
Town of Burke 

212 School Street 

West Burke, Vermont 05871 

Email:burke@burkevermont.org 

Burke Community Building 

July 11, 2022 

Present:  

Town Clerk: Linda Corey-Hackett 

Selectboard: Joe Allard, Christine Emmons, Mark Daigle 

Road Foreman: Dave Kaufman 

Town Administrator: Jim Sullivan 

Zoning Administrator: Mike Harris 

Minutes Clerk: Valerie Desmarais 

Guests: Carol and Mark Krochak, Sherriff Hemond, Jerry Booth 

Dana Gray: Caledonian Record 

 

Joe called the meeting to order at 5:02. 

Meeting minutes of regular selectboard meeting 06.06.22 and Special Meeting 06.20.22 

approved as written. 

 

Taylor Peyton is looking to put on an event to benefit the W. Burke Fire Department in the 

West Burke Park sometime this fall. Mike Harris spoke on his behalf and Mike will contact the 

trustees with further details once rec’d from Mr. Peyton. Christine noted that the town 

insurance needs to cover the event, someone may need to contact the League of Cities and 

Towns. Sherriff James Hemond also spoke about control and security. He reported that the 

Sherriff’s Department is happy to be present if they have the staff.   

Sherriff Hemond also spoke about ongoing coverage and how to possibly schedule; Christine 

noted that “random” exposure is good, and night coverage is also helpful. Joe wondered about 

data re: speeders and the speed cart. Joe will check with Peggy in the office for the printout. 

 

Road Foreman’s Report: Dave stated that crack sealing has been done and that the crew cut 

back trees at the intersection of Newark Street and Sugarhouse Road. More tree cutting for 

the grant projects at Old Farm Road and Carter / Walker Roads is scheduled. 

The Freightliner has suspension and linkage issues, with repairs in the 10k range; the truck is 

beyond it’s 7 year warranty.  

Dave feels that Burke Hollow Road needs major reclamation; to do what he feels needs to be 

done the paving grant would need to be re-written. Dave would like to have new pavement 

from Sugar House Road to Burke Green. $309,250.00  is the current total to get all of this done  



(this would include re-doing some of the base). Christine asked if there is some place in the 

budget that can be put off till later to balance the funding for this project. Dave needs to get 

an answer soon to hold pricing. Everyone agrees that the road is in bad shape; rebuilding the 

base is the most expensive phase of these projects. Joe made the motion to conditionally 

approve this project, all in favor. Christine asked about trying to get even more aggressive 

pricing if possible. Mark wonders about how the problematic intersection in Burke Hollow will 

be affected, big changes are not yet scheduled so Dave feels that impact will be minimal. 

Dave gave an update on a wheeled excavator; it may be that a “lease to purchase” machine is  

more cost effective than renting for occasional use. A 2019 Volvo excavator with less than 

1000 hours and that has been highly maintained can also run other machinery as rentable 

attachments, e.g., mulching, brooms to clean ditches, hammers, compactors, etc. It is a very 

safe machine with a retractable boom, etc., to work in tight quarters. The machine can be 

serviced out of Lancaster, NH and roadside assistance is also available. The machine can only 

be sold to other municipalities per the Volvo Municipality Program. Jim spoke about the 

financials; the backhoe is being used for jobs that it really isn’t meant to. The excavator would 

be able to relieve the backhoe and its’ ongoing expenses for repairs. Jim referenced  the 

likelihood of a long-term partnership with the dealer Mike Ouellet at Chadwick-BaRoss and 

feels that it is a good purchase. Christine wondered about the roll-over statistics, Dave 

reported that he worked with the machine and feels it is extremely stable and safe. There are 

a lot of options for an extended warrantee. Grant work done by this tractor will qualify as / for 

matching funds. Christine noted that a 5 year note may require a bond vote, this needs to be 

confirmed. The total is $217, 380 with a road ditching and digging bucket and a rotor head. 

Dave really feels that this machine is a necessity. The board feels they need to process this 

information and is not prepared to make a decision tonight; the board is taking this under 

advisement. Jim will forward the financials to the board for consideration, the timeline for a 

decision is 2 weeks. 

Dave also expressed that lack of progress on the town garage is disheartening; Joe reported 

that he is waiting on financial audits, the wetland delineation is done, but the report has not 

been forwarded. Jim will follow up on that. Engineering proposals are a work in progress; the 

access permit has been completed. Christine notes that there are town policies that need to 

be followed; this includes specifications for the bidding process and RFP’s. The site plan is the 

next priority. Christine will work with Jim Sullivan later this week to identify what needs to be 

in the RFP. Christine noted that there is some overlap on the grants and this needs to 

considered as we move forward with this project. 

Town Administrator Report: Jim has made an effort to speak with town employees to ensure 

good communication is enjoyed all around.  



Jim spoke to the safety issues in Burke Hollow; taking care of clearing the trees should be a 

priority before winter. Joe has spoken to the property owners in the intersection and they 

have cut back some of the trees. Vince Jacobs is open to whatever needs to happen to make 

the intersection safer. Christine wonders about a site visit with the board and Dave asap. 

Speeding traffic through Burke Hollow is definitely a factor. There is no signage regarding the 

school bus stop; signage is also a priority. Christine notes we take care of the quickest 

amendments first.  

Carol Krochak noted that there are more children and families in the area and that there are 

no notices or warnings regarding pedestrians. Nothing in the engineering study addresses 

crossing Burke Hollow Road to get to the Bugbee Crossing Road or anything beyond the 

intersection. Site Lines are part of the picture but dealing with the site lines is not enough in 

Carol and Mark’s opinion. Visitors coming into that intersection have no idea what kind of 

intersection they are approaching. Carol also advocated for a 4 way stop and a cross walk. The 

Board, Jim and Dave will convene at the intersection to review options.  

The purchase of the land for the new town garage was finalized on 06.15. The access and work 

permit for the new driveway was filed with the state on 06.29. 

The Porter and Bean sites were visited to review the culvert concerns there, Jim is researching 

the state regulations re: depositing drain water in a roadside ditch. Newark St. and Sugarhouse 

Road was visited to review trees in the sight lines, Floyd Willey granted permission to take the 

problematic trees down and the road crew completed the job. 

The Graham property on Pinkham Road was visited; culvert work has been completed and a 

large maple tree was taken down to improve visibility entering and exiting the barn. 

Rick Hackett requested to plant new trees at the Town Meeting House; Jim will coordinate 

with the Conservation Committee.  

Eric Hackett has been hired for the Rubbish and Transfer Station. 

 

Zoning Administrator Report: Mike has been very busy with the DRB, with lots of permit 

questions. The court hearing for Howard Bailey resulted in an agreement to have his property 

completely cleaned up by July 22, except for registered vehicles. The next hearing is on 

07.25.22. Mr. Bailey owes fines for his violations. The permit for the trailer was a temporary 

permit, Mike told Mr. Bailey that he needs to get this site properly permitted. Mike will ask the 

court for a definitive date to remove the junk if the 22nd deadline is not observed. A lien 

against his property may be levied for outstanding fines. 

Rick Schwag has signed a purchase agreement with John Mello for the 4067 US Rt 5 property. 

Mike has asked John Mello to devise an agreement to present to the board regarding the fines 



for violations relevant to this property. Christine wonders about an agreement that makes 

waiving the fines conditional on a successfully completed sale. A timeline and a plan are 

necessary. Christine motioned that if the Mellos’ complete the purchase, the SB will waive the 

fines if the property is cleaned up within 60 days of taking possession of the property. If there 

are extenuating circumstances the owner will need to approach the board and request an 

extension of those terms. If after cleanup the property goes back into violation, the fines will 

start at 5k and accrue daily thereafter. The board is in unanimous agreement,  and the motion 

was passed. 

Mike has filed a motion for default judgement against Rick Schwag concerning the 45 RT 5 

property to compel him to come into compliance. Mike is committed to getting West Burke 

village cleaned up. 

Mike also spoke with McDevitt’s about a chassis for the rubbish truck; there is no guarantee 

that the parts will be available soon. The recycle trailer is inadequate to the job, with 

cardboard pickup the trailer fills up very quickly and multiple trips are required to get the 

recycling back to the town transfer area. Mike will share the details and Jim will assume 

ongoing responsibility for this. 

The board made a motion to accept the RFP from Stantec for the grant funded feasibility study 

of a multi-use path, sidewalk improvement/retaining wall in front of the church and for a 

crosswalk(s) in East Burke village. 

Correspondence was reviewed: 

The Burke Senior Meal site sent a Thank You note. 

A new Purchase and Sales agreement for the Victory Town Forest will be generated as the 

current contract has expired. Mike reports that the situation seems optimistic for the Willey 

Woods purchase as well.  

Accounts Payable & Payroll: 

Approve and Sign Accounts Payable warrant 

Approve and sign payroll warrant 

Sign Cemetery Lots 

Sign Vendor Permits 

Sign Road Access 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:27. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Valerie Desmarais 


