once the application is submitted, and can request a public 

hearing. There is no rule on whether the town or state issues a permit first. Mike reports that Mr. 

Kennedy had submitted a permit request at the 08.12.20 Burke DRB meeting, and that the board will 

conduct a site visit. The Permit Application is continued to the September DRB meeting. Abutters from 

other towns do need to be notified, Mike will check to ensure that Mr. Kennedy has warned abutters in 

Newark, the property is on the town line. 

Carol wonders how the general public is warned re: site visits. Also, does the "P" sign need to be 

displayed  when the permit process is continued? The permit application is to be posted in 3 locations, 

one of which is the Caledonian Record. Where are the other applications posted? 

Mike will warn the DRB site visit, and will check into the "P" sign. 

Since the chloride plant infrastructure is in place, the operation is technically in violation and Mike has 

sent Mr. Kennedy a letter stating that. Act 250 Enforcement Department has been notified, as has the 

Vermont Agency of Natural Resources.  Mike reiterated that permitting is a process and that 

community members and neighbors can share concerns with the DRB. 

The current Junk Ordinance was reviewed. Residences with piles of junk and garbage puts them in 

violation. There is language in the by-laws pertaining to these violations and a sequence to follow when 

addressing them, letters are sent and then fines are attached. Repercussions occur when the property 

changes hands. The unpaid fine acts as a lien  and can slow the sale of the property. Mike is working 

toward enforcement without costing the town a lot of money in attorney fees, these violations have a 

tendency to malinger. The town does not have an attorney on retainer. 

 

 



Changing the by-law language was considered; if there is language in the by-laws pertaining to general 

upkeep and rubbish it could provide an opportunity to have a discussion with the applicant. It was 

determined that PC members would look at other towns site plans relative to their junk ordinances and 

share the results with the PC.  

Todd: Lyndonville 

Val: Barton 

Carol: Danville & Montpelier 

Keith: Hardwick 

Internally Lit Signage was discussed. These are not allowed unless "grandfathered." A motion was 

made to keep the language "as is" ( page 19 - #10 -Burke By-laws) and passed by a vote. 

The "Miller High Life"' sign at The Orange Rind is still on everyday; it is a neon beer sign and it needs 

to be off. Mike will send a letter referencing this lighted sign. It was noted that "Clementine's" adjacent 

to The Orange Rind and owned by the same family has a new bright sign; the lights in the parking lot 

are for safety and Clementine's was also approved for low voltage "down shedding" lights. Mike stated 

that all the signs are supposed to be shut off at night.  

It was noted that The Northeast Kingdom Country Store has internally lit signs, Mike will check on 

those. The general consensus is that there is an excessive amount of light in East Burke. The by-laws 

changed in 2006-07.  Pre-existing lighting is "grandfathered".  Mike stated that when ownership 

changes, the new owners should be gradually  moving toward compliance. 

Page 19 - 9d Burke By-Laws: many of the lighted signs in town are grandfathered. A discussion ensued 

relative to wattage and lumens. No bulbs are to exceed 150W and the total wattage is not to exceed 

300. The advent of LED lights has led to a change for very bright lights. The PC may consider adding 

language re: lumens and "brightness", per light and per aggregate lighting.  

Todd gave an update on "grandfathered rights". Per the NVDA and The VTLCT, "grandfathered" laws 

cannot be changed unless ownership changes and /or permits are applied for. A timeline cannot be put 

in place if the site has been "grandfathered". 

Carol shared information from Alison Low, NVDA. Roads, rivers, ponds, etc. are all to be considered 

as abutters as they are contiguous to property lines. Can the PC re-visit this to gain more clarity and 

add to the by-laws? It was noted that the definition of "abutter" is in the "definitions" page of the by-

laws. Abutter letters should have all the pertinent information in the letter and make it easy for citizens 

to participate and share feedback, including Zoom meeting links and call in numbers. 

The Planning Commission role was discussed relative to a specific "Code of Ethics". Mike will send 

the document. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:37  

Submitted: Valerie Desmarais 


