
 

 

Town of Burke 

Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 

July 9, 2015 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:10 PM. 
 

Members Present:  Carlos Bean, Keith Clark, Al Duey, and Dave Ormiston. 
 
Visitors:  Alison Low, Doug Gimler. 
 
Old Business 
Revised flood regulations, which require state approval, were reviewed.   The revised regulations have 
been worked on for over a year and are now approved by the state.  Because so much time has elapsed 
since the beginning of this work, Alison has asked to briefly summarize the background as to why the 
Burke flood regulations ought to be revised.   

 Burke flood regulations no longer comply with federal requirements (FEMA). 

 FEMA is only insurance.  They do not address improving flood resilience and the existing 
standards do not necessarily minimize the extent of future losses.  

 Two-thirds of Vermont floods occur outside the FEMA flood maps.  Because floods cause so 
much damage and the costs to repair damage is so high the Vermont legislature and the Agency 
of Natural Resources looked for ways to make communities more flood resilient.   

 They looked at fluvial erosion of streams with some on-the-ground geomorphic assessments, 
such as in Burke, and defined River Corridor Protection Areas (RCPA) for all Vermont rivers and 
streams.   These RCPAs define the area needed to accommodate a river’s meandering.  

 River Corridors were also defined that include a 50’ vegetative buffer to the RCPA since a RCPA 
only defines the minimum space required to accommodate lateral movement of a stream 
channel, but provides no riparian buffer to promote streambank stability.  

 Perennial streams with a drainage area of less than two square miles do not have an RCPA 
defined. Rather, they simply consist of a 50 foot vegetation buffer measured from the top of the 
streambank. 

 Incentives were created for towns to adopt revised flood regulations.  Previously when a town 
lost any public infrastructure in a federally declared disaster FEMA paid 75% and the state 
covered 12.5%.  The state amount dropped to 7.5% in October, 2014.  However, a town can still 
get the 12.5% if it: 

1. Participates in FEMA flood insurance 
2. Updates an Emergency Operation Plan 
3. Has a local Hazard Mitigation plan 
4. Adopts the current Vermont Road and Bridge standards 

 

In addition, if a town adopts River Corridors as part of the flood hazard regulation strategy the state 
will cover 17.5% of the overall cost (or 70% of the required match.) 
 
As a result of the revised flood regulation review: 
1. Alison will ask ANR for clarification of §505 (3) that allows for Administrative Review by the 

Administrative Officer (ZA) for several activities in the hazard area including “Non-substantial 
improvements”. 



 

 

2. The revised flood regulations can now be incorporated into the final draft of a revised Burke 
Zoning and Subdivision Bylaw; however, Dave expressed that he may not support a 50’ riparian 
buffer around the RCPAs.  To address this concern a list of E911 locations in the RCPA and in the 
RCPA+50’ buffer was distributed.  The PC members were encouraged to review these locations 
and to look at the interactive GIS maps on www.burkevermont.org/rivercorridors.php to get a 
comprehensive picture of the FEMA flood maps, River Corridors, and the impacted E911 
locations. 

3. Doug Gimler asked a question about the operational administration of the revised flood 
regulations.  Section §504 describes a process for handling uncertainty regarding FEMA maps and River 
Corridor boundaries.  He also suggested that to help ensure that permit applicants are aware of flood 
regulations and boundaries something be added to the permit application. 

4. There was agreement that a public outreach be initiated by holding a public meeting regarding the revised 
flood regulations and that a letter invitation to the meeting be send to the E911 addresses within the 
River Corridors.  The public meeting will also be warned accordingly.  

 
Other Business 

Doug mentioned that the Selectboard asked him to request that the Planning Commission gather 

information for a Parking Ordinance and suggest a change to the Vendor Permit Ordinance that would 

require the DRB to process any request for more than one vendor on any property. 

 

Zoning Administrator Update 
Doug had nothing specific to report. 
 
Mail 
No mail 
 
Minutes 
June, 2015 meeting minutes were reviewed.  Keith motioned that the minutes be accepted as written.  
Carlos seconded the motion.  All voted to approve. 
 
Adjourn 
Carlos motioned to adjourn.  Dave seconded the motion.  All voted to approved.  The meeting adjourned 
at approximately 8 PM. 
 
Al Duey 
Acting Planning Commission Secretary 

http://www.burkevermont.org/rivercorridors.php

