
Burke Selectboard Meeting 

May 3, 2021 

Via Zoom 

 

Present: Christine Emmons, Ford Hubbard, Joe Allard, Cathi Feeli, Dave Kaufman, Linda Hackett-

Corey, Mike Harris, Valerie Desmarais 

Guests: John Waterman, Mary Wewioski, Lynnette Claudon (on behalf of One Burke). 

 

Christine called the meeting to order at 5:00. 

The April meeting minutes were reviewed, Christine motioned to approve the minutes as written, Joe 

seconded. 

John Waterman came before the board to report that it has been at least 10 years since the town did  

any maintenance on his road, it is very rough. Can something be done to make it more passable? The 

road is the upper end of Gator Alley; it is a Class IV road and culvert maintenance is all that is 

required. John needs the propane truck to be able to deliver, also he says that it is not passable for any 

emergency vehicles. Christine noted that the road has not been thrown up, it is a detailed process. Does 

the SB want to upgrade to a Class III road? Gator Alley is the Old Town Road. Mary states that there is 

a lot of traffic on the road and drivers following a GPS are directed through as a means to Burke Green 

Road, and it is not passable. The “Gator Alley” road sign could be taken down on the Burke Hollow 

side to alleviate traffic. A “No Thru-Way” sign was helpful, but the signs get taken down.  Mary feels 

that the town needs to do something to make the road more safe.  

Christine reiterated that the board understands there’s a problem, the road needs to be looked at and the 

SB need to consider solutions. Dave will go to look at the emerging rocks and the issue will be 

revisited in June. 

Mary also asked about patching the hole on Burke Hollow Road where the culvert goes across, Dave 

states that the crew has patched this spot and it will be repaired when the road is paved this summer. 

 

Dave gave the Road Foreman Report:  

The crew is cleaning up culvert ends. 

The blacktop has been swept. 

Ditching work is continuing on Sugarhouse  Road, when they get to Floyd Willey’s they will take care 

of the issues there. 

The trucks are in good shape with the exception of the Freightliner, which still has intermittent issues. 

Dave is assisting with work on a design for the flashing speed signs in East Burke Village. 

The Jumping Jack compactor has arrived. 

Dave has paving quotes from Pike for Victory Road and the top of East Darling Hill; these include 

reclaiming the pavement and repaving. The quotes are a little higher than what is budgeted ( 175k). 

Christine is concerned about any over budget work while there is a big project on E. Darling Hill, the 

work described in the bids is beyond the scope of the original work plan. Christine asked Dave to take 

a look and see where adjustments can be made, a quote will need to be re-submitted. Dave notes that 

asphalt tonnage prices are rising daily, and that the bid from Pike is a package and is aggressive as the 

equipment does not need to be moved. It was also noted that someone from the Fire District needs to be 

involved.  

Ford asked about the 25MPH flashing light signs, where are the lights going to be positioned? The 

lights are actually for the posted 30 MPH by the Burke Club House and at the northern entrance to East 

Burke, they will flash the existing speed limit of 30 MPH. 

Dave asked about a water cooler for the crew to be placed in the town garage. All agree that this is a 

good idea, Dave will check with Linda and set it up.  



Joe, Mike and Dave have looked into a “job trailer” to give the crew a space and an office area and get 

them out of the leaky, unsafe, cement town garage. A construction trailer wired for AC and heat is 

360$ month and there is a drop off charge. The crew would still need a restroom facility. 

Dave reports that the crew is trucking winter sand from Gingue’s. 

The Walker Road culverts are at the garage, they are looking at early June to start the project. 

Dave has quotes for replacing the 1979 tractor; Joe asked how the tractor will be utilized? It is for 

roadside mowing and leaf blowing. Dave would like a grapple to use when brushing and to clean up 

blow downs. Joe asked about used tractors and also if the current tractor has any trade-in value. The 

municipal grant only applies to new equipment and the 1979 tractor bearings are going, it is not 

suitable for a trade. Dave has done a lot of research and reported that the market on tractors is tight. 

Christine suggested that a little more research be done, if all the budget goes to the tractor, there is 

nothing left over for other needs. 

Dave is taking vacation on 05.06 thru 05.16. He asks that Jim Hinman be called with any issues. 

 

Lynnette Claudon presented information on test pits being dug for the septic study. There will need to 

be a hearing before they are dug, archeologists must approve the locations. Christine noted that 

paperwork for this was signed last fall. The pits will be dug as deep as the groundwater table, 5-6’. 

They are proposed for the town property at 212 School St. (town office) and 3799 Rt. 5 ( gravel pit). 

The archeological test pits come first, the School St. location is likely to be archeologically sensitive.  

Cathi asked about what is being considered for the School St. location; Lynnette replied that the 

property could be a resource for a community septic system. Cathi also asked about the impacts that 

might have on the town’s ability to expand the recycling center, the town offices, etc. and what about 

water?  Lynnette stated that there are constraining factors, well head protection areas are well defined 

and a system would not be put in an area where it would impact the water. The test pits are part of the 

study to determine the viability of the public water and waste systems projects. The One Burke task 

force needs this information to understand the options. The documents have been drafted, there will be 

a public comment period. Ms. Claudon referenced the American Recovery Plan Act, there is funding 

for village wastewater and infrastructure implementation. It was suggested that the town move forward 

cautiously but be prepared to take advantage of this funding opportunity. Joe motioned to approve the 

test pits, Christine seconded.  

 

Mike gave the Town Administrator report: 

Worth’s Gutters has submitted a quote for The Recycling Center gutters. These would go on both sides 

of the building and the vestibule area. Gutters are preventative maintenance. Christine asked if there 

was money in the building maintenance budget. Christine noted that the school project for a rain barrel 

for the gardens is still an active issue and to keep this in mind as the gutters are planned. 

Mike is looking at different vendors and more options that will get recycled materials shipped more 

quickly. Recycling tonnage is going up and Bob is taking more trips to Coventry. 

JP Sicard came out and looked at the bridges and guardrail work. 

The Burke Chamber would like to have the Strawberry Festival in West Burke, the vendors are the 

same as last year: The Runaway Tomato and Smokin’ Something. The Runaway Tomato has asked if 

the vendor permit application fee can be waived. Since Smokin’ Something ( Will Linkovitch) has 

already paid, it was decided that The Runaway Tomato ( Pete Calloway) will also  need to pay. 

As the park in West Burke is considered a focal point for community activities, the Village Trustees 

will need to be kept up to date on proposed events; parking and general traffic issues will be 

considerations. 

Mike is participating with the Kingdom Trails Feasibility Study, Christine noted that connections and 

multi-use (bike and pedestrian) spaces are key factors. 



Mike gave the Zoning Administrator report: 

Rick Schwag has been notified by the court, Mike feels he is interested in coming into compliance and 

may be motivated to sell the (former) Murray property. 

Howard Bailey will be served notice of violation by the Sherriff’s Department; fines will accrue as of 

May 31.  

Some discussion ensued re: Mike’s process on these long-standing issues, he reports that there has not 

been a consistent application of the zoning laws, resulting in varying degrees of intervention. In all 

cases Mike has sent multiple notices to demonstrate a long pattern of attempted corrective measures. 

Unfortunately, a lot of time and money gets spent in the process. Joe noted that health violations need 

to go to court, that health orders cannot be ignored.  The Williamson lot with the unregistered cars and 

an apparent car repair shop has been going on too long and it’s time to “lower the boom”. There are 

other violations in town- Eric Rumbinas is still in violation and Dan Strout is also an offender. 

Everyone agrees that the situation is frustrating, Mike is open to suggestions.  

Re: Kevin Lajoie property: TH 20 is in the buffer zone and wetlands there need to be delineated. Kevin 

will need a permit. This is a 3-4 month process. Mike will delay throwing up the road until this has 

been done.  

Mike drafted a letter re: apartment rental, Air B-n-B, campsites and “tiny homes”. 

 

Lawn Mowing Bids were reviewed, there were 4 bids: 

Utley Construction: 20 mows at the Town Clerk’s office at $65 per. 

The Eliminator: Weekly lawn mowing at Darling Park $150 and $55 weekly at the Town Clerk’s office 

to include trimming 

Cross Cut: 150$ per mow for the park, 50$ for Town Office (trimming not specified). 

Moonlight Mowing: 150$ Mow and trim park, 60$ Town Office, specified that work will be done on 

weekends to avoid disruption of town business. 

Moonlight Mowing (Jake Paquette) was the contractor for 2020 mowing and all agreed that he did a 

good job. Joe motioned to accept the Moonlight Mowing bid, Christine seconded.  

 

Joe reported on the Emergency Management Plan. He is the town Emergency Management Plan 

director; the plan needs to be reviewed and approved on an annual basis. Joe has updated personnel 

roles, names and contact numbers. The Town School is identified as a primary shelter location with 

capacity for 100 people. The Town Office is secondary at 25 individuals. Day Cares are considered as  

serving “vulnerable populations” Joe will add to and update that section of the plan and this will be 

reviewed at the June SB meeting. Dave asked about a central dispatch area so that fire and emergency 

responders can connect – Dave will ask Jim about a base station at the fire house to serve this purpose. 

 

Discussion relevant to a new town shed ensued; there are 2 years’ worth of gravel at the Gingue 

location, also, that spot has straight access to the garage and pit area. The state does not support 2 

accesses to the new yard. Ford asked about a leach field, if the lot is large enough it makes sense to 

consider that lot. Room for expansion is to be considered as there will be development and growth in 

the future. 

 

The Board received a letter form Carrol Bean, Jr. expressing interest in the Planning Commission seat. 

The ad will be run for another month and letters of interest will be reviewed at the June SB Meeting. 

 

It is time to re-up the Vermont State Police Contract; 15k was budgeted for the VSP, and 11.6k  was 

spent. Christine motioned to accept, and the board unanimously approved this line item. 

 



Accounts Payable were approved and signed: 

Accounts Payable Warrant 

Payroll Warrant 

Cemetery Burial Lot : Brooks 

Overweight Permits 

Vendor permit for Two Tamales food truck 

Certificate of Local Adoption: Mitigation 

NEK Community Broadband: Communication Representative  

State Police Contract 

The meeting adjourned at 7:30. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Valerie Desmarais 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


