
 

 

Town of Burke 

Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 

September 11, 2014 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:04 PM. 
 

Members Present:  Carlos Bean, James Bentley, Al Duey, Chris Hibshman, and Dave Ormiston. 
 
Visitors: None 
 
Zoning Administrator Update 
Doug Gimler not in attendance 
 
Old Business 

 The PUD Open Space Standards and Density Bonus sections of the revised bylaw were 
discussed.  It was agreed that the open space requirement for a Planned Unit Development 
(PUD) that is not within the Scenic Conservation Overlay (SCO) should remain the same as 
the currently approved bylaw.  The current bylaw requires “…the permanent retention in 
open space of the undeveloped portions of the development parcel” as “…approved by the 
Development Review Board”.  Therefore a minimum required amount of open space is not 
specifically defined but rather is determined based on the DRB’s review of the PUD and 
Subdivision (If applicable) Standards. 
 
The revised Bylaw requires that any subdivision of land within the SCO that creates 2 or 
more new lots will be reviewed as a PUD.  After considerable discussion it was agreed that 
any PUD within the SCO shall require a minimum of 60% of the gross area be reserved as 
designated open space. 
 
It was agreed that a Density Bonus of up to 50% for Open Space could be awarded by the 
DRB as an incentive to encourage more open space if: 

o A PUD outside of the SCO designates at least 50% of the gross area as open 
space. 

o A PUD within the SCO designates at least 80% of the gross area as open space. 
 

 The change to bylaw section §410-Recreational Vehicles approved at the August planning 
commission meeting was discussed and no further changes were suggested.  The 
recommended change was to revise the wording to include the word permanently, as 
follows.  

 
“The owner of a recreational vehicle may permanently park it on his or her own 
property, in the rear or side yards, provided the recreational vehicle is not closer than 
ten (10) feet to any lot line or fifty-five (55) feet from the centerline of the roadway.” 
 



 

 

 Revised flood regulations were again not reviewed because we have yet to receive the 
required approval from the Vermont Agency of Natural Resources.  The approval request 
was made months ago.  This delay has also delayed the plan and tentative schedule for 
informing the public, and specifically land owners in defined flood hazard areas, about 
proposed changes to Burke Flood Hazard Area regulations. 

 
Other Business 

 Mark Maghini, on behalf of the conservation commission, provided numerous comments 
and suggestions regarding the revised bylaw.  Each of Mark’s comments were reviewed as 
well as answers to many of them that were provided by Alison Low from NVDA.  A response 
to Mark’s comments will be sent to him. 

 NVDA has requested planning commission input for the build out analysis they will be doing 
for the potential impact of EB-5 projects on Burke.  This discussion is planned for the 
October meeting. 

 The Selectboard has asked for recommendations regarding bylaw and/or ordinances 
changes pertaining to vacation rental properties.  Information as to how other towns 
address vacation rentals is currently being collected.  

 Doug Gimler previously requested a review of the bylaw regarding what permit applications 
the Administrative Officer/Zoning Administrator can approve without needing DRB 
approval.  It was decided that section §806. Site Plan Review (2) in the revised bylaw be 
changed as follows.  
 
“No zoning permit shall be issued by the Administrative Officer for any permitted use or 
structure except for one- and two-unit dwellings those authorized within this bylaw until 
the Development Review Board grants site plan approval…” 
 
Doug and the DRB will asked to review and comment on this proposed change. 

 
Minutes 
June minutes could not be approved due to not having a quorum of attendees who were 
present at the June meeting.  The minutes will be addressed at the next meeting. 
 
August meeting minutes were reviewed.  Chris motioned that the minutes be accepted as 
written.  James seconded.  All voted to approve. 
 
Adjourn 
Dave motioned to adjourn, Chris seconded the motion and all approved.  Meeting adjourned at 
7:52 PM 
 
 
Al Duey 
Acting Planning Commission Secretary 
 


