
 

 

TOWN OF BURKE 

212 SCHOOL STREET 

WEST BURKE, VERMONT 05871 

burke@burkevermont.org 

802-467-3717 PHONE - 802-467-8623 FAX 

June 1, 2020 

Burke Community Building 

 

 

Present: Joe Allard, Christine Emmons, Ford Hubbard ( Selectboard)  

Mike Harris: Zoning Administrator 

Linda Corey Hackett: Town Clerk 

Dave Kaufman: Road Foreman 

Valerie Desmarais: Assistant 

Guests: Tony Curtis, Desiree Hertz 

 

Meeting called to order at 5:04. The minutes were approved as written. 

 

*Tony Curtis re: Walker Road. Dave went out to inspect but no one from the board was able to get out last 

month. Christine, Mike and Joe will visit on 06.03.20 at 9:00. Tony reported that the truck turnaround was 

deeded to the town from Bruce Drown. This is pursuant to the ongoing request to reclassify the road as a Class 

3 town road. 

* Mike Harris gave an update on ongoing zoning issues. 

 Andy Bean is moving toward compliance. 

There is improvement at Howard Bailey's.  

No movement at the Schwag property. Joe observed that the wellhead was moved by being driven in to. There 

is a concern that run off from there can impact the water supply. The next letter out will have fines attached. 

There is a collapsed garage at the Bachman property on Church Street. Mike sent a letter requesting that be 

cleaned up. 

There is no new news on the Ruggles property. 

Adam Kennedy must move his trailer on Brook Road by 07.01.20 

It looks like there is chlorine storage at Adam Kennedy's property, he will need to get this permitted. 

There is an environmental hearing 06.08.20 at 9:30 via phone conference. This is to discuss a shared driveway.  

Mike then gave a Town Administrator report. 

The Burke Chamber is sponsoring a Strawberry Shortcake Event at the park in West Burke. 

Pete Calloway will be vending food, Mike is seeking approval to waive any vendor fees for this event. The SB 

agreed to waive the fee. 

There is a "book box" on town property in the intersection at Burke Hollow. This was a school project erected 

by Matt and Chris Langlais.  Mike will suggest that they move it to the Meeting House, or some other nearby 

area. 

Mike sent a request to Doug Morton at NVDA and Nate Covey at AOT for the speed checking data that has 

been collected. There is a possibility of getting a speed gun from the sheriff's office to monitor both East and 

West Burke. Christine called but was not able to connect with anyone. Since we do have contracts with the 

Sherriff's Department we can arrange a time and place and they will monitor. The Sherriff's car and the flashing 

sign both slow drivers down and does not give the most accurate speed counts; Mike will get clarification if the 

speed gun data is acceptable for AOT purposes. There was a study on the Mountain Road 2-3 years ago...is that 

data good? 

Holly Mathers is getting run off into her yard and driveway for the sidewalks and road project. No fault is 

assessed but there is a problem, Ford feels the need to discuss the situation as well as the Fire Department Hook 



 

 

Ups. There are "finishing touches" from this project and there are questions about accountability and the cost. 

Ford feels this is not the town's responsibility.  

E. Darling Hill Road Project update: The easement letters have been sent. 

Mike met with Craig Sebrear who was requesting that some trees be taken down, Mike explained that was an 

additional expense beyond the bounds of the project.  

There is a culvert on the upper half of the hill, Mike thinks this will need to be dug up and will incur additional 

expense. The design is still a work in progress, the culvert would need to be high enough to take care of the 

water if the pond lets go. The timelines for this project are still in good shape. It is time to review what has been 

paid and what has not, the bills are approved as they come through. Ford would like the categories broken down 

for billing purposes. 

 

Mike and Linda have complied and email list to enhance communication between and among town boards and 

businesses. This will be used to warn Zoning and Planning Board and special meetings. 

The Town website is due for an update and would also be a good clearinghouse for public info. Mike will work 

with Cathi on digging into some grant opportunities.  

 

Dave gave the Road Foreman Report: The trucks are all in good shape. 

Kingdom Trail has signs that are in the roadway, making it tough to grade the roads. 

Ditching Sugarhouse Road is a priority, but it's challenging as most of the driveways do not have culverts and 

the runoff is eroding the roads. Mike offered to ride with Dave and assess the situaton. 

Santos gravel pit will be used up by July 1. 

There is a cul-de-sac on Rexford Road. Brian Boutwell would like the trees cut down and replanted. Dave 

would like the trees cut and not replanted, it is very hard to plow it the way it is. Mike will check to see who 

owns it and define the right of way. 

Dave wondered why when the crew works 10 hour days they only get paid for 8 on a holiday. It was explained 

that is the way the contract is written.  

Pike is going to mill and re-pave Burke Hollow Road.  

There is a need for paving on Bugbee Crossing, White School Road, and School Street. 

Hayden Crossing Bridge is still in design phase. Project should commence Spring 2021. NVDA and the 

Regional Planning Commission make the draft recommendations and will work with AOT in the planning 

phase.  

The Water District Project has impacted Kirby Mountain Road too, Dave and Mike will review. 

Joe is still looking at spots for the Town Garage. 

 

In "Other Business" there is an applicant for the Rubbish and Recycle opening. Cody Lamere spoke to Sam 

about the job. This is an hourly position, Cody could start at one wage and move up after a probationary period. 

Proper training on job safety is a priority. Mike and Ford will meet with him before offering him the job. 

 

Quotes for the recycling center door were reviewed. Bids were received from Troy Overhead Door ($1860 & 

$1941) and Achilles Overhead Door of St. Johnsbury ($1831 & $1941). Both companies have good reputations 

and endorsements from the SB.  Bob Heath will follow up.  

The Caledonia County Sherriff's Department contract was approved not to exceed 10k. This is a renewal. The 

bills are itemized and the department can provide investigative work, traffic and speed control.  

 

NEK Broadband has a draft Mission. Linda will forward so all can review. 

 

Christine motioned to adjourn, and Ford seconded, the meeting ended at 7:05 pm. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Valerie Desmarais 



 

 

 

 


