
July 21, 2020 Burke Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 

 

The meeting was conducted via Zoom. 

Todd Venditouli, Carol Krochak, Keith Clark, Valerie Desmarais, Mike Harris 

Guest: Amy Nixon: Caledonian Record 

Meeting was called to order at 6:13 p.m. 

June minutes were approved as written. 

The role of the Planning Commission was reviewed. The PC does not include enforcement of town policy or regulations. 

As a board we work on items that are important to the town. 

Keith reiterated that we as a board are responsible to the town, we report to the various boards.  

Carol noted that some language in the by-laws can be clarified. 

Burke Town School sign update: No update. There was no contact with the principal, which position is in transition.  

Mike Harris gave an update on zoning issues. 

The Orange Rind – Mike sent a letter, to remind them of noise and light policies. Mike had understood them to be in 

compliance, but the neon lights are still on and there has been noise and fireworks. They are required to go through the 

permitting process for the fireworks and live music. Mike did ask them to stop the fireworks immediately. There are 

State Liquor Control guidelines related to the number of parking spaces and patrons in an establishment. These are 

guidelines and not laws.  

Mike Mathers is in compliance, he is landscaping and constructing a retaining wall. He will need to apply to the DRB as a 

lounge for a permit for extended hours and music.   

Chuck’s Flooring trucks are parked appropriately. Parking alongside the building is ok, they are exempt as an existing 

business prior to the existing by-laws. 

Adam Kennedy had a permit a few years ago to build wood furnaces, he told Mike that he did not know that he would 

need another permit to operate a chloride mixing business at his home on Brook Road.  He does understand now that he 

needs a permit from the town. His property is 10.5 acres but does not trigger the Act 250 permit process. Mike indicated 

that he can apply as a “home occupation” business. Industrial use is limited to Route 5. There are 3 criteria for the 

“home use” business application, this issue is on the agenda for the August DRB meeting. 

Mike would like to amend the by-laws and add language that includes time frames and “grandfather clauses” to make it 

clearer. 

Mike also asked for discussion around the junk ordinance. He states that we need something more specific around 

“unsightly property” in the by-laws for enforcement purposes. 

Carol gave an update on light language utilized in towns with a similar “footprint” as Burke. The general tone is that 

towns of similar size and degree of businesses seek to protect the “rural character” of their towns. Carol also brought up 

the notion of “lighting creep” and “sign creep”.…Consider the towns growth curve and project what the town could look 

like as a way of addressing lighting issues. 

 



Alison Low ( NVDA) sent a note outlining state legislation around Air BnB’s. The PC tabled this conversation in lieu of 

state activity on this issue. 

The VTLCT encourages informal and more formal interaction with other town boards ( PC – DRB – CC -SB) Val will send a 

compilation of meeting times and we can discuss attending other town boards. 

Carol requests that the meeting agenda be posted publicly, Val will post the agenda at the E. Burke Post Office when it’s 

sent. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:23 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Valerie Desmarais 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 


