
Town of Burke 
212 School Street 

West Burke VT 05871 
Development Review Board 

May 9, 2018 
6:00 P.M. 

 

Members present: Mike Harris, Frank Cuccia, Eleanor Kenworthy, Rodney Machell 

Zoning Administrator:  Brent Shafer 

Visitors: Amber Davis, Amber Bollman, Robert McKee, Charlotte Downs, Jeff Hale representing Stephen 

McGowen 

Mike opens meeting 6:00 P.M.  Oath was read, also disclosure of interested parties. 

 Permit # 2018-07: Robert McKee 371 Pinkham Road East Burke is asking for a variance to build a 22x36 

addition to his house and a 14 X 18 garage.  He owns 1/3 acre. This is a non-conforming lot in the Resort 

District. The addition will be for a bedroom, the space that he is using now is in the loft and it is too small, 

it hard to stand up in. He will use the loft space for a closet.  Front Setback for the house right now is 39’. 

It needs to be 75’. The addition will not encroach on that, the variance is for the 36’.  In the rear the house 

is 32’ from the line now. The variance is also needed for this. The septic is located in the back of the house. 

Spring is in the front of the house. He plans on maintaining a buffer for the surrounding property line. 

The garage will be a 14 X 18. Setback is 75’ from the boundary line. Bylaws say 100 for the rear. This will 

be located to the right of the house when you pull into driveway. He is asking for variance, for this. Letters 

to the abutters have been written. No interested parties attended the meeting.  The board has no other 

questions. Mike asked for a motion to close, Eleanor motioned/Buddy seconded, all in favor. Hearing 

closed.  

When the DRB deliberated they voted to reopen this permit, they are requesting Mr. McKee get letters 

from the abutters saying that they do not object to the addition or garage. The letters need to be in to the 

Town Clerk’s Office prior to the June 13th 2018 meeting.  Mr. Mckee does not need to come back for the 

meeting.  

Permit: 2018-11-Amber Bollman is operating a daycare out of her home, located at 435 Gaskell Hill Road. 

She was recently informed that she needed a permit from the town. She has a state permit for a licensed 

day care. She is allowed to have a total of 10 children. Six (6) fulltime and four (4)  part-time. The driveway 

is large enough for people to pull in drop off the children, they can back-up and pull out correctly in the 

roadway. There are no employee’s.  Hours of operation are Monday thru Friday 7:00 A.M. to 5:30 P.M. 

Letters to abutters have been sent. There are no interested parties.  Board has no other questions, Mike 

asked for motion to close. Frank motioned/ Eleanor seconded. Hearing closed. 

Permit: 2018-12-Amber Davis is operating a daycare out of her home, located at 1632 Bugbee Crossing. 

She was recently informed that she needed a permit from the town. She has a state permit for a licensed 

day care. She is allowed to have a total of 10 children. Six (6) fulltime and four (4) part-time. The driveway 

is large enough for people to pull in drop off the children, they can back-up and pull out correctly in the 

roadway. There are no employee’s. Hours of operation are Monday thru Friday 7:00 A.M. to 5:30 P.M. 



Letters to abutters have been sent. There are no interested parties.  Board has no other questions, Mike 

asked for motion to close. Frank motioned/ Eleanor seconded. Hearing closed. 

Permit # 2018-14 Stephen (Tony) McGowen has recently purchased the River Garden Restaurant and Ice 

Cream Shop located at 427 VT RT 114.  Jeff Hale is representing him. They want to operate a restaurant 

called The Orange Rind. Alcohol will be served. They plan on renovating the inside, updating the kitchen.  

A 12X 36 deck off the back porch will be added and will be 10’ from the East Burke Side property line. Also 

adding a Gazebo out back that will seat 21 people.  The front will have a stone patio that will have 4 small 

tables with two chairs at each table. Some type of buffer will be used between sidewalk and patio.   The 

Orange Rind will be a counter service. People can chose to take their food and drink to the gazebo, or the 

back deck for a relaxing view of the river, this will be enclosed by existing side boundary fencing. Patrons 

can also go out to the front patio. They can also choose to stay inside.   Hours of operation will be 9 A.M. 

to midnight.   Charlotte Downs is here on behalf of the East Burke library. The Burke Mountain Club house 

is an abutter. She just wanted to listen and has no objections.  

The board had questions on parking, lighting, signage, and hours of operation. Will this be year round or 

seasonal?  The board decided to table this permit until June 13, 2018 to give Jeff time to get this 

information together.  If he can bring the information into the office prior to the meeting, the board may 

be able to do a site visit.   

Mike asked for a motion to table this permit, Frank motioned/Buddy seconded. This permit is tabled. 

Review of Minutes: December and January minutes cannot be approved until we have the correct 

members available. March minutes were reviewed, Mike asked for a motion to approve, Eleanor 

motioned/Buddy seconded, all in favor, March minutes are approved. There was no meeting in April. 

Zoning Administrator: Brent has been in contact with the owner of the trailer on Rt. 5 in West Burke. The 

owner has plans to fill in the cellar hole and move the trailer in back. Brent will meet with him next week 

to figure out the setbacks.  

Brent received a complaint from the selectboard, about the property at 45 VT Rt. 5A. in West Burke.   

People have been there all hours of the night working on cars, 4 wheelers, motorcycles , leaving junk parts 

laying around and playing loud music. Brent called the owner of the building Rick Schwag and he said he 

would take care of that. At this time it does appear this has been resolved. 

There is a trailer is owned by Tim Roberts and located at Hayden Crossing that doesn’t have a permit. 

Brent is trying to catch up with the owner. 

Burke 2000 is having a jamboree later this year and wondered if overnite camping would be allowed in 

the base lodge parking lot for this one weekend event. The DRB Board felt this shouldn’t be a problem. 

No Mail and no other Business, Frank motioned to adjourn/ Buddy seconded. Meeting adjourned. 7:30 

P.M.  

Respectfully submitted; 

Linda Hackett-Corey  

DRB Clerk 


