
Burke Selectboard Meeting 
November 1, 2021 

Burke Community Building 
Phone:  802-467-3717 

 

Members Present: Ford Hubbard, Joe Allard, Christine Emmons, Linda H Corey, Mike Harris 

Visitors: Abigail Montgomery, Tiaan Van der Linde, Sheriff Dept, James Hemond, Winston Newland, 

Zoom: Susan Pierce 

Christine opened meeting at 5:00 P.M. 

Review of October 4, 2021 minutes, Chris asked for a motion, Joe motioned/ Ford seconded, Minutes 

accepted as written. 

James Hemond from the Caledonia Sheriff Dept., attended to check in with the town in regard to their 

contract. He gave an update of where the radar cart has been placed which gives information on speeds, 

time & number of cars going by.   They can get a report that gives them an idea of the times when 

speeding occurs.  Speeding is a problem on every road in all the towns. They do try to be visible when 

they are patrolling. They do the backroads also.  He said occasionally he has been approached by a 

resident with concerns. He recommends them to talk to Selectboard who will let the sheriff’s 

department know of the concerned area.   The board asked for as much coverage as their staff will allow 

and to enforce speed with violations vs giving warnings. Speeding in the villages is the greatest concern 

but asked for continued patrols on back roads as well. The town also contracts with VSP but their 

staffing is low too. 

Winston Newland from Newark Street, has concerns on the way the roads are being graded and the 

work that is being done. He wondered who oversees what is being done.   He feels Taxpayers money is 

being wasted, because of the roads not being fixed correctly and this is why in a few days later you see 

runoff onto someone’s property. The Selectboard thanked Mr. Newland for his concerns and said they 

will look into this and will talk to Alan May who is with the state on this issue. The board noted that in 

general they are happy with conditions but will recommend improving skills with classes for grading and 

running the equipment. 

Abigail Montgomery and Tiaan Van der Linde presented a letter outlining their and neighbor’s concerns 

and suggestions for the Burke Hollow Intersection. Speeding is big concern. It doesn’t seem safe to walk 

on the roads, safely.  The board has hired Ruggles Engineers to look at this for a new design that will 

create a safer flow of traffic. For now maybe more signage can be put up. 

Chris signed the change order for Victory Road with Pike to add placing shoulder material. 

Joe would like to see a maintenance schedule with the trucks and equipment. Mike will work with Dave 

on this. 

Chris would like to see roadside mowing put out to bid next year, to allow the road crew to have time to 

work on road projects. There are some high priority projects on the roads that should be fixed to meet 

state stormwater permit.  Mike & Dave will meet with Doug Morton on Grants in Aid and Allen May of 

Better Roads for advice and grants. 



Road Foreman’s Report: Dave didn’t attend the meeting, but sent in his report for the month: 

 They have finished spreading gravel on the Burke Green Road to Newark Town Line. 

 Victory road was paved on October 21, 2021. 

 Pike will doing the shoulders. 

 Backhoe has been fixed by Tim Aldrich 

 Trucks in good shape and ready for winter 

 Trucks getting inspected at Pepin’s this month 

 Spot grading continues 

 Upgraded a failed 12’ culvert on Flower Brook Road to 18”. 

 Meeting with Doug Morton to discuss grant projects 

Town administrator Report: 

Recycling has been cleaned up and seems to be going good. Curbside is also going along good. We are 

no longer taking plastic bags of any type and no black plastic in the single stream. 

Walker road still isn’t finished yet.  It still needs gravel. Mike has contacted George Wagner, is waiting 

for an answer. Suggested a board member call. 

Gutters have been finished on the recycling and Town office. 

Bulky day is now finished for the year, Last one had 19 people. 

Household hazard waste was in Coventry on Oct 23, 2021.  Mike took some stuff up that was left at the 

recycling. 

Hayden Crossing Bridge should be opened very soon. The District will pave railroad crossing for a 

temporary fix until next spring when they can be fixed correctly. 

Zoning Administration Report 

Tom Williamson is cleaning up the burnt out house on RT 5A, that is owned by Rick Schwag. Fines are 

still accumulating each day, until it is cleaned up. 

The apartment building at 45 VT RT 5A has had the deck started for the fire egress, not completed yet. 

Howard Bailey still waiting for court date. 

Mike has contacted Alison Low from NVDA to help the planning commission with their roles, as planning 

members.  Two more members are needed. The meeting time will be changed to the third Wednesday 

of the month at 6:00 for Alison to attend.  They also need to renew the village destination center by 

March 2022. 

Rural Edge will be closing on the Burkeland Property (Pilgrim Manor owned by Hendersons) on 

Wednesday.  

ARPA Fund Money the town will receive is 265,135.26 this year and the same amount for next year. 

There are still a lot of unknowns on how to use the money. There is a meeting Nov 18, 2021, which Joe 

and Chris will attend.  



Chris read a letter from Val Desmarais, who is resigning from the Planning Board. A motion was made to 

was accepted with regret. Joe/Chris. 

No other business,  

The board signed the accounts payable, the recycling wage increases, the road access permits. 

Chris asked for a motion to close the meeting, Joe seconded, Meeting adjourned 7:30 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted,  Linda Hackett-Corey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


