
 

 

Town of Burke 
212 School Street 

West Burke VT 05871 
Development Review Minutes 

December 12, 2018 
6:00 P.M. 

 

Members Present: Mike Harris, Eleanor Kenworthy, Scott Chappell, Buddy Machell, Herman Hoyt. 

Visitors: Jeff Hale, William Achilles  

Mike opened the meeting with the reading of the oath.  Also disclosure of interested parties and ex parte 

communications. There were none. 

Permit # 2018-39-Rebecca Owens and Julie Culbertson permit was tabled last month. The board 

requested a detailed site plan of the project for this meeting. An email was received that they would be 

unable to attend this meeting. The board voted to table this until January 9, 2019. 

Permit 2018-48- David Pavlik is requesting a variance to build a garage at 1037 Victory Road. Mr. Pavlik 

was unable to attend this meeting. The board discussed this permit and would like Mr. Pavlik to avoid 

asking for a variance. Mike Harris will call to meet with him. 

Permit 2018-44. Jeff Hale is representing Mr. Stephen McGowan. This permit is an amendment from an 

earlier permit 2018-26. On September 12, 2018 Mr. McGowan requested to repair the shelf East of 

bike/vast trail, and remove a pile of dirt removed from the river in the past from spring Ice Jams.  This 

permit was sent to Sacha Pealer for her review and comments. It was then approved by the Development 

Review Board on September 12, 2018.  

On April 10, 2018, the Town of Burke voted to adopt Bylaw change (Section 503 page 39) to the flood 

hazard regulations, which apply to FEMA’S Special Flood Hazard Area which are shown on the Flood 

Insurance Rate Maps and the River Corridors which are mapped by VT Agency of Natural Resources.   Any 

permit that is received by the Town for building or work in any of these Special Flood areas, must be 

forwarded to Sacha Pealer at the Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation Watershed 

Division, before any action can be taken by the town. 

 When Sacha reviewed this project, again, she discovered that the bike path had been moved, which 

wasn’t part of the original permit and wondered if the material of dirt left from the spring flood was 

removed, which it has been. 

Mr. McGowan was issued a violation letter on October 18, 2018, from the Town of Burke in regards to 

relocating the bike path without a permit. A copy was also sent to Jeff Hale.  They had seven days to 

submit a permit to the Town of Burke from the day that the certified letter was accepted, for the bike 

path.  On October 24, 2018 the Town received the permit from Mr. McGowan. It was then forwarded to 

the Sacha Pealer at the Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation Watershed Division.  

She reviewed the permit and sent a letter back with her finding, on October 26, 2018.  At the December 

12, 2018 meeting, the board discussed with Jeff the relocation of the bike path and the work that had 

been done. Jeff told the board that the pile of material had been removed by George Wagner Jr. At least 



 

 

3 truckloads was taken away. Then topsoil was brought in, it was graded, pitched and trees were planted. 

Members of the Connecticut River Conservancy came in and did their planting also.  

Re-Location of the bike path was done with gravel which will create a safer place for bikers and will help 

create more parking for the Ice Cream Shop, the swimmers and patrons going to the Orange Rind. The 

Sidewalk project that was done in East Burke, reduced the amount of parking available.  

The board previously received the letter from Sacha Pealer which was reviewed, for the amended permit.   

The board also discussed the FEMA maps that we are using, which are from 1980 and need to be updated. 

With the recent removal of the dam, engineering studies, used to support the dam removal, may help 

determine flooding in the future.  There were no other questions, a motion was made to close the hearing. 

Eleanor motioned/ Scott seconded. 

 Minutes: The minutes from October 10, 2018 cannot be approved, at this time, because all not all 

members present were at the meeting. The minutes for the November 14, 2018 were read. Mike asked 

for a motion to approve the minutes. Buddy motioned/ Scott seconded. Minutes for November approved. 

Zoning Administrator report 

Mike Harris told the board that he has moved away and is resigning as the DRB Chairmen. He has been 

appointed Interim zoning administrator, replacing Brent Shafer who resigned. The board will need a new 

chair and member, starting in January. 

Other Business: A letter was received on December 12, 2018, from Sacha Pealer from the Vermont 

Department of Environmental Conservation Watershed on Permit number 2018-28 for East Burke Sports 

that was approved on September 12, 2018. The board acknowledges that this permit was issued in error 

without a referring it to the State first. In the future any permit near a river corridor will be referred to 

the state first before any action by the board. 

A certified letter will be sent to East Burke Sports telling them the permit was issued in error and they 

must submit a new permit in order to proceed forward. 

No other business, Mike asked for a motion to adjourn meeting, Scott motioned/Frank seconded. Meeting 

adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted: 

Linda Hackett-Corey DRB Clerk 

 

 

 

 


