
 Burke Conservation Commission Minutes 

 5:30 pm, September 21, 2022 

 Burke Town Hall Meals Site 

 In attendance  : Brandon, Dusty, Elise, Cathie, Chris,  Mike Harris, Matt Langlais 

 1.  August Minutes-approved. 

 2.  Community Forests 

 a.  North Pasture Community Forest is official! 

 i.  Thank you,  Mike, for all of your last minute hard work 

 ii.  Thank you Cathie Feeley for helping organize everyone 

 iii.  Thank you to the Select Board for making this happen with a last minute 

 meeting to vote in the community forest and close on the property! 

 b.  Matt Langlais will be out Community Forest Forester as a county forester. 

 i.  The commission is thrilled to have Matt’s expertise and assistance with 

 the town-owned working forests. 

 ii.  He will help with the overall management of the forest, education, boots 

 on the ground 

 iii.  Makail Tipton will work with Matt as a Sterling College student. He will 

 assist Matt and his work will be an independent course to fulfill his 

 forestry degree. 

 c.  Stewardship Sub-committee 

 i.  Discussed potential members and will reach out to them 

 ii.  Discussed we need to include how money from Timber Sales will be 

 distributed. Often 10-15% goes to the general fund and the rest to the 

 towns conservation fund so money can go back into the forests. This is far 

 down the road as both forests are relatively young. 

 iii.  The Select Board is happy with the sub-committee charter. Matt will 

 review it and we will give a copy to the select board at their next meeting. 

 d.  Elise sent out wrap up reports to Davis Conservation Fund, Fields Pond 

 Foundation and Kingdom Trails Mini grant. 

 e.  BCC reviewed the press release draft from Vermont Land Trust. Once finalized, 

 we will share on social media and reach out to Dana Gray at the Caledonian 

 Record. 

 f.  Brandon, Cathie, Chris and Dusty will be at Burke’s Fall Foliage Festival talking to 

 people about our community forests and gathering input on uses and goals. 

 These goals will be part of the management plans. 

 i.  Discussed having a field tour in winter or next spring on North Pasture 

 (and hopefully Willey Woods) for public engagement, involvement and to 

 rekindle our educational programs. 



 g.  Willey Woods - Hayden Smith and Kate Wanner will be at VHCB’s meeting 

 September 28th to see if we will be funded and amount. Anyone is welcome to 

 join them or call in if we would like. We are very grateful for their hard work, 

 attention to detail, and expertise on the Willey Woods Property. Thank you! 

 i.  The Commission has finished reviewing the interim stewardship plan and 

 added what we could. Matt Langlais is helping too. 

 3.  Other new business - Jens Hilke will attend our January meeting to talk about NRI map 

 updates. 

 Meeting adjourned at 7:00pm. 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 Elise Lawson 


