
Burke Planning Commission Meeting: 11.09.17 Minutes 

 

Present: James Bentley, Sean Montague, Abigail Montgomery, Valerie Desmarais 

Guest: Erik Phillips-Nania 

Meeting called to order by James. 

James made a motion to approve the minutes of the October 12th meeting; minutes were 

approved. 

Valerie introduced herself and gave a brief biography. 

James updated the group; the Town Plan was approved by The Selectboard at their 

11/6/17 meeting. 

James will submit the Zoning By-Laws to the Selectboard. 

Erik suggests that it would be helpful for each individual property owner to get notice if 

they are in a flood plan. Such a notice would reduce the towns liability. It was also noited 

that the zoning by-laws need to be approved for FEMA coverage in the occurrence of a 

flood event. 

The Zoning Administrator applications were discussed. The Selectboard has the final say, 

consequently all 4 resumes will be sent to the Selectboard for their review and final 

decision. 

Abbie shared information about Health Impact Assessments via the Health Department  

( VT) Abbie will forward to James and Erik and they will get it in front of the Traffic and 

Trails Committee. "How might a bike path effect the health of the community?"  

Abbie shared information from the federal EPA regarding "Local Food Tool Kits" 

All agreed that this is worth further exploration as a great link for the Senior Meal Site or 

the school. 

11/14 One Burke Trails Committee /Pedestrian Task Force: Discussion of language for 

the town plan re: pedestrian safety. 

* Makes East Burke Safer 



* Establish a connecting trail 

*Speed in town and environs was discussed - what does it take to get speed limits 

reduced and /or enforced?  More state police coverage / a constable? 

* Can the committee share the timeline for the Priority Action Steps?  

Chris Emmons is the point person for this. 

Erik opened a discussion regarding the possibility of amended zoning for agricultural 

pursuits, with specific reference to carbon sequestration. What might this look like? Erik 

will continue his research and get back to the board with his ideas. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:30. 

Submitted by Valerie Desmarais 


