
TOWN OF BURKE  
212 SCHOOL STREET 

WEST BURKE, VERMONT 05871 
 PHONE 802-467-3717 

e-maiI:  burke@burkevermont.org 
BURKE COMMUNITY BUILDING 

December 6,  2021 Selectboard Meeting 

 

Present:  

Town Clerk: Linda Corey-Hackett 

Selectboard: Christine Emmons, Joe Allard, Ford Hubbard 

Town and Zoning Administrator: Mike Harris 

Road Foreman: Dave Kaufman 

Caledonian Record: Dana Gray 

Guests: Bruce Carlson, Travis Courser, Mike Dede, Nick and Denae Derocher, Burton Hinton 

 

Meeting called to order at 5:00 

November 1 SB Minutes and Special Nov 5 Meeting Minutes were approved as written. 

Travis Courser - Driftskippers  Snowmobile Club Snowmachine Trail system request. A property 

owner has withdrawn consent to use their property, essentially closing half the Burke trail system. 

Request was to allow snowmobiles to utilize a portion of Depot St. from the gravel pit behind 

Mike’s Gas to the log yard. Club is asking for temporary use until they can figure something else 

out… 

The RR crossing makes it tough, and needs months of advance notice for VAST to make a new 

crossing. 

Christine is concerned about machines in a residential neighborhood. Communication with property 

owners is key….folks need to know that this is happening. Ford noted that it would have been good 

to have someone from the SB or Mike to walk the area in question. Proper signage is needed. 

Christine made the motion to temporarily allow snowmobiles to use Depot St. from Mike’s to the 

logyard for this season Dec 15, 2021 to April 15 2022. Joe 2nd, Motion passed with all in favor. 

The Town will be added to the VAST insurance policy. 

 

Matt Krajeski conducting cyclical inspections, mostly in East Burke:  

Two years’ worth (1/3 of properties in Burke) have been viewed. Commercial and condos could be 

done in the 3rd year, the more data that they have, the more accurate this can be. 

Potential for reappraisal (NW Municipal Consultants) scheduling to 2025. The current CLA 

percentages are at 93.7% and are acceptable for the state for now. But reappraisal will be needed.  

A reappraisal costs about 60K, there is a state reappraisal fund and there should be sufficient funds 

to cover the cost of the reappraisal.  

Christine wondered about the cyclical inspections vs. the reappraisal. Matt explained that the 

cyclical work / inspection processes informs the reappraisal process. No decisions are necessarily 

due immediately, he is suggesting that there is a plan in place so that the state will not ask for a 

mandated reappraisal.  

Mike wonders about when Matt needs the decision from the board: Matt said within the next few 

months would be acceptable, it is more about getting into their queue. 
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Ford wonders about the spot appraisals: is that data relevant to the 2025 reappraisal? Ford also stated 

that the whole town should be assessed at the same time. Matt wants to make sure that the physical 

data is strong. There is a sales analysis that gets done as well and is part of the final review. 

Christine asked for a proposal to be ready for the January 2022 meeting, Matt concurs and will have 

a proposal ready for January 2022. 

Mike wonders how long does an appraisal take? Matt stated that would be done within that year and 

the reassessments would be in before taxes are mailed out.  

 

One Burke: Mike gave an update:  

A grant was submitted for wastewater test pits. 

Ford noted that there is a lot of technology and the trend is for several smaller systems vs one large 

treatment plant.  

Dave wondered if this is looking at the property for the town garage. Christine noted that there are 

separate timelines for completing the town garage and the wastewater system. 

Ford noted that the first priority is to get a good safe town garage put in. The site is only being 

evaluated at this point. 

Via Zoom: 

Burke Conservation Committee: Elise Lawson, Hayden Smith, Kevin Mack, Catherine Wheeler, 

Brandon Mapes 

County Forester: Matt Langlais 

Trust for Public Land: Kate Wanner  

Came before the board to request support to explore a Town Forest site opportunity. 

Meadows End: On Sugarhouse Road. 286 acres, was recently subdivided and was on the market, 

purchase price will be determined by independent appraisal. Kate states that that could be done by 

February 2022.  

VAST trail goes through, also hunting and aquatic values. Riparian area and more than a mile of 

headwater streams. They are proposing to use a new funding source that would cover the cost of the 

capital and hard costs of acquisition: “Whisper” is just one of the funding sources, there are multiple 

agencies that can be involved in the purchase. 

Matt gave a history of municipal forests, which have been in place since 1915. The site of the 

proposed forest is partially in the scenic overlay and is a good fit to the Town Plan. 

In comparing with the Town Forest on the Victory Road, it was stated that the two forests are not 

similar, they are offering different habitats and use and opportunities.  

Meadows End is willing to take the property off the market while the town is processing this 

proposal. The original asking price of 439k is subject to change.  

Christine shared a concern regarding who is taking care of town forest lands; Elise shared that the 

land next to the Burke Green Cemetery is very rugged property and is tough to access. There is a 

stewardship plan but it’s not conducive to a town forest. Elise noted that the Victory Forest is owned 

by VLT and stewardship plans are a priority. Use of the forests are decided by townspeople. 

Mike wondered about ARPA funding too, Kate is optimistic that will be in place by mid-summer. 

Kate is looking for support from the SB and there is an option to take the question to the voters.  

Christine stated that she could support this, Joe agrees that he would like to move forward and 

explore funding. Ford noted that there is a cost to developing the potential for public access and uses 

of these forests. 



Matt noted timber sales can be used to fund capital activities; trail systems, parking lots, etc. Ford 

wonders who manages the timber sales and manages the logging operation to make the land 

accessible. Matt told him that the county forester manages the harvest.  

Kate noted that money is typically allocated as a dedicated fund to assist with the infrastructure. 

The SB is unanimous in their support to continue.  

     Dave Kaufman: Road Foreman’s Report: 

Minor vehicle repairs have been done “in-house”. 

Ton Truck had a major wheel problem. 

Garbage truck has to go to the dealer to get assessed, cannot get a sticker the way that it is. 

Mike called Clark’s, they can see the truck on Thursday 12/09/21. They can have the truck from 

Thursday to Monday. They can at least get it diagnosed and reschedule if they cannot get the repair 

done. 

Dave is concerned about Salt and Sand taken by residents; Dave is asking for sand only to be taken 

for residential , non - commercial only. Christine suggests a separate pile in front of the shed with 

signage.  

Can Mike make a public announcement for the FB page and the website re: the sand issue? Also a 

sign at the garage. 

Dave and Mike met with Alan May and Doug Morton to review grant sites. Grants in aid site is on 

Old Farm Road. Better Roads Grants: Christine noted that there may need to be some changes in the 

language for Pinkham Rd culvert application: reshaping and crowning, clarify the segments. 

Carter Road & Walther’s Road intersection site will applied for. The grants are due 12.17.21 

There is a need for a place to dump the ditching materials, Christine noted that this is an issue state 

wide. This cannot be dumped just anywhere, there are invasives and there are wetland concerns.  

Can this be trucked out of town?  

The grader needs new tires too…should make sure funds are included at budget meeting. 

Mike has copies of the updated budget to review.  

Christine stated that she hears lots of compliments about the roads. 

Mike: Town Admin Report 

Shipped a load of cardboard, we got a decent price but there is a glut and the price may go down. 

Curbside recycling is going pretty well, Christine noted that there is room for some safety 

improvements at the recycling center. Joe noted that the dump container is very high to actually 

access with waste materials. 

Mike went on the recycling route; he is thinking about a better system for the curbside pick-up. He 

feels that there is a lot of wasted space with the truck and trailer combo.  

There is a possibility of using the trash truck to pick up and taking loads directly to ___. 

Hazardous Waste Day was held with other towns to mitigate the costs, Mike is in dialogue with 

Casella to see what options we may have for Hazardous Waste and to administer the SWIP plan.  

Gutters are done on the recycling building, Mike would like to replace the small front door with a 

door with a window in it, he found one at Home Depot for around 400.00 

Rubbish truck has been serviced but needs to get to a dealer to check a code. 

Hayden Crossing is complete but does need work on the RR crossing and crack sealing. 

Railroad Crossing is temporarily fixed, the work needs to be coordinated by the state with the RR 

department and it gets complicated to get scheduled. 

Dave had questions about work in the RR ROW. Christine advised that the state is responsible for 

the crossing and no work can be done in the RR ROW without coordination with the RR. 



Walker Road is completed. It does need to be rolled and have a final grading job.  

Gingue property: still needs the subdivision paperwork done. Town cannot close on the property 

until this is done and a 30 day waiting period observed.  

Mike will be meeting with the state (Nate Covey) to review the proposed access for the Rt. 5 

entrance. 

Grant app sent in for sand and salt shed. 

Mike attended a status hearing this morning on Howard Bailey’s zoning violations. They found that 

this is not handled by the Civil Court any longer and needs to now be handled by the Environmental 

Court. 

The Murray building demolition has stalled due to health issues of the contractor. 

There are too many unregistered vehicles at the old K&G- Williamson property. 

Joe contacted Vinny, state junkyard enforcement about the number of junk -unregistered cars at 

Howard Bailey’s. He will re-visit. 

Christine noted that there is no way to enforce the laws in place without the support of the court 

system. Suggested contacting local legislators for help with courts issue. 

Jim Sullivan expressed interest in the Planning Commission. Mike feels he would be a good fit for 

the board. 

Christine noted that there are opportunities for the town and it is important that the Town Plan is up 

to date; Alison Lowe will be working closely with the PC to give them some support. 

Mike looked at the property behind the Orange Rind, there is some erosion there. Ford wondered 

about what was the plan when the dam was taken out? This was through the Passumpsic Valley 

Land Trust. 

 

Adopt the Walker Road: Is there specific language for this? This was tabled while Mike looks into 

it. 

Burke Hollow intersection: Has Ruggles been out to look at it? 

ARPA Funds Use (list of possible projects) Mike waiting on estimates for most of these: 

Senior Meal Site – hood exhaust system and stove replacement 

Texting service for community communications 

Air exchange system/AC for Town office and Community Room 

Outside pavilion for outside public meeting space. 

Digitizing the Land records. 

New Website/cyber security updates: electronic documents, laptops for security purposes. 

Community Forest – outside recreation, etc., Christine wonders if there is state money for this rather 

than using town funds. Mike will check with Kate from the VT League of Cities and Towns about 

other funding. 

Highway equipment – stormwater management. Add sand and salt shed added, this is relative to 

stormwater compliance. 

Discussed adding last mile broadband connections to list. 

Discussed Town Clerk office space- changing the configuration to improve the safety, Linda is not 

sure how this could be implemented. Ventilation options may be more efficient. Linda manages the 

access of the researchers and the public. 

 

Signed release of temporary construction easement with East Burke Sports so as not to interfere with 

sale of property. 



Motion to appoint Jim Sullivan to Planning Commission / Joe – Christine 

Mask Mandate: Is the town interested in implementing a town wide mask mandate? Joe noted that it 

would be tough to enforce. There is unanimous agreement that there will be no mandate. 

Sherriff’s Department contract: minimum of 10 hours / month. Increased annual contract max 

amount to $15,000. 

Budget Meeting: discussion about scheduling ensued. Mike has the budget written and ready to 

review. There needs to be more detail added for the highway department. 

Signed accounts payable and payroll warrants, final inspection for Hayden crossing bridge, school 

warrant. 

 

Christine motioned to close the meeting, meeting adjourned at 7:39pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 


