
 

 

Town Of Burke 
212 School Street  

West Burke, Vermont  
November 7, 2022 Selectboard Meeting minutes 

 
 

Present: 

Joe Allard, Mark Daigle: Selectboard 

Linda Corey – Hackett: Town Clerk 

Cathi Feeley: Town Treasurer 

Dave Kaufman: Road Foreman 

Mike Harris: Zoning Administrator 

James Sullivan: Town Manager 

Guests: Travis Courser (Burke Drift Skippers) Matt Krajeski (NEMC: Burke Assessor) John Kascenka, Kevin Blais, Kate 

Wanner, Cathie Wheeler, Dana Gray (Caledonian Record) Crystal Drew, Silas Bolduc, Carla Bloomfield, Brian Bloomfield, 

Chris Manges, Tiaan van der Linde, Kevin Blais. 

Addition to the agenda: Kevin Blais 

Special Meeting minutes accepted as written, unanimously approved. 

Minutes for October Select Board meeting accepted as written, unanimously approved 

Travis Courser came before the board to request a more permanent move of the VAST trail. The railroad tracks limit the 
options. Joe voiced concerns re: traffic. Travis reports there may be an option to cross D. Ruggles’s land, but that site 
would need to be excavated and since it is for sale it might take a while to process. Dave Kaufman doesn’t have any 
objections and asked if they can continue to explore a re-route. Some discussion ensued about what the changes entail, 
it can take 2 years to get the necessary approvals. The board approved this for another year. 

Matt Krajeski: Errors and Omissions: 

Boyden Bet LLC at Garden Drive, Darling Hill : property was 16 acres, now divided into 2 lots (8.3 acres sold to Audet in 
April of 2021) and should be reduced by 8.3 acres and adjusted to a parcel of 7.7 acres. 

New England Power Co.:( various locations) create a new parcel for a communication equipment. 

Wendy H. Bean and James A Sullivan: combine contiguous parcels at 225 Washburn Road for total acreage of 
approximately 23.9. 

Cathi asked about a timeline and a new tax bill for the power company property. Matt confirmed that is the case and 
will be forthcoming. 

Joe motioned for acceptance, Mark seconded, approved as presented. 

John Kascenka: Came before the board to describe the influx of visitors to the area, and that many are coming with 
electric vehicles. These folks must travel to St. Johnsbury to find public charging stations – is the town interested in 
identifying a site for a charging station? There are various models, and drivers pay at the site. John is willing to “do some 
homework” and come back before the board. Joe Kasparzac, Town Manager for St. Johnsbury has offered assistance to 
the process. Various locations were discussed, all yet to be determined. James Sullivan will look for grant money and be 
in touch with John K. 

Kate Wanner of the Trust for Public Land: came before the board Re: Willy Woods / Review and approval of property 
closing, funding and management plans. All the “due diligence” work has been submitted to the town attorney, the 
ARPA funding, the conservation easement, the MOU and the management plan. There is no forest management plan in 



 

 

place for 2023, Matt Langlais will be working on this. Meadowlands can access the forest in the event of any 
emergencies. Cathi wonders about a binding vote, since approved by the selectboard it is considered binding. 

Dave gave the road foreman’s report: trucks are inspected, Hollow Road is paved and shoulder work will be done before 
snow flies. Carter Road is almost done, culvert work done on Sugarhouse Road, spot grading as weather permits. Leaf 
Blowing is ongoing, new ton truck is at the dealer and is scheduled for the new body in mid-March, the 10-wheeler is 
due mid-December. Salt shed has been shored up. New road signage should be in and done by the end of the week. 
Dave is wondering about a place to store smaller equipment (hydro-seeder, grader, etc.,) should be kept out of the 
weather. Can part of the recycle building be considered? The sand screener hinges need welding. Joe wonders about a 
formal schedule for equipment maintenance. Joe described a system that might work relative to hours on the engines. 
Dave and James will work on this – Joe offered a template from his time in the Coast Guard that might be helpful. 

James Sullivan gave the Town Administrator Report: Town activities are shifting into winter mode, he described the 
work done on the salt shed wall. Salt is due for delivery soon. Dave and James are exploring salt options in the event that 
a rail strike impacts availability. The Meetinghouse spire was painted, and George Frank replaced some window molding. 

Cross Engineering : have been active with a review of the site of new town garage and potential building challenges. 
James has submitted an application to be the project manager. 

James attended a meeting with concerned residents of Burke Hollow, ideas were brainstormed regarding the traffic and 
safety. James felt it was worthwhile. Parents of new drivers are concerned about their children crossing the intersections 
in Burke Hollow. Bringing all the traffic to a complete stop was proposed. Joe noted that the Ruggles Engineering visit 
mentioned more stop signs. Cutting brush to improve visibility is still a goal.  

Mike gave the ZA report: Building permit requests have been steady. Mike is still focused on the Howard Bailey court 
case. There was another site visit – 15 unregistered vehicles are still on the property, there is a pre-trial conference 
scheduled for the 22nd and possibly the 23rd as necessary. Mr. Bailey has the opportunity to get his property cleaned up 
prior to that date, per the agreement. 

There is a hearing on the Rick Schwag properties: Mr. Schwag has failed to attain Fire Marshall clearance and was not 
cleared with the DRB for permitting as an apartment dwelling. There will be a timeline and dates to get this 
accomplished set at this hearing. 

Correspondence from Linda Britt to use the Community Building on 12/25 /22 for a Holiday gathering. Joe and Mark 
unanimously agreed to this. 

Kevin Blais: Added to the agenda. Mark explained that getting added to the selectboard agenda needs to be done by 
noon on  the Friday before the meeting. Mr. Blais will meet with James, Mark and Joe for further discussion.  

Tiaane van der Linde: Came before the board; he did an informal survey of the average age of the residents in Burke 
Hollow. The trend is that there are more children and more pedestrians too. Joe concurs that safety in Burke Hollow is of 
great concern and that everyone is taking the matter seriously.   
 
With no other business before the board the meeting adjourned at 6:35. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Valerie Desmarais 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 


