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July 6, 2020 

Burke Community Building 

 

Guests: Matt Langlais, Linda Lotti 

 

The Selectboard Meeting was called to order at 5:00. 

Christine moved to approve June minutes, 2 corrections will be necessary and then the minutes can be approved 

as submitted. 

 

Matt Langlais came to the board re: The Book and Seed Exchange on the town property in Burke Hollow. The 

Exchange was crafted as a school project by Matt's daughter Maggie and was placed in the signage area of 

Burke Hollow; it is agreed that the spot is not safe and does present a possible liability to the town. There was 

discussion re: placing the project in the Meetinghouse area. Christine wanted Maggie Langlais to know that 

people appreciate her efforts.  

 

Some discussion ensued re: The Meetinghouse is a town asset and should be explored as a community space. 

Should there be a small committee to explore the options for developing the Meetinghouse in this capacity? 

There is some funding in the Deth account to possibly pay for any enhancements necessary. 

 

Linda Lotti gave a "One Burke" update. The West Burke Vision and Economic Development study is 

progressing. A study was done to assess what is available within certain driving distances of West Burke.  

There is also interest in capitalizing on the rich history of West Burke. 

Community Outreach has been put on "hold" due to the pandemic. The outreach is to obtain as many people as 

possible in West Burke to share ideas and visions; the whole town will be included, but West Burke residents 

can drive the vision. There may be a meeting in August or September ( scheduling relative to the pandemic) to 

gather more input from residents. 

*The Infrastructure Committee will conduct soil testing to identify land plots that might be suitable for a town 

septic system.  

*The Sunshine Box collaborative with Faith In Action is up and receiving donations and seeing some user 

activity. There are also donations from the area food shelves. 

*Linda Lotti needs to connect with Linda to get reimbursements and invoices.  

 

Mike Harris gave the Zoning Administrator report.  

* Mike met with Jeff Hale and Anthony McGowan of The Orange Rind. They will submit an application for a 

lounge and live music at the August DRB meeting. 

* NEK Country Store neon signs are back on, Mike will discuss with them. 

*Adam Kennedy's trailer on Brook Road permit has expired as of 07.01. 

*Adam Kennedy is mixing and selling calcium chloride for roads. Mike met with him and told him he must 

submit for a permit. He also has triggered Act 250 as the property is over 10 acres. The state review comes first, 

then the DRB. 

* There has been years worth of illegal dumping at Evergreen Lane on Gaskill Hill. 

* Joe will send a letter re: Health concerns over the damaged well head at the Schwagg property. 

*Rural Edge contacted Mike to confirm that they are on track with their new project. A name change is being 

considered. 

* Andy Bean is coming into compliance. He has re-configured his parking and striped the lot to designate 

parking places.  

 



 

 

Mike Harris gave the Town Administrator Report. 

* There is only one speed limit sign on Burke Green and none on Darling Hill. Ford noted that there is no 

consistency on the posted speed limits and signage.  

* Doug Morin has indicated that he will put traffic counters up.  

* The sidewalk project in East Burke has created a drainage issue at Hollyberry's. Water and gravel are flowing 

into the yard. 

*Food storage for the Sunshine Box will be upstairs in the library portion of the building. The library was 

identified as another public building that is under -utilized. Tracy Surridge may be working on this. 

* The rubbish truck is dealing with a lot of overweight bags. 

* The cardboard Gaylord containers in the recycling building are breaking down. Plastic containers are being 

researched. 

*The recycling crew is considering sorting at the transfer station rather than at the time of pickup. Citizen 

sorting is required, but it is not happening and sorting at the transfer station will be safer. 

* The compost containers may be placed inside. 

*Recycling center gutters need cleaning. 

*Corey Lucas was hired and is learning the route, including the trips to Coventry. The town may consider 

helping him obtain his CDL. 

*Mike explored the option of joining the NEK Waste Management district. It is 50k plus a tipping fee to join, so 

it is not cost effective at this time. We would lose all curbside services. Christine asked Mike to document the 

costs in writing so that they can be reviewed. 

* The Town Building and Parks flowerbeds have historically been maintained by the school. Since the 

pandemic, they have not been able to provide upkeep. It would be nice to find someone who can maintain the 

plantings. 

* The Strawberry Shortcake mixer event went well. 

* There are no rubbish containers at the East Burke Park, the public was using them for household rubbish so 

they were taken out of the park 2 years ago. There are new "No Parking for Kingdom Trails" signs, could the 

barrel back to keep the park users litter contained?  

*Littering on Victory Road has also been brought to Mike's attention. A walking group has been collecting the 

trash, and has requested some Burke garbage bags for this. Mike approved. 

* The pavilion at the East Burke park may be used by residents and others; it is not Linda's job to schedule this. 

Private parties can put up a sign letting others know that it will be in use for a small group. A  donation to the 

town is appreciated. The pavilion is "first come - first served". 

* Recognizing Herm Hoight's many years of service to the town in the town report was approved. 

 

It was suggested that Mike and Dave  submit notes to be reviewed prior to the SB meeting for brevity's sake. 

 

Dave gave the Road Foreman's report. 

* People are taking entire road signs and it's a problem. 

*Santos gravel pit is exhausted. 

*Jim Krone at the Mansion had the road dug up to upgrade the electrical system there, and offered to pave that 

section. Joe wondered if there are historic overlay rules that could impact that activity, Dave suggested that 

there be an agreement to formalize this procedure. 

* The hydro-seeder has been received and it works well. 

*Pike submitted a quote for membrane and asphalt to repave the paved portions of White School Road, as well 

as Sugarhouse Road and the intersection to Bugbee Crossing. They will also mill the edges of Burke Hollow 

Road. The asphalt quote was $6175 per ton and the total bid is $145, 606.50. The town had 140,000 budgeted.  

The motion was made to accept the bid conditional to funds availability from the bridge funds budget.   

* There is some broken playground equipment at the Darling Memorial Park. Mike will check on this, there was 

money budgeted to replace playground equipment. 



*Dave and Mike went over the ditching options on Sugarhouse Road. Some of the driveways may need 

culverts. Homeowners would pay for the culvert and the crew will do the sitework. 

*Walker Road was reviewed: There is 1050' of ditching to do and it will require 840 yards of gravel. Total of 

17,000 for the materials gives the residents a level fee to work off. Next steps include quantifying the specs so 

that contractors are bidding on the same job. Walker Road residents can decide how they'd like to proceed. 

Mike offered to meet with Tony Curtis to go over the moist recent findings. 

 

Correspondence:  

* Kevin Lajoie withdrew his environmental appeal. The Certificate of Occupancy issue needs to be resolved, 

Mr. Lajoie is in violation. The fines are accruing from August 2019. Mike will send another letter, once Mike 

includes the fine information Mr. Lajoie is obligated to pay.  

*Something is triggering the alarm system in the municipal building. Linda is getting a lot of late night alarm 

calls. Can the camera can be accessed and reviewed to learn what is happening? The contacts and code need to 

be updated. Linda will contact the alarm company and see if this can be accomplished remotely. 

* Temporary Easements for the East Darling Hill Road project have been sent, they are all set with one 

exception, the Martin's are requesting more information. 

* 48,000 has been added to the estimate for a culvert at the top of the hill, it should have been in the original 

estimate. A motion was made and passed to add this cost to project estimates.  

*VT. League of Cities and Towns submitted a Covid -19 plan, Joe signed off as Health Officer. 

*NEK Broadband has set up a board and drafted a mission statement. 

* Carol Krochak and Mark Kilburn  emailed a letter that was not received in time to add to the agenda. They 

expressed concern about protocol when addressing ongoing issues in "change of use" instances and repeated 

violations of town by-laws. Mike reported that there is a "paper trail" as he keeps notes relative to any 

conversations that he has. Mike is striving to be fair and non-confrontational. There was general agreement 

among the board that conversations are acceptable, as long as there is some kind of documentation.  

* Burke Mountain attorney __________________ sent a letter noting that Burke Mtn. will be appealing the 

assessed value of the resort. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:31. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Valerie Desmarais 

 

 

 

 

 

 


