
Town of Burke 

212 School Street 

West Burke, Vermont 05871 

Email:burke@burkevermont.org 

Burke Community Building 

June 6, 2022 

Present:  

Town Clerk: Linda Corey-Hackett 

Town Treasurer: Cathi Feely 

Selectboard: Joe Allard, Christine Emmons, Mark Daigle 

Road Foreman: Dave Kaufman 

Zoning Administrator: Mike Harris 

Town Administrator: Jim Sullivan 

Minutes Clerk: Valerie Desmarais 

Guests: Tony Curtis, Sharon Porter, Lisa and Carrol Smith-Bean, Sherriff Jim Hemond, Cameron 

Giammalv; Andrea Day and Anthony Moccia via ZOOM.  

Special SB Meeting ran from 4:30 – 5:00 to review Edward Jones investment portfolio.  

Special Hearing re: Walker Road commenced at 5:03. A public inspection was conducted. June 

6. 2022 at 3:00 P.M. Present were property owner Tony Curtis, Dave Kaufman, Mark Daigle, 

Christine Emmons, Jim Hinman. 

The consensus was the road was in good shape, drainage and culverts were good. Walker 

Road classified as a Class III Town Highway after 48 years. Tony Curtis thanked all. 

Special meeting closed at 5:06. 

 

Joe opened the regular meeting at 5:07 

Jim Sullivan was introduced as our new town manager. 

Anthony Moccia via Zoom re: Rasputitsa in April. Tony wants to work more closely with the 

town and make sure things go even more smoothly than they have in the past. Tony states 

that the feedback from participants is positive. He is working on 2023 planning. Christine 

passed along feedback from the Sheriff’s Department that over all the event went well. There 

was one report from a business in Newark that had a safety concern. Anthony reiterated his 

desire to work more closely with the town for the next event. 

 

Christine motioned to accept the May Selectboard Meeting minutes as written, all in favor. 

 

Sharon Porter of 1425 Sugarhouse Road has a concern that her neighbors have run a ditch line 

and are sending a lot of water onto her property. The adjacent property has a history of water 

problems. The former owners ran the water out of their basement onto their own lawn. 

Sharon stated that she reached out to Mike Harris and reported that the situation has not 



been resolved. Over the course of months Sharon informed Mike that a large amount of water 

is being dumped directly onto her property. Mike stated that he would contact George 

Wagner again to work the ditches; Sharon is requesting that the 3 pipes be removed and 

prevent the water from running onto her property. Dave had requested that the pipes be cut 

back and re-directed but that does not appear to have been completed. Mike stated that he 

spoke with George Wagner to re-direct the water. Christine stated that the town ROW needs 

to be looked at first, the town does have an active role in exploring the situation. An 

appointment was made for Friday, 06.10.22 afternoon to review. 

 

Sherriff Hemond reported that he thought there was good traffic control, and the signage was 

correct for the Rasputitsa race. Burke road patrols are proceeding according to contract. He 

stated that the department wants to be approachable and available to converse with 

residents.  

 

Carrol and Lisa Smith - Bean at 1120 White School Road; are concerned that the culvert by the 

driveway is unsafe; the sides are eroding and it’s half full of silt already. Lisa is wondering if 

there are regulations, Christine stated that there are specifications. Lisa is wondering if this 

can be stabilized, Dave said that seeding it will stiffen it up, Lisa and Carol are wondering about 

extending the culvert. Dave states that the culvert is not any deeper than it has ever been. 

Christine suggests that the SB visit, Friday 06.10.22 is scheduled for a site visit by the SB. The 

SB will reach out to Lisa after they visit the site. 

 

Cameron Giammalv: new owner of the former Willy’s Inn came to talk about getting a liquor 

license. The paperwork has been submitted and is due to be signed tonight. 

 

Andrea Day: Wastewater alternatives: They are working through the amount of information 

that needs to be presented to get the full picture re: alternatives and cost implications. On the 

East Burke side, the wastewater system at the mountain cannot be assigned a value while the 

receivership is active.  Andrea has an estimate from an appraiser; the site north of the 

cemetery on Rt. 114 may be archeologically sensitive, this will be explored and a new site 

identified as necessary. Christine notes that Jim Sullivan will be attached as a new contact 

person going forward. A meeting will be scheduled. 

 

Dave gave the road foreman’s report: cleaning of culverts and flushing is close to completion, 

a 24” culvert on the Hollow Road is failing and needs to be replaced asap. Dave wonders about 

hiring this out, there is money in the budget. There are 4 culverts that must be replaced prior 

to new pavement; Christine asked about undersized culverts being replaced with larger 

culverts as necessary. There is a home-owner culvert that needs to be removed, it is impacting 

the town culvert. Dave wondered about the tree and brush clearing that needs to be done in 



Burke Hollow to make it safer. Joe spoke with the owners in the area, in general residents are 

in favor of cleaning up the vegetation to clean up the site line. Joe also feels that signage will 

help. Christine noted that there is a homeowner “sign off” form, these need to be completed 

before the town does anything regarding deep trimming roadside.  

Chris Manges reached out to Christine with concerns about the trees that were taken down at 

the Meeting House, the trees were in bad shape and shedding branches. There is a need for 

continued conversation about curating this important historic site. Dave has had to reschedule 

a meeting with Doug Morton twice, they need to review the Old Farm Road grant prior to 

starting any work there. The Freight Liner needs a new fuel tank, the work will be done “in-

house”. Backhoe needs to go to Williston as there is machining that needs to be done, Dave is 

waiting for a quote on the repairs. Crew has started hauling winter sand so the shed can be 

repaired. Regarding paving on Burke Hollow Road, most should be reclaimed, Dave met with 

Pike and is waiting on an estimate. The road between The Green and East Burke is 

delaminating and the discussion is if the work is beyond the scope of the area and the work 

that has been identified, the approval process would need to be re-visited. A meeting needs to 

be set up with Shawna Clifford of the AOT, Grant Administrator and Jim. 

 

Progress update on the new garage: wetlands delineation is in the works, building financing 

has been explored; Joe will write up the details for the team to review.  

 

Pinkham Road access: Kristen Graham of 2965 Pinkham Road was seen by Joe and Christine, 

this site needs to be re-visited to address owner concerns regarding access.  

 

Jim gave the Town Administrator report: He opened by thanking the board. He has created a 

list with ongoing issues and ranked the priorities. Hayden Crossing is done and is much 

improved. Jim has had conversations with town employees and stressed that he is available 

and invested in keeping communication open. Safety is a paramount concern. There are 

projects large and small to be completed. He has identified grants and timelines. Christine 

noted that the West Burke Sidewalk Project grant is due by 06.08.22. The Revitalization of 

West Burke is a work in progress, the sidewalk work is a very big project, there are ROW 

permissions to be obtained and the timeline could extend to 4 years. 

 

Mike has done a lot of work towards the feasibility study. It was noted that the West Burke 

water and sewer project is another project that may have ramifications for the sidewalk 

project. Christine noted that the feasibility study should include as much of the town sidewalks 

as possible, and that the work would need to be done in phases. Mike and Jim are working 

closely to ease the transition. 

 



Mike gave the Zoning Administrator’s Report: There is a status conference hearing for the 

Howard Bailey property set for 06.13.22 at 9:00. Mike has asked Mr. Bailey to join him to 

attend the Zoom meeting at the Community Building. Mike noted that the site is not 

permitted legally for the trailer there. The lot does not allow for legal set-backs per town code.   

Christine sought input regarding the cost of clean up at the town’s expense, there is a concern 

that if there are improvements, they will be transitory. Rick Schwag also has a court hearing at 

Environmental Court, waiting on a Status Conference date. There are 3 years’ worth of fines 

accruing.  

Permit applications have been very busy. Mike reported that the Planning Commission is 

working with Alison Low at NVDA and currently addressing primitive camping sites language.  

The Mylar for the Gingue property is ready to be picked up. Once the access permit is granted, 

Gerard can fulfill his work agreement for the road. There is a process for the design and Mike 

reiterated that this proposal goes to the DRB for the town permitting process. Mike caught the 

board up on the cost of a new rubbish truck, there is an 8-12 month timeline for acquisition. 

Mike has been in conversation with 2 different purveyors. Mike noted that keeping the old 

rubbish truck would be a good back up and would be cost effective in handling the Zero Sort 

materials.  

Mike gave a One Burke update: they are seeking 501C3 designation (non-profit status) for the 

Town of Burke, this will allow access to more grants and funding opportunities. The Strawberry 

Festival is set for 06-24-22, from 4P.M. -7 P.M. Mike has a plan for rubbish pick up, the church 

will be open for extra restroom facilities.  

Mike reported that there is increased funding for the Town Forests properties, there are also 

matching grant monies up to 10k available through KTA.  

A motion was made to pay an invoice from Michelle Green regarding lawn clean up. The 

motion was denied, the town will not pay for this. 

KTA: Thank You note and certificate of liability presented to the town. 

Accounts Payable and Payroll signed. 

Approve and Sign Payroll warrant 

Approve State Police contract 

Sign Cemetery Lots 

Sign Vendor Permit 

Approve Liquor License 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:00. 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Valerie Desmarais 

 

 


