
 

 

Town of Burke 

Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 

October 9, 2014 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:02 PM. 
 

Members Present:  Carlos Bean, James Bentley, Keith Clark, Candace Dane, Al Duey, and Dave 
Ormiston. 
 
Visitors: Mike Mathers and Alison Low  
Mike Mathers submitted a petition signed by 66 verified Burke legal voters.  The petition is: 

 
Mike asked what would happen next and if the planning commission had any questions.  Mike 
was informed the PC would follow state statutes by moving forward with the requested bylaw 
change as though it had been prepared by the PC.  The first step will be for the PC to discuss the 
change to determine if any technical changes are needed and to then schedule one or more 
public hearings for public input regarding the change.  There were no questions for Mike. 
 
Old Business 

 Alison Low explained that as part of the grant to try and project the impact to Burke of EB5 
projects a build out analysis was being done.  To make the analysis more realistic, water and 
sewer constraints, traffic, pedestrian flow, existing businesses and structures in both the 
East and West Burke Village Mixed Use zoning district, and the objectives for this district 
would be taken into account.  She asked the planning commission members a series of 
questions regarding where they saw future growth for categories such as residential 
housing, businesses, and recreational areas within the currently defined uses and setback 
requirements.  Alison also provided a brief explanation of the benefits of Village Center 
Designation.  There was consensus that businesses and commercial property owners in both 
villages should be provided with more information regarding how they might be able to 
benefit from the designation.  This will be addressed at a future meeting. 

 The revised flood regulations have not yet been approved by the state.  They have stated 
that they are working on them now and we should expect an answer soon.  When the 
regulations are finalized all property owners within the flood hazard area will be invited to 
attend a public meeting to learn details about the revised regulation.   

We the undersigned Registered Voters of the Town of Burke hereby petition the 
Planning Commission to add the following as a Permitted Use in the Village Mixed Use 
zone under section 210 (1) of the Town of Burk Zoning and Subdivision Regulations: 
 
Overnight RV Parking 



 

 

 A discussion about the process to follow in order to adopt bylaw revisions currently being 
worked on by the PC concluded that it would be best to proceed with the entire revised 
bylaw rather than trying to do it piece meal. 

 
Other Business 

 Information gathered regarding how other towns address regulating vacation rentals was 
discussed.  It was decided to take no further actions at this time since the selectboard does 
not want to take any action at this time.  Candace mentioned that a noise ordinance ought 
to be implemented by the town because noise from vacation rentals will only increase and 
that it should be addressed before it becomes a more serious problem.  

 The petition for RV Parking in the villages was briefly discussed to ensure that everyone had 
the same understanding of the content of the petition and the process that must be 
followed per state statute.  The petition will be on next month’s agenda.  

 The Zoning Administrator has requested that the bylaw be revised to include in one place 
the specific permits that can be approved with Administrative Review.   It was agreed that a 
section with this information will be drafted and added in front of the zoning district Use 
Tables. 

 
Zoning Administrator Update 
Doug Gimler commented that he was trying to determine where a structure could be permitted 
on a parcel bordered by the East Branch of the Passumpsic.  He was advised that the setback in 
the current zoning bylaw is measured from the Flood Hazard Area (FHA) identified on current 

National Flood Insurance Program maps, which are stored in the town clerk’s office.  It was also 
noted that the revised FHA regulations that are being finalized for approval could expand the 
FHA in some locations. 
 
Minutes 
June minutes again could not be approved due to not having a quorum of attendees who were 
present at the June meeting.  The minutes will be addressed at the next meeting. 
 
September meeting minutes were reviewed.  James motioned that the minutes be accepted as 
written.  Carlos seconded.  All voted to approve. 
 
Adjourn 
Dave motioned to adjourn, Chris seconded the motion and all approved.  Meeting adjourned at 
7:52 PM 
 
 
Al Duey 
Acting Planning Commission Secretary 
 


