
Burke Selectboard Meeting  

July 6, 2021 

Burke Community Building  

212 School Street  

West Burke, VT 05871  

802-467-3717 

 

 

Present: Selectboard Members- Christine Emmons, Joe Allard 

Linda Hackett-Corey, Cathi Feeley, Mike Harris, Dave Kaufman, Valerie Desmarais 

Visitors: Dana Gray (Caledonian Record) Carol Krochak, Keith Clark 

Christine opened the meeting at 5:12 

Review of June minutes, Joe moved to accept the minutes, Christine seconded, so moved. 

Proceed with Gator Alley, proposal to rename upper end of the road, and make the lower part a private road. Christine 

feels that more specifics are necessary before a motion is made, the road certificate will require exact mileage. Mike 

states that there is a 30 day notice for abutters and interested parties. Timeline would be August for the hearing to  

“throw up” the bottom portion of the road and make it private. The upper portion will be renamed at a later date.  

Christine motioned intent and it was seconded.  

 

Leaf Blower for the cemeteries, Joe motioned to approve. Christine seconded, Rick Hackett will be notified. 

 

Audit Proposals: Audit of the town utilizing standard auditing practices for all municipalities, this would be a thorough 

audit. 

Sullivan, Powers Co., and Peisch have bid on this assignment. Both have many references for town audits in Vermont. 

Peisch $16k, Sullivan $24, 800. Christine motions to go with the Peisch firm, Joe seconded and so moved. This is 

contingent on timelines and description of the work involved. 

 

Todd Venditouli: Resigned from the PC Chair and board. His resignation was accepted. 

 

Planning Commission came before the SB: Carol spoke and stated that we look forward to adding members and wants to 

balance the 3-town representation. Carol noted the training via Alison Lowe might be helpful for applicants to learn 

what kind of projects and what might be involved if they join the Planning Commission.  

Christine noted that typically the PC would make the recommendation and then the select board would appoint 

members. There are 2 vacancies, and there are two 2 interested parties. 

 Carol Bean Jr. 04.29 expressed interest.  

 Jennifer McKenna 05.20. 21 sent a letter of interest.  

Carol would like to invite the applicants to the meeting on the 20th, all feel that is a reasonable approach. Appointments 

deferred until the PC can meet the applicants. 

 

Edward Jones: Can the SB review the portfolio online and look at the investments?  The SB needs to do this, it cannot be 

delegated. Christine thinks it would be more productive to have the representatives come and make a presentation. 

 

Renting of the community room: this has been a historical use of the room, 75$ for the room and $150 if the kitchen is 

used. 

MWF are blackout days due to the meal site. Linda manages the calendar and sets expectations for the use of the room. 



This is approved. 

Estimate of flower beds at the Town Clerk’s office and the Park in East Burke: all told the bid from Ace of Spades is 

$800.00. Christine would like to get another estimate. Dave wonders what the expectations are? Just where and what is 

happening? Christine recommended making a few more phone calls to see who else might be available. The season is 

short. 

 

Tim Roberts put a bid on the 1978 tractor. He sent a letter offering $350.00. Linda is going to put a notice in the paper 

advertising the tractor. Dave will get the specs to Linda.  

 

Dave Kaufman gave the Road Foreman’s report: 

Sugar House Road still being worked on. Upper end will be pulled back from Floyd Willeys maple trees. Christine 

stressed that what was discussed needs to be done. 

Resident is harassing the ditching crew: he is stopping and swearing at the crew and touching the equipment. Dave 

stated that the police will be called if this continues. Should the SB send him a letter and give him a warning before the 

police are called? Christine thinks a phone call and or a letter should be sent re: his behavior. Christine will make the 

phone call. 

Grading has resumed: it was too dusty until recently. The Freightliner is in the shop. The dump cylinder is broken, it is at 

North Country Hydraulics in Littleton, NH. Repair estimate is $5-6k. 

Dangerous trees have been removed. 

The Ton Truck will be repaired by Andy Bean. 

Broken culvert fixed and utilized the new “Jumping Jack” machine. 

Office Trailer for the Town Crew is still “in the works”. Dave looked at an 12x42, it has 3 rooms,  it is not  at ground level, 

OSHA approved stairs, windows and doors. Roughly $425.00 / month, the Meadow Leasing trailer is 300.00. There are 

pickup and delivery charges for the new trailer: $300 and a docking and leveling charge. Mike reminds Dave that set-

backs need to be observed, even though it is temporary.  There are smaller options that would fit better in the space 

allocated, and the price would be more reasonable. 

Hayden’s Crossing: it seems like the work has stopped? They do have until September, Dave wonders about accessing 

the hydrant? The resident engineer at VTRANS would be the best contact. Mike will get Dave that info. 

Flagger Class for the road crew coming up. 

Tractor arrived but rake attachment is on back order due to covid. 

Winter sand has been moved from the Gingue pit which was purchased last year. Will only need about 1000 more YDs 

for this winter. 

Can Ron Gill pitch in with the Road Crew on Mondays? Christine feels the CDL training has more priority, he is working 

on that too. Christine is hesitant - there is already a 4 - man crew. It’s not in the budget. If something is under running in 

the budget and it’s occasional work and we can afford it, it is approved as a “per diem” work agreement. 

Footing for the speed signs arrived; they are big and heavy. 

Dave presented the board with estimates and projections on a town truck.  There is a process involved and Dave is 

gathering data in anticipation of a purchase in 2022. 

Town Garage update: Waiting to hear back on one stipulation, Mike will follow up with Gerard. 

Christine asked about Dave presenting the SB with a synopsis of his road report and get that to the board a couple of 

days in advance of the SB meeting. If Dave needs a laptop or a tablet to keep notes and documents the board will look 

into getting him the equipment. 

 

Mike Harris: Town Administrator’s Report:  

Recycling is going fine, the compost bins are coming in at night and that is helping with the bear visitations. Ron needs 

some assistance with the balers, can Joe ask Sam to show him the technicalities? 

Ron is doing well with the CDL quizzes, he is motivated to get his CDL. Pay increases are not in the budget currently. 

When next years’ budget is being put together, that will be taken into consideration.  

Discussion ensued about having stand by drivers for the rubbish truck, Mike Sylce is interested. 



East Darling Hill Road work has begun. Tree clearing and stumping commenced, actual construction to begin soon. 

Victory Hill Road curb cut change: State needs documentation about the change. Permit will be filed. 

Walker Hill Road: George Wagner will start soon. 

Pete’s Pond culvert on Burke Hollow Road: moving forward with replacement  

 

Mike gave the Zoning Administrator’s Report:  

There is a lot of activity esp. subdivisions. 

Rick Schwag is delinquent, the town will be paid out of the purchase of the (former)  Murray property by J. Mello. 

The Bailey property is still out of compliance; it is challenging to connect with both Mr. Schwag and Mr. Bailey. 

Christine wonders about written correspondence, so that there is a record. What about intervention via AOT as there 

are often vehicles across the white line on Rt. 5? 

The neighboring property to the north of the old post office was surveyed, there are pins there now to show the 

property lines. They own most of the property behind the old post office and have fenced it off. 

 

Planning Commission: Carol updated the SB on the PC’s activities. 

The PC has considered surveys and connection with the One Burke coalition, Keith has been working on lighting 

definitions. In re: short term rentals, is there an application for Air BNB and short-term rentals? 

It would be good to clarify the language in the by-laws; technically the definitions are in place, but there is room for 

more clarity so that people know the expectations, particularly for rental properties. It would also be good to have it 

stated what the current requirements are for fire safety. 

Cathi wonders, what about having the fire marshal sign off on the permit application? Wastewater and fire and safety 

should always be considered.  

Over capacity rentals do not have specific language; Joe notes that fire and safety rules and regulations are constantly 

evolving and are the framework and the fire marshal is the “go-to” body for any concerns. 

The One Burke coalition has set the tone for the town’s vision and common goals; Christine feels that community 

involvement and forums are an important resource. Valerie would like a mailing as it feels more inclusive, Linda 

mentioned tax bills might be a place to include a brief postcard survey. Mid- August is the time - line for this mailing. 

 

Executive Session: To review the business plan for NEK Broadband: Christine, Joe, Mike. 

Guests: Jennifer Barone, Todd Vendituoli, Evan Carlson. 

Commenced 7:15, ended at 7:39 – no action taken. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:40. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Valerie Desmarais 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 


