
Town of Burke  
212 School Street  
West Burke, VT   

Phone: 802-467-3717  
Email: burke@burkevermont.org  

Burke Community Building  
February 7, 2022  

  
Present:  
Town Clerk:  Linda Corey – Hackett  
Selectboard: Christine Emmons, Joe Allard, Ford Hubbard  
Road Foreman: Dave Kaufman  
Town and Zoning Administrator: Mike Harris  
Minutes Clerk: Valerie Desmarais  
Guests: Carol Krochak, Andrea Day, Anthony Moccia, Dana Gray.  
 
Christine called the meeting to order at 5:02  

January 2022 meeting minutes were reviewed and accepted as written.  

 Anthony Moccia: Came before the board to discuss “Rasputitsa”gravel road bike race. Burke Mountain would be the 
host site; he assures the board that they will do everything they can to make the event safe. Social distancing and masks 
will be used. The board concurs that in general this is acceptable, tentative date of April 30, 2022 the last Saturday in 
April. He asked Linda for a letter to document the approval.  

Andrea Day: East & West Burke Water & Wastewater study updates; there was a meeting to discuss the valuation of the 
wastewater treatment facility at Burke Mountain. There is a grant available to pay for the valuation and will be sought 
out. There is field work being done in East and West Burke (locating wells and evaluation of wastewater sites). Timeline 
is to have this wrapped up by Fall. Christine asked for clarification about the Gingue West Burke wastewater site. The 
drainage is good and they are moving forward to determine the relationship between the space and the drainage 
capacity. Christine wonders if there is a minimum acreage needed in general, but it is really dependent on the site itself. 
Joe noted that there needs to be plenty of room for the Town Garage; that is the primary function of that space. 
Christine noted that the Town Garage site planning is dependent on the wastewater study and needing that information 
soon.  Joe noted that there is a wetland in the area, Mike reports that he has been in contact with the DEC already. 
There will need to be a wetlands delineation at the site. Dave wondered about wash bays – Christine noted that the are 
different regulations dependent on the waste system type, and the site engineer will take that detail into account.  

 Carol Krochak: Regarding Burke Hollow intersection, she added some comments about the intersection. Carol reviewed 
the Ruggles Engineering report. Burke Hollow has changed a lot, there are more pedestrians in general. The Ruggles 
report did not address pedestrian issues.  Carol wondered about an “All - Way” stop, adding Stop signs for traffic 
entering the intersection. Christine stated that is great input, the pedestrian piece is very important. Christine noted that 
there were some engineer recommendations that could be worked on right away and other that would longer term. Joe 
was with Ruggles Engineering the day they reviewed the intersection and told Carol pedestrian and cycling were a part 
of the considerations. This is a preliminary assessment and is a work in progress. All agree that this is a busy intersection 
with a lot going on there and ensuring safety for all is a top priority.  

  

 

 

 

mailto:burke@burkevermont.org


Dave gave the Road Foreman’s report:  

The crew has been dealing with frozen culverts on a daily basis due to the extreme cold weather and lack of snow cover.  

Jumping Jack compacter: Whitecap Construction did not have the machine Dave wanted, they sent a machine, but it was 
not the right one. He would like to send the machine back and purchase what he was looking for originally from another 
vendor. He wants to make sure that the return does not affect the grant; he asked for a refund with a memo to 
document the refund.  

Dave attended a meeting where a lot of insight was shared about what works and what does not for a town 
garage. Christine spoke with Mark Ellingwood of Newark, they are interested in any conversations about the Burke 
project as they may be putting in a new town shed/fire dept as well. Joe mentioned that he’d like to visit the facilities in 
Barnet and see their buildings.   

Dave wondered about town policy regarding use of sick time for quarantining and recovering from Covid. The board 
discussed the situation and there was consensus that sick leave use be waived for 5 days if the employee contracts 
COVID 19 (per the CDC recommendations). Christine motioned and there was unanimous agreement for this.  

Ford asked about keeping the narrow bridges cleaned up, Dave assured him that the crew is aware and working on this.  

Mike gave the Town Administrator's report: 

 He is interviewing candidates for the part time rubbish and recycling attendant. Steve is still out. The rubbish truck has 
been gone through again; everything has been addressed. If there is ever another situation where the rubbish cannot be 
picked up, Casella will be contacted to get a dumpster asap. The update will be put on Facebook and emailed to those 
that we have.  

Joe wondered if Casella is the best value, Mike says there is no significant difference between vendors.  

 The Town Audit is close to being completed; this will be reviewed at a Selectboard meeting. Regarding Town Meeting 
Informational Meeting, Mike is making plans for this to be virtual again. Christine noted that the Community Building 
also needs to be available for citizens without an internet connection- they would need to call ahead to make 
arrangements, and also that the connection be trouble-shot prior to avoid freeze ups.   

 The Gingue property is on the DRB agenda for the subdivision review; the property will need a wetlands review and an 
access permit will need to be applied for.   

 Mike gave the Zoning Report:   

Mike has been working with the Planning Commission; he is also meeting with the Conservation Commission and the 
state wildlife biologist in reference to the scenic conservation overlay.  

Howard Bailey has been served again and Mike is waiting on a hearing date from the environmental court. Joe has been 
in contact with the state junkyard enforcement officer and he plans to issue a citation. AOT District 7 was contacted with 
highway safety encroachment concerns but has not responded.  

Andy Bean and Peter Koopman have both received fines of 100.00 each for ongoing zoning violations at the Beaner’s 
Garage property. Mike will escalate if the zoning violations are not addressed.  

All of Rick Schwag’s properties are for sale. There are fines and tax obligations on the properties. 

  



  

Correspondence:  

Christine made a motion to appoint Ben Tipton to the Planning Commission; all in favor, so moved. 

Mike submitted a letter of resignation from his role of Town Administrator; he will maintain his Zoning Administrator 
role and assist with maintaining continuity with the DRB. His resignation was accepted with regret. His final day as Town 
Administrator will be March 4, the Friday after Town Meeting. The position description will be reviewed and discussed 
before moving forward. 

 Christine gave an update on ARPA funding; the guidelines are very fluid. The appropriations can be now rolled into the 
General Ledger funds. There are additional funding streams in progress; ARPA Funds may potentially be used as 
matching grant monies with this change. Infrastructure and long-term investments that would have major benefits to 
the town are the best ways to optimize this federal money. Christine noted that there is going to be more funding for 
broadband; the dollar match to reach the “last mile” connections is set to be tripled. Mike wondered if the Community 
Kitchen upgrade requests should go forward; they should.  

 Letter from Kingdom Trails regarding a Welcome Center, requesting a letter of support from the board for an outdoor 
recreation center hub. Granted. 

 Sun Common submitted a quote for a solar installation at The Burke Community Center and the Recycling Center. 

 “Window Dresser’s” Program description was forwarded to the SB from Darlene in Sutton. These are customized 
window coverings that improve energy efficiency.  

 The meeting adjourned at 6:48.  

Respectfully Submitted,  

Valerie Desmarais  

  

 


