
 

 

Town of Burke 

Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 

August 14, 2014 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:04 PM. 
 

Members Present:  Carlos Bean, James Bentley, Candace Dane, Al Duey, Chris Hibshman, and 
Dave Ormiston. 
 
Visitors: Doug Gimler 
 
Zoning Administrator Update 
Nothing to report.  
 
Old Business 
Mike Mathers requested an update regarding his previous request to the planning commission 
about changing the Burke subdivision and zoning bylaw to permit a campground on his 
property in East Burke.  He was informed that the PC was going to recommend a bylaw change 
to remove the requirement for a minimum 10 acre lot size because we felt that the current 
state law regarding campgrounds would govern the size of the area needed and that there was 
not support on the PC for adding a campground as an allowed use within the Village Mixed Use 
(VMU) districts.  The VMU districts basically include the villages of West and East Burke.   
 
Mike asked what his options were to allow a campground on his property.  The options 
mentioned were to submit a permit application that the DRB could review or to go through a 
formal process to change the bylaw.  The process requires a petition signed by 5% of Burke 
registered voters for a specific bylaw change that would then result in the change being 
handled just like any other bylaw revision.  This would include at least one public hearing by the 
planning commission followed by a public hearing by the selectboard and then a vote by either 
the selectboard or a public vote to approve or disapprove the bylaw revision. 
 
Any additional changes to the most recent bylaw updates that included all revisions previously 
reviewed and approved, and highlighted in yellow to make reviewing the revisions easier, were 
addressed.   

 Carlos expressed his concern about not being able to temporarily park a recreational vehicle 
for servicing per the requirements in §410. Recreational Vehicles.  It was agreed that the 
requirements were meant for the permanent parking of a vehicle and not temporary 
parking; however, to clarify it Candace motioned to revise the wording to include the word 
permanently, as follows.  

 
“The owner of a recreational vehicle may permanently park it on his or her own 
property, in the rear or side yards, provided the recreational vehicle is not closer than 
ten (10) feet to any lot line or fifty-five (55) feet from the centerline of the roadway.” 



 

 

Chris seconded the motion. Five voted to approve the new wording and Dave 
abstained.  The motion carried to approve the bylaw revision. 

 

 §706. Open Space Standards under Planned Unit Development were considered to be too 
confusing as written.  It was agreed in general that a PUD should include some amount of 
open space and that a PUD that exceeds a specified level of open space should be eligible 
for a density bonus.  Al will request assistance from NVDA to help research and rewrite to 
clarify the PUD open space standards.  

 
At the next PC meeting the plan and tentative schedule for informing the public, and specifically 
land owners in defined flood areas, about proposed changes to Burke Flood Hazard Area 
regulations. 
 
New Business 
None 
 
Minutes 
Minutes from the June meeting were not available at the meeting.  They will be addressed at 
the next meeting. 
 
Adjourn.  Candace motioned to adjourn, Chris seconded the motion and all approved.  Meeting 
adjourned at 7:04 PM 
 
 
Al Duey 
Acting Planning Commission Secretary 
 


