
Town of Burke 
212 School Street 

West Burke VT 05871 
Development Review Board 

Meeting Minutes 
August 8, 2018 

6:00 P.M. 
 
 

Members present:  Mike Harris, Scott Chappell, Herm Hoyt, Ed Guest, Eleanor Kenworthy, Buddy 
Machell 
 
Visitors: Keith Clark, Mike Mathers, Tammy Wagner, George Wagner Jr, Bob McKee, Stuart Miles and  
Kathleen Feeley 
 
Zoning Administrator, Brent Shafer 
 
Mike opened the meeting with reading the oath, also disclosure of interested parties and ex parte 
communications. 
 
Permit # 2018-07- Robert McKee is asking for a variance at his 371 Pinkham Road property. Mr. McKee 
came to the May meeting requesting a variance to build an addition on his home. He requested the 
variance in the front and back.  The front setback is 39 ft. The back setback would be only 10 ft. from the 
property line of Mr. Graves.   The board requested that Mr. McKee get a letter from his abutters, stating 
they were aware of that setback, from the property lines, for this addition.  The letters were received from 
Burke 2000 & Mr. Graves.   Mr. Graves email stated that the 75 ft. setback was fine with him.  The board 
felt that Mr. Graves wasn’t aware that it was a 10 ft. setback. This permit was tabled because the board 
requested Mr. McKee to contact Mr. Graves again and have him send a letter stating that he is aware the 
setback was 10 ft. and requested Mr. McKee present at the July meeting.  On June 15, 2018, Mr. Graves 
did send an email stating that he was aware of the 10 foot setback.  
 
In July the board did not meet due to a lack of quorum. 
 
At the August  8th meeting the board acknowledged the letter from Mr.  Graves. Mike asked if there were 
any other questions or interested parties. There were none. Mike asked for a motion to close the hearing. 
Buddy motioned, Ed seconded, all in favor. Hearing Closed 
 
Permit #SD2018-04- Stuart Miles is requesting to subdivide his 18.5 Acres of land into 3 lots. This property 
is located at the intersection of West Darling Hill and Bugbee Crossing Road --One lot-2-A will be 5.1 acres- 
Lot 2#B 5.0 Acres and Lot 2C will be 8.4 Acres. Two road accesses have been approved. Letters to abutters 
have been written.   A survey map has been presented.  This property is located in the AR 2 District.  There 
are no interested parties. Board has no other questions. Mike asked for a motion to close this hearing.  
Buddy motioned, Scott seconded. Hearing closed 
 
Permit # SD2018-05-Tom Blake is here requesting to subdivide his parcel on Newark Street. This parcel 
has 2 houses on it and they want each house to have it’s own lot. One parcel will be 14.7 acres. The other  
 Lot will be 3.3 acres. This property is in the Village Mixed use section.  When the districts were created in 
the Bylaws, this property was zoned in the AR 1 section. This was incorrect and the mistake was pointed 



out to the Planning Board. After research and paperwork that proved this was in the village mixed use, 
the zoning district map was corrected. The property that is beside of Tom Blake, which is owned by Betty 
Achilles is also in the village Mixed Used district. There were no interested parties, no other questions. 
Mike asked for a motion to close the hearing, Scott made the motion, Buddy seconded. All in favor, 
Hearing closed. 
 
Permit #2018-24 Mike Mathers is requesting to build a 24 x 48 woodshed at 44 Belden Hill Road. This will 
be used for firewood he sells.  He is also looking to extend his hours at the tiki bar. He would like to stay 
open until midnight. Closing time now is 11 P.M. Letters to the abutters have been written. Site plan has 
been presented. There were 3 interested parties. George and Tammy Wagner and Kathleen Feeley. 
 
Mike had in the past moved a woodshed which now is used to park vehicles in. Where that woodshed was 
located is now a leach field. The new woodshed will be located 53 Ft from the Wagner’s property line. 
 
Tammy questioned Mike how he determines his property as far as what is the front and back. He explained 
how he has done that.  There are no other questions on the woodshed part of this permit. 
 
Hours for the tiki bar he would like to extend to midnight. Closing time now is 11. This will be from May 
1st to October 31. -Seven Days a week.  He would like to have special functions occasionally.   Kathleen 
Feeley is concerned about the noise, she lives at 330 VT RT 114 in East Burke.  She said sometimes when 
there is live music she can hear the bass of the music.  Mike stated the extended hours will not be for 
music, all the time.  There are no other questions. Mike ask for a motion to close the hearing. Buddy 
motioned/ Ed seconded, all in favor. Hearing closed. 
 
Mail: The board reviewed the letter received by the Planning Board Chairman James Bentley in reference 
to the Zoning Bylaw’s.  (This will be attached with the minutes) 
 
Other Business:  Mike Mathers is looking to develop property north of the village in East Burke on RT 114. 
It is property owned by Cliff Payne.   There is a barn on this property that Mike would like to convert in a 
Brewery and a restaurant.  This business would be open year round.  He is proposing enough parking for 
180 cars, which willThis would help the parking issues in the village. He would like the DRB thoughts on 
this because a restaurant is not listed as a permitted or conditional use in the AR 1 section of the Burke 
Zoning Bylaws. 
 
The email planning commission chairman James Bentley sent,  had  some suggestions that in the Burke 
Zoning Bylaws in Section 204, & Section 210, which the board may be able to refer to, rather than a change 
to the zoning bylaws. The brewery on US RT 5 in West Burke is considered light Industry. 
 
After some discussion, the board suggested to Mike Mathers that he talk to the abutting neighbors about 
this project.  Mike asked to be put on September’s agenda.  
 
Zoning Administrator Report:   Mike asked Brent about the mobile home on Rt. 5 in West Burke owned 
by Howard Bailey. The mobile is in violation and needs to be moved. Brent has spoken with him several 
times with no results.   He will send him a letter. 
 
Brent said he can’t seem to catch up with the Cuccia’s to discuss some zoning complaints, at the Public 
House. 
 



He did send out a violation to Rick Schwag about the illegal auto repair operation going on at 45 VT RT 5A 
in West Burke Village. 
 
He has permission from Select Board to contact Chad Hickey to work on updating the Violation letter. 
 
Brent met with Maurice Towers, a neighbor of Kevin Lajoie who is building a house located at 1248 
Marshall Newland Road.  Mr. Towers is stating that Mr. Lajoie has built the house to close to the Old 
County Road.  
Brent said the house is  23 Ft. from the road, also there is a pile of dirt and concrete blocking access to the 
Old County Road. Brent will contact someone from the State on Rules for Old County Roads. Mr. Lajoie 
may need to come to the DRB for a variance. Brent suggested the board do a site visit, Mike said if Mr. 
Lajoie submits a permit then a site visit may be necessary.  
 
Review of June’s Minutes, Mike asked for a motion to accept the minutes as written, Eleanor made the 
motion, Buddy seconded, all in favor.  Minutes approved. 
 
Keith Clark is here to observe how things work. 
 
No other Business, Mike asked for a motion to adjourn, Scott made the motion, Buddy seconded, all in 
favor. Meeting adjourned at 7:30.P.M. 
 
Respectfully submitted; 
 
Linda Hackett-Corey 
DRB Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


