
Town of Burke 
212 School Street 

West Burke VT 05871 
Development Review Board 

June 13, 2018 
6:00 P.M. 

 
Members present: Mike Harris, Frank Cuccia, Eleanor Kenworthy, Rodney Machell, Herman Hoyt,  
Ed Guest, Scott Chappell. 
 
Visitors: Stephanie McGowan, Tony McGowan, Andrea McGowen, Maria McGowen, Jeff Hale, Mike 
Mathers.  
 
Mike opened the meeting with reading the oath, also disclosure of interested parties and ex parte 
communications. 
 
Permit # 2018-14- This permit was tabled from the May 9, 2018 meeting. The board requested more 
information on hours of operation, parking, lighting, signage, and the plan between the sidewalk and the 
deck, located at the front of the restaurant.  There was a site visit done at this location on June 5, 2018. 
(see the site visit minutes). 
 
The McGowen’s will be reopening the restaurant that was (the River Garden Café) located 427 VT RT 114. 
It has been renamed The Orange Rind.  They will use the existing lighting in the front that is there, only 
they will update it. A sign with new fixtures will be placed in front on the building with downward lighting.  
The front will have a 9 ft. deck using the existing overhang. Grass will be planted between the restaurant 
and sidewalk. They felt for safety reasons, this should just be grass. There will be a granite curb between 
the lawn of the business and sidewalk. 
 
Parking plan was presented.  The restaurant can seat 72 people. The gazebo out back will have seats and 
the deck on the back will be for seating. The deck out front will have 2 small tables with 2 chairs. Lighting 
will be low voltage downward lighting.   
 
Restaurant will have a counter for customers to order and pick-up. 
 
There is an apartment above the restaurant, which for now will be an office. Future plans may want it 
back as an apartment. No plans for any building near the river. 
 
Hours of operation will be 7:00 A.M. to Midnight- 7 days a week. This will be seasonal for now.  Bike racks 
will be put up on the East Burke Bike Shop side, along the fence. They also may put bike racks in the front.  
Eleanor asked about locks for the bikes.  
 
Sacha Pealer from Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation sent an email and needs 
information about the project.  Jeff will contact her. 
 
No interested parties were present, no other questions, Mike asked for motion to close hearing, Buddy 
motioned/Ed Seconded. All in favor, Hearing closed.  
 



Permit # 2018-07- The board reopened this permit, last month at their deliberative session. They 
requested Mr. Mckee get letters from his abutters that state they are aware he is close to the properties 
is requesting a variance.  He wouldn’t need to be present at this meeting, just send in their letters.  
 
After reviewing the letters, the board felt one of the abutters, Mr. Graves wasn’t clear that one of the 
setbacks was going to be 10 ft. from the property line.  The board felt, if they were going to approve this 
variance, they wanted Mr. Graves to state that in his letter. Mr. McKee would also be required to come 
back to the July 11, 2018 meeting.   After a lengthy discussion, a straw vote was taken,  about  whether  
or not this variance meets the 5 criteria, in the bylaws. The vote was 4-Yes, 2  No-1 abstained. Mike asked 
for a motion to continue this permit in July. Buddy made the motion, Frank seconded. Hearing continued. 
 
Linda will contact Mr. McKee and ask him to attend the meeting in July and get another letter from Mr. 
Graves stating he is aware of the 10 ft. setback that this addition will create. 
 
Review of December 2017 minutes, Mike asked for a motion to accept them as written, Buddy motioned, 
Frank seconded, All in favor, December minutes approved. 
 
Review of January minutes, Mike asked for a motion to accept minutes as written, Buddy motioned, Ed 
seconded. All in favor. January minutes approved.   
 
Review of the Site Visit minutes for June 5, 2018. Mike asked for a motion, Buddy seconded, a correction 
needs to made, it is saying seating for 72 cars.   It should be 72 seats for patrons. With this correction 
Buddy motioned to approve with correction and Ed seconded. All in favor. 
 
Review of May’s minutes, Mike asked for a motion, Scott motioned, Buddy seconded, All in favor, May 
minutes approved.  
 
Mike Mathers is here to ask Mike Harris if he would be able to attend the planning board meeting on June 
14, 2018, at 6:30 with him. He would like discuss changes for the future bylaws. Mike said he would attend. 
 
Zoning Administrator report:  Mike ask Brent about the trailer on Route 5. Brent is in contact with Mr. 
Bailey each week. Mr. Bailey needs fill to be able to move the trailer. He has put a sign out for clean fill 
wanted and the road foreman said they may be able to help with that occasionally.   Brent has spoken 
with Stuart Miles about a subdivision and campground. 
 
Herm noticed a trail going in across from the Switser property on the Burke Hollow Road. He was curious 
what that is, it is very steep.  
 
No mail, 
No other business 
 
Ed motions to adjourn Frank seconds, All in favor, Meeting adjourned.  7:05 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted; 
 
Linda Hackett-Corey 
DRB clerk 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 


