
 

 

 

Town of Burke 

212 School Street 

West Burke VT 05871 

Development Review Board 

Minutes 

January 13, 2021  

6:00 P.M. 

Members presents: Rodney Machell, On Zoom, Scott Chappell, James Bentley, Ed Guest, Eleanor 

Kenworthy, Frank Cuccia, Nikki Peters, Zoning Administrator, Michael Harris 

Visitors: Wayne & Marlene Grimes, On Zoom:  Aine Baker, Karl Wiedemann, Fiore Porcelli, Lynn Halliday, 

Buddy opened the meeting, read the oath, and asked those present to disclose any conflict of interest.   

There were none. 

Permit #SD: 2020-06: This permit was continued from December 10, 2020. Charles Santo-Santo Builders 

Inc. 146 Moose Lane, East Haven, VT requesting to subdivide 15.81 Acres located at the corner of Gator 

Alley and Burke Green Road in to 3 lots. Lot 1- 5.03 Acres, Lot 2-5.05 Acres, Lot 3- 5.72 Acres. These lots 

will be sold for single family homes. The two road access to these properties had not been approved yet 

by the Road Foreman or Selectboard.  Mr. Santo’s is hoping to have one access off from the top of Gator 

Alley, that would be about 300 feet down from the Burke Green entrance in which one access will be for 

used for  two lots, There will be a right of way through to the other lot.   

Abutters John Waterman, Mary Wewiorski, & Jim Whitton were on zoom at the Dec 10, 2020 meeting 

with questions & concerns. Mary & John are both homeowners on Gator Alley. They stressed that Gator 

Alley is a class 4 road and very steep and narrow. Only wide enough for one car to go through. If you meet 

someone you have to back-up. Having an increase in traffic with a new access on that road, would be very 

dangerous. Over the years they have had to help people who have been directed by a GPS to take that 

road, who then got stuck due in winter and the town doesn’t maintain this road. Also they have springs 

on their properties and they wanted Mr. Santo’s to take that into consideration when he has the 

wastewater designed.  He stated this has been done and he is 200 ft. from the springs, which is what is 

required by law. The permit is in his file and recorded. 

John had submitted a letter along with a map, showing the grade of the road and his concerns. John read 

his letter during the zoom meeting. 

At the January 13, 2020 meeting, Mike explained to the board that the selectboard and road foreman had 

looked at the access. The road access is approved. Joe went and looked at Gator Alley. He agreed that in 

the future the board need to look into what options they have to try and discouage cars from entering 

Gator Alley, from the Burke Hollow Road entrance and Burke Green End.    It hasn’t been maintained and 

its’ a dead end. 



 

 

Mr. Santo’s has submitted a survey, letters to the abutters have been written. Copy of waste water permit 

is on file.  

There are no other questions, Buddy ask for motion to close the hearing. Ed made the motion, Eleanor 

seconded. Hearing closed. Board will deliberate and Mr. Santo’s will be notified within 45 days of the 

meeting, of the board’s decision. 

Permit # SD: 2021-01:   Karl & Samantha Wiedemann from St. Augustine Fl and also 287 Walker Road, 

requesting to subdivide 10: 8 Acres into two lots. Lot 1 2.2 Acres, and Lot 2- 8.6 Acres. The 8.6 Acres has 

the house on it. The 2.2 lot may be used to build a two-bedroom single family home in the future, if all 

permits can be obtained. This lot is near a wetland.  

Three abutters were available on zoom. Lynn Halliday owns land on Walker Road. She has questions about 

the water supply. If the system could handle more homes. The Water is supplied by the Burke Fire District, 

which recently has been upgraded and has sufficient water for all users of this water system.  

Wayne & Marlene Grimes abutters, stated that the 2.2 is near a wetland. They wondered if a business 

could be built on that lot? They were told that this lot would be used for a two bedroom home, if the 

necessary permits could be obtained from the state which is by the wetlands. 

Fiore Porcelli an abutter had no questions. 

 There are no other questions, Buddy asked for motion to close the hearing. Nikki motioned, Scott 

seconded, all in favor, hearing closed. Board will deliberate and Mr. Wiedemann will be notified within 45 

days of the meeting of the board’s decision. 

Permit 2021-01.   A& D properties owned by Aine Baker is requesting to turn a single family home located 

at 4085 US RT 5 into a two unit rental.  Many years ago this was designed to be a two-unit rental. No 

permits were ever obtained. Mr. Baker submitted a parking plan, a copy of the letters and the list of the 

abutters he had sent the letters to. There are no interested parties here. The board has no other questions. 

Buddy asked for a motion to close, Ed made the motion, Eleanor seconded. All in favor hearing closed. 

Board will deliberate and Mr. Baker will be notified within 45 days of the meeting of the board’s decision. 

The Zoning Administrator is still dealing with the violations, around town. Working on going to court on 

the Rick Schwag property. 

Review of the minutes from December, Scott motioned to accept, Eleanor seconded, All in favor. Minutes 

approved.  

There was no other business, Buddy asked for a motion to close, Scott made the motion, Ed seconded, 

meeting closed. 6:40 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted; 

Linda Hackett-Corey 

DRB Clerk 

 

 


