
Burke Planning Commission  

January 19, 2021  

Via Zoom 

Present: Keith Clark, Valerie Desmarais, Sean Montague, Todd Vendituoli 

Mike Harris: Zoning Administrator – Town Manager 

The meeting was called to order at 6:04. 

The December meeting minutes were reviewed, Keith motioned to approve the minutes as written, Valerie seconded, so 

moved. 

The board discussed wording in the by-laws re: fire damaged buildings. Per Carol’s recommendation to contact the fire 

marshal, Todd did connect with Benjamin Moffat, Fire Marshall Regional Manager, Barre, VT. Ben can send the local fire 

marshal Tim Angel out to assess, if the fire marshal assesses the building as unsafe, the building can be posted “no 

trespassing” and the marshal can contact the owner. The owner is then liable. The fire marshal cannot enforce but they 

can post it and that defines the liability.  

The board discussed the re-write procedure for the bylaws; since they need to be warned we will be grouping basic re-

writes and warning them accordingly. A separate document file will be maintained for this purpose. 

Proposed: by-law on fire damaged buildings, page 21, article 307: 

“In the case of fire damaged buildings, the fire marshal will be contacted by a representative of the town and once 

deemed uninhabitable by the fire marshal via a “no trespass” notice, the owner of the building will have 30 days to 

secure the building from all unapproved entry or trespass”. 

Todd motioned to approve, Sean seconded, so moved. 

Description for abutters: article 10 definitions: Todd motioned to accept the VT adjoining landowner description (see 

below) Keith seconded, so moved. 

“An “adjoining property owner” means a person who owns land in fee simple, if that land: (A) shares a property 

boundary with a tract of land where proposed or actual activity is located; or (B) is adjacent to a tract of land where such 

activity is located and the two properties are separated only by a river, stream, or public highway.”  

The board continued the lighting standards discussion. Keith is reviewing phone apps that measure light. Todd feels we 

need an “all-around” standard that is fair to everybody. The lighting by-laws need to be clear re: residential or business. 

It is agreed that we need a standard.   

Mike suggested that the board invite Alison Low from the NVDA to the February PC meeting for general questions and 

an overview of the PC’s role. Keith motioned to invite Alison Low, Sean seconded, so moved. Todd will make the 

arrangements. 

Future meetings agenda: allow a slot of time to add items to the next meeting’s agenda. Lighting by-laws added to the 

Feb. agenda.  

Todd motioned to adjourn the meeting, Sean seconded, the meeting adjourned at 7:05. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Valerie Desmarais 


