
Burke Planning Commission 

November 17, 2020 

"Hybrid Meeting" : Zoom and Community Building attendees: 

Present: Keith Clark, Valerie Desmarais, Sean Montague, Todd Vendituoli 

Mike Harris: Town Manager and Zoning Administrator. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:04.  

Todd reports that he will be "zooming" from home rather than the community building going forward, 

due to the uptick in Covid cases locally.  

Meeting minutes from October were reviewed and passed as written.  

Re: article 306 / #2 Lighting: Keith explained some of the different types of light and light sources. 

He noted that light wattage can be equal but that the quality of the light differs. He suggested that we 

measure light at different sites and determine a threshold or tolerance. We can then determine a lumen 

figure that is a quantitative number. Potential violators can grieve this number and process through the 

DRB as necessary. 

We will need a light meter, once we have a light meter we can set up a timeline for site visits.  

Fire damaged buildings were discussed; burnt out buildings are a safety hazard and at this time, the 

owner has one calendar year to clean up. Can this process be accelerated? Can the perimeter of burned 

out buildings be secured? There are some timeline requirements for insurance purposes. This issue 

needs to be addressed and have the dates quantified. Is a  30 day period allowable to at least deal with 

debris and to secure a perimeter? We could add a clause for extenuating circumstances with obvious 

and clear language of what is allowed and what must be taken care of.  E.g.; if the insurance company 

has settled with the owner, they have "X" number of days to clean  up the structure. This wording will 

be addresses at the Dec. meeting. 

Abutters Definition: "across from" and "next to" are generally recognized as abutters, what about 

waterways and ponds....we can craft a more specific definition which would then be processed by the 

DRB to add to the town plan. Todd asked for abutter definitions to be discussed at the Dec. meeting. 

Code of Ethics document: Todd will send a template. 

Todd invites members to bring other issues as we all see different things around town. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:06. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Valerie Desmarais 

  


