
Town of Burke 

212 School Street 

West Burke, Vermont 

Planning Commission Meeting 

February 16, 2022 

6:00 P.M. 

Members present: Jim Sullivan, Jenny McKenna, Carroll Bean, Keith Clark, and Ben Tiptom 

Visitors: Mike Harris Zoning Administrator, On Zoom we had Nikki Peters from the Development Review 

Board; Kathy Wheeler, Elise Lawson and Brandon Mapes from the Conservation Commission.  Jenns 

Hilkie, a Wildlife Biologist from the State of Vermont, was also present to give all of us a presentation 

and his thoughts on what we should be considering as Burke moves forward in it’s development. 

Jim opened the meeting, the minutes were reviewed, Jim asked for a motion to approve.  Jenny made a 

motion, Keith seconded the motion, and all members were in favor.  The Minutes were approved. 

Jenns Hilkie made an excellent presentation to all attendees.  He helped us look at the “big picture” 

when it comes to our forests and how the wildlife move through them.  He made us aware of forest 

patterns and the core forest blocks we should be careful to protect.  He suggested that we map and 

define these areas.  He also offered us some suggestions on how we can tighten up the language in our 

development proposal and By-Laws.  He offered us his full cooperation if needed going forward. 

All visitors were dismissed, except for Mike Harris.  We continued with just the Planning Commission 

members and Mike. 

There was some discussion about the Scenic Conservation Overlay. 

We then discussed the questions that would be most effective on the Town Survey that we intend to 

have ready for our Town Meeting.  We plan to review the past survey that was done in 2004 and the 

responses to the questions.  We hope to have a maximum of 10 questions that will be relevant to our 

current development. 

The Meeting adjourned at 7:30.  Keith Clark made the motion and Carroll Bean seconded the motion, all 

members were in favor. 

Respectively, Submitted    

 

James Sullivan, Chairmen of the Planning Board 

  


