
Burke Planning Commission 

February 18, 2020 

 

Guests: Stacy Rice and  Dylan Handy- Burke Town School  

Mike Harris: Burke Zoning Administrator 

Burke Town School lit digital signage: Stacy reports that the Burke Town School sign is archaic and 

dangerous, as the message needs to be changed manually. Pictures of digital signs, designs and cost 

quotes were reviewed.  The question of internally lit signs was discussed relevant to their proposal for a 

new sign. They are seeking leniency in the internally lit factor as it is for the school and the town and 

can be considered a public service. They would consider keeping the "tone" of the sign to match the  

character of the town. It would be 30' from the road edge. 

It was determined that the PC can propose a variance to the zoning rules (zone  AR1) or they can 

petition and seek a public hearing. There are conditional use options that would need to go before the 

DRB. 

Carol suggested looking at other municipalities and that the language will need to be very specific 

regarding the sign and internal lighting.  

James asked Stacy and Dylan to check with neighbors across the street, Karl and Nancy Erikson to get 

their feedback on a lit sign. 

The PC will discuss and reach out to Stacy and Dylan. 

James welcomed new PC members: 

Todd Vendituoli lives in West Burke and has a contracting & building background. 

Carol Krochak has lived in Burke Hollow for over 4 decades. She was a PC and DRB member in 2008. 

James described our focus as a PC over the last couple of years: working on the town plan, FEMA, 

zoning by-laws,  the draft energy plan, and working with the ZA have been high priority. 

Mike Harris revisited the internally lit sign issue: there is a lot of electric light visible at night in East 

Burke. He has spoken with Jeff Hale, manager of the Orange Rind and Jeff was invited to the meeting 

but was not present.  

Discussion ensued about the BTS sign request. Are there distinctions between advertising signs and 

public announcement signs? Can we specify luminousity? What about light trespass? What about the 

distractions created by a lit sign? Does the PC excise the exclusion of "no internally lit signage" from 

page 18 section 3 of the zoning by-laws? Since it is obvious when a store or bar, etc. is open, what is 

the damage to the business if there are not lit neon "open" signs ? 

A motion was made and seconded to strike the light exclusion language from the zoning by-laws. A 

vote was taken. Consensus is to leave it "as is" until we craft language that offers alternatives.  

Carol will research how other towns handle this, and report back.  

Mike will call Stacy and let them know that we will be in continued contact on their question. 



Mike spoke about the Junk Ordinance. Can we add this to the zoning by-laws? The ordinance 

includes junk descriptions and definitions ( 1971? ) Can this language be added to the town plan? 

James motioned to take the junk ordinance as written and put it into the zoning by-laws, in addition to 

keeping the junk ordinance "as is". The measure passed, it was noted that this action will require a 

public hearing. 

Agricultural Tax Exemptions were discussed; Mike is asking that farm structures and farm activity as 

defined by the Vermont  Secretary of Agriculture go through a permitting process. Having clear 

documentation is the goal. He suggests a no-charge permit where agricultural activities are exempt 

from zoning, yet have a site plan and abide by town and state set-backs.  

A motion was made and seconded to edit section 205 to: "any person who intends to build a farm 

structure shall notify the Burke Town Clerk of such intent and file a site plan which abides by town and 

state set-backs."  A vote was taken and passed.  

It was noted that signage is not the only issue at the Orange Rind, noise is a problem too.  

Chucks Flooring vans are like big signs with their day glow paint and they are parked in front of the 

building all weekend. Off street parking is to be at the side of the building per zoning ordinance.  

 

The PC minutes of 01.21 were reviewed and passed.  

James is resigning effective immediately, he has been attempting to transition from his role of Chair for 

many months.  

The meeting adjourned at 8:02. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Valerie Desmarais 

 

 


