
Burke Planning Commission  

May 18, 2021 

Zoom Meeting 

 

Present: Carol Krochak, Keith Clark, Todd Vendituoli, Valerie Desmarais 

Mike Harris: Town Manager 

Todd called the meeting to order at 6:02. 

Carol motioned for the training and overview that was presented by Alison Lowe- NVDA be forwarded 

to the Selectboard so that applicants for the Planning Commission can review the “goals – tasks” 

format and get a basic understanding of the Planning Commission’s work ahead. Carol feels that the 

SB needs to understand the commitment required so that a candidate can understand the tasks in front 

of us. It would also be helpful to have candidates share their interests or visions for their participation 

on the Planning Commission. 

Valerie seconded the motion. 

Todd motioned to approve the March meeting minutes, the minutes were unanimously approved as 

written. 

Discussion ensued relative to “in-person” meetings. The next meeting PC is June 15. Questions around 

the capacity of the community room and  management of the community room arose, Mike joined the 

meeting during this conversation and told the board that the room is available, current capacity is for 20 

people. The town office remains constrained to “appointment - only” due to the limited space in the 

office. Board members expressed interest in meeting outside for safety with the option of accessing the 

Community Room. 

 

General discussion moved to ideas about involving Burke citizens in defining goals for Burke. Carol 

suggested interactive meetings like the “One Burke” session, public meetings are helpful. 

Valerie suggested that a multi-pronged approach is necessary, not all are comfortable with public 

meetings, and it is tough to pick a perfect time for all. Further general discussion ensued: 

*Public gathering and “story boards” 

*Mailing – Postcards 

* Survey Monkey email ( It was noted that Mike has 430 email addresses from a citizenry of 1600, 

there are a preponderance of second home owners in this collection). Mike is still working on the text-

able numbers, those numbers would have other applications where a group text could impart important 

information, e.g., the emergency planning work that Joe Allard is doing. Mike noted that Burke does 

have a Survey Monkey account that may be utilized 

*Front Porch  Forum 

*Burke Community Forum on Facebook 

*Chamber Events: the Strawberry Festival and / or Burklyn Fall Festival June 25th.  

* Recycling Building: Mike noted that the facility gets a tremendous amount of traffic. Posterboards or 

envelopes for cards could be hung up for ongoing data collection. The same could be implemented in 

the town office too. 



There was unanimous agreement that a rationale for the data collection needs to be defined, so that 

citizens will understand how their contact info might be utilized.  

 

Carol noted that we would need a skilled facilitator if we are considering a public gathering. Carol also 

referred to an observation from Alison Lowe that public momentum can often be generated with a 

specific project. 

Valerie suggested that the survey work be done prior to the board picking any project. 

Todd motioned for the board to come to the June meeting with 6 questions for the survey. Keith 

seconded and the motion was moved. 

 

Keith gave a brief update on his work regarding lighting language. He reported that the language in the 

Burlington town plan was good, but light measurement is in “foot candles”. Keith apprised the group 

that foot candles can be converted to lumens for more current lighting language. 

Keith has not decided on a light measurement phone app yet, these are widely available. 

 

Todd returned to PC recruitment, can candidates review the goals and tasks template prior to applying 

to the SB? Mike suggests that a candidate sit in on a Planning Commission meeting as a first step. 

Todd can put a post on the Burke Community Forum on Facebook; does a planning commission 

member need to be a resident of Burke? Mike will look at the statute and let us know by the end of the 

week. 

Todd asked for input for agenda items for 06.15.21 meeting.  

Carol asked if there was more work to be done clarifying certain definitions in the by-laws. Are there 

descriptions that the Developmental Review Board find unclear? Mike stated that the Air B-n-B 

language is an ongoing issue; definitions for accessory use and dwellings could be refined. Any rental 

does need to go to the DRB, the Fire Marshall is also involved to ensure fire safety rules and 

regulations are in place. Carol asked if there is an application for Air B-n-B’s? 

Mike reported that the state indicates that an Air B-n-B landlord can be creating a public water system 

via inviting and allowing public usage of those systems; it is very complicated. Valerie reminded the 

board that we had tabled this discussion in 2019 in deference to the state process.  

 

Re: outdoor lighting: can we be more clear? How much does Mike as Zoning Administrator have to 

explain or interpret for people? Todd stressed the lighting language needs to be considered for all, not 

just businesses. With Keith launching the research we will be able to come to a standard that applies to 

everyone.  

Todd motioned to adjourn at 7:15. Valerie seconded. Meeting adjourned. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Valerie Desmarais 


