
Burke Select Board Meeting Minutes 

Burke Community Building 

212 School Street 

West Burke, Vermont 

11.02.20 

 

Select Board Members Present: Christine Emmons, Ford Hubbard, Joe Allard 

Town Clerk: Linda Hackett - Corey 

Zoning Administrator and Town Manager: Mike Harris 

Road Foreman: Dave Kaufman 

Assistant to the Selectboard: Valerie Desmarais 

Guest: Tony Curtis 

Meeting called to order at 5:01. 

Dave Kaufman gave the road foreman report: 

All the trucks are in winter mode and ready to go. 

There is an older flail mower that has been in the town shed for over 10 years. David Deth is interested in it and will pay 

$300 for it. There is unanimous agreement to sell it. 

Sugarhouse Road: The crew is probably not going to be able to do the work at Floyd and Elaine Willey’s this season. 

It will be priority in the Spring - 2021. Ford suggests that Dave go up with a partial load of gravel and the backhoe and fill 

in the grade for their driveway. 

There are issues on Maple Lane from work that was done by the Fire District. Dan Davis and Gary Leach are busy and it’s 

challenging to communicate with them. Dave has an estimate from Pike for pavement to bring the road up to grade 

($200 per ton). It would cost about $12,000 to bring the road up to grade. The Fire District has a process to get bills 

approved and it is lengthy. Dave recommends that the road get stabilized for the winter with some gravel and finalize 

this in the spring. Dave will “rough it in” with stay-matt and will work through the process with the Fire District for their 

portion. 

Dave will keep track of this. 

Joe Lund (new hire) started 10.26.20. 

Dave Frizzell offered to be on call for plowing and other work, he was foreman for the East Haven Road Crew and has a 

lot of experience. 

Walker Road: There are no special permits needed for Walker Road work; there are 50 acres that need to drain, that will 

require a 30” culvert. Approximate costs have been worked up, 20k for materials and 24k for excavating and labor. The 

town will still need to gravel and grade this. Some discussion ensued about the history and the actual agreement that 

was struck many years ago. Ford feels we need a more specific plan with details, but in the interim a tentative 

agreement is necessary to put the funds into the budget. The residents need a good idea of the estimated costs. An 

agreement can be generated with the percentages to be paid by the  Walker Road group and the town. The ditching and 

the culverts are the most time consuming, an excavator is necessary. This is a springtime 2021 project. Best practice 

would be to complete the work all at once rather than piecemeal. Ford suggests that a master plan is written up, with 

dollar amounts and a time line. Once there is a detailed plan, the project can be put out for bids, Mike will reach out to 

3-5 reputable contractors.  

Dave and Mike will meet with Shauna Clifford (Vermont Transportation Agency) to make sure that specs are met on any 

bridge improvements. If there is substantial work to be done state assistance may be available. 

 

 



 

Mike gave the Zoning Administrator report:  

Mike is still working on an agreement regarding the Kevin Lajoie property. 

Mike gave a final verbal warning to Howard Bailey, he has been sent letters and fines.  

 

Mike gave the Town Administrator report:  

The baler piston cylinder is leaking, Mike and Sam removed it and Mike will bring to Littleton to repair. 

The recycle trailer is at Bean’s for repairs. 

The Permit Fee Schedule and the Rubbish and Bulky Day fees were presented; both schedules will be reviewed at the 

December SB meeting. 

E. Darling Hill Road: the bid process has been initiated for the early bid package for a culvert at the top of the hill, bids 

are due by 11.30.20. Another set of updated easement letters have gone out. The full project should go out to bid soon, 

checking with VHB for a date. 

Burke rec’d a one-year grant from the State of Vermont for a public wi-fi hotspot for the Community Building. A gazebo 

for the lawn was mentioned as a possibility to have an outdoor space to work in.  

The Memorial bench at Burke Green Cemetery has been installed. 

Mike wants to get the fence-line cleaned up at The Meeting House. He is waiting for folks to get back to him about retro-

fitting the windows, some inside work and gutters. 

The East Burke park has some dead and dying trees that need to be taken care of and the Teeter Totter needs to be 

repaired. 

East Burke speed signs: the light from the signs should not impact the nearby residences. Mike is working through the 

steps to get this installed.  

The curb cut at Victory Road is very large, this can be amended to reduce the amount of asphalt needed to repave. 

Mike met with Stephanie Smith, FEMA. There may be grant money for the culverts at Burke Hollow Road and Pete’s 

Pond, as well as bridges. If repairing these areas can be shown to mitigate hazards there is funding assistance. 

 

The VT State Police are back to L2 protocol. West Burke is being patrolled as complaints come in. Discussion ensued 

about the ongoing issues in W. Burke with noise, speeding and general disturbance in the Village. Enforcement is 

challenging, deputy sheriffs can be called, and fines can be levied. A noise ordinance could be fashioned using the noise 

decibel  levels for industrial use per the by-laws.  

 

The Board moved into Executive Session at 6:25 to discuss the Burke Mountain tax assessment appeal. 

The meeting re-convened at 7:00 with no action taken. 

A working budget meeting will be scheduled as a separate meeting. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:04. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Valerie Desmarais 

Burke Hollow 

467-3663 

 

 

  

 

 


