
Burke Selectboard Meeting 
October 4, 2021 

Burke Community Building 
212 School Street 

West Burke, VT 05871 
 

 

Present: Christine Emmons, Ford Hubbard, Joe Allard 

Mike Harris, Linda Corey Hackett, Cathi Feeley, Valerie Desmarais 

Guest: Matt Krajeski, New England Municipal Consultants, Burke’s contracted town assessor (via ZOOM ) 

At 5:00 Christine called the Public Hearing to order to discontinue TH 20. Mike reported that he has spoken with the 

residents of the area and there are no issues with throwing up of the road. There was no further discussion and no 

public commentary. Christine closed the hearing at 5:03. 

The SB meeting commenced at 5:03. The minutes of the Sept. meeting were reviewed and approved as written. 

Matt Krajeski via Zoom appeared before the SB for an Errors and Omission correction at 275 Glenwood Estates.  An 

unlanded mobile home owned by Philip Vanasse, assessed at 33k; the record was supposed to be amended, the trailer 

was sold and is no longer at that site. Matt is asking to deactivate the record and remove this property from the grand 

list. It was clarified that the property taxes for the land, owned by owned by Trek Communities are assessed separately. 

Joe moved to accept this motion, Christine seconded. This parcel is closed under the Errors and Omissions clause. 

Abby Montgomery was not able to make the meeting, but conversation did ensue re: the intersections at Burke Hollow. 

Mike wonders about having the VHB re-design the entire intersection, he thinks that there may be grant money 

available for improving safety there. Joe noted that traffic is moving faster all the time; and vehicles speed right up Sugar 

House Road from Burke Hollow Road without slowing. There is a lot of shrubbery and growth that impedes visibility, 

including within the triangle that separates Brook Road and Sugarhouse Road, which the town did recently trim. 

Christine wonders about if a local engineer can be consulted, it may be worth reaching out to Tim Ruggles as he has 

familiarity with the area. Everyone agrees that the intersections there need improvement.  

Dave sent the Road Foremen’s Report in lieu of presenting in-person: 

1. The upper portion of East Darling Hill was prepared and paved.   

2. Victory road has been prepped for paving including a 15" driveway culvert, 18" cross culvert and a large 48" culvert at 
the bottom of the road needed replacement along with some ditching. 

3. The repair on the freightliner is not finished they put old parts back on to at least make the truck usable until 
transmission cooler comes in - estimate for part is now the first week of Nov.  The repair not including the transmission 
cooler so far is roughly $15,000  

4. New gravel has been spread on Burke Green Rd. up to Carter Rd. if time allows we will continue to the Newark town 
line. 

5. Grading continues.  

6. Blowing leaves from ditches has started. 

7. Culvert on the hollow road has been replaced by Matthew's job went very well and came out great. 

8. Walker road hydroseeding has been done. Wagner still needs to put gravel down.  

9. Victory road paving looks to be the 3rd week of October. 



Christine mentioned that there might have been a better way to alert the citizens about the road closure on The Hollow 

Road. The closure was mentioned on the radio and on Facebook’s Burke Community Forum; Mike sent an email but 

people were still uninformed. Christine noted that the school, fire and rescue should be contacted directly. 

Ford noted that the road shoulders at the top of East Darling are very steep and should be shaped. Pike is scheduled to 

do that work, but their shoulder crew is behind schedule. Christine wonders if the paperwork indicates whose 

responsibility the shoulder work is. Christine also noted that the bike lane is very narrow, it was supposed to be 5’. 

Christine asked Mike to follow up and see who authorized the change? We got the grant for a 5’ bike lane, and that is 

what is in the design. Mike noted that the driveway into the Art Cache needs review and repair. Mike is in conversation 

with the owners and considering options to mitigate the situation. 

Ford also reported that the new paving on a section of Maple Lane does not allow for any drainage.  

The Victory Road paving work is scheduled for mid to late October, Christine notes that this should be weather 

dependent. If it’s too cold and not conducive to paving, there is consensus that the job should wait until spring. 

Joe is concerned about the cost of the Freightliner repairs; they reviewed the itemized bills from McDevitt’s Truck, Inc. 

Ford wonders if this work can be bid out? Mike explained that the technicalities of the big trucks are very detailed and 

require specific diagnostics. 

A “School Bus Stop” sign is being requested at the “Top of Burke Hill”; the student must cross the road to board the bus, 

and sight distance is limited. Linda will order the signs and follow up with the road crew.  

The new culvert on Burke Hollow Road needs more gravel where it meets the road to Wagner’s pit.  

Mike gave the Town Administrators report: 

The recycling building roof is done. Worth’s is scheduled to repair the gutters and the seals around the doors. 

The rubbish container will be swapped out with the gable top container in the next week or so, an electronics load went, 

and a load of cardboard is imminent.  About 7 tons have been shipped out. With everything gone, it will be easier to 

track. Everything has been swept and is coming along nicely. Joe suggested that the 1-ton truck and trailer can be put in 

the last bay in the building for wintertime storage. 

Ford noted that the 1-ton truck could benefit from sideboards and then can put more cardboard on and save them a 

trip.  

Bulky Day is October 16. Hazardous Waste Day in Coventry is 10.23. 

Garbage truck is getting winterized next week. 

Walker Road needs to be finished; we are waiting on George Wagner to place gravel. 

Hayden Crossing has a Nov.1 deadline to be finished. The railroad crossing needs to be upgraded; Mike will follow up 

with Liz Craffey. There is a hydrant that was going to be replaced; the parts that were shipped are not acceptable; the 

hydrants have been tested and will not be replaced. 

Re: the potential town shed property, there needs to be a meeting soon, grants are being proposed and there are 

timelines. We do not want to be behind the funding opportunities that are available. Christine saw a nice hoop style 

salt/sand shed building in Mendon that functions very well and is low maintenance. Joe would like a professional 

assessment on the current town garage site to determine its’ viability as a site or not. Mike will work on getting a 

meeting scheduled asap. 

Mike brought up a “Text my Gov” company proposal; how does the SB feel about this? It is 2k annually; there can be 

text alerts incoming and outgoing, there is a dedicated number for this reportage. Christine wonders what other towns 

are using the service; how do we make sure the technology works in our area? Mike will continue to explore this. 



ARPA funds: NVDA sent a survey, how are towns planning on spending the ARPA monies? Annie McClean (RPC=Regional 

Planning Commission) is the contact person and there are workshops and general information available; she and 

Christine are going to review generalities; can Cathi and Mike join in? Spring of 2022 is when plans and proposals are 

due. 

Mike is wondering about incorporating budget meetings into the SB meetings, the general feeling is that the budget 

meetings should be scheduled separately. 

Mike gave the zoning report: there was a court hearing with Rick Schwag re: the old post office building violations. It was 

continued for 30 days. He and Mike are to have a phone meeting to discuss the violations and to come up with 

resolutions and timelines in the meantime. Fines have been accruing and are up to $73,000 and he also owes back taxes. 

Schwag is also accruing daily fines on the old Murray building ($4500) and there are delinquent taxes on that property as 

well.   

Howard Bailey is scheduled for a pre-trial status conference to plan for the hearing for his zoning violations, there is no 

date set.  

Ford would like to invite the current recycling staff to a SB meeting to discuss their ideas about how to keep the building 

and rubbish collection moving smoothly.  

Other Business: Discuss discontinuance of TH 24 Class 4; this will be continued to the next meeting. SB members would 

like to go and take a look at this road. 

Gator Alley to John Waterman’s: John Waterman is requesting town maintenance on the road. This is a class IV road and 

the law states that is only needs to be passable by 4WD.  Any work would be minor. 

Dog complaint parties Pingree and Cussimanio:  Joe will reach out to Candace Dane and see what else can be done. 

Linda recommended that the dogs be leashed when Mr. Pingree came in to discuss. 

Roadside Memorials: there is state protocol; do we adopt this? Christine made a motion to adopt the roadside memorial 

policy, Joe seconded. Roadside memorials are not to be placed in the town right-of-way. 

Making a Difference Fundraiser – cancelled by the originator. 

Correspondence: NEK Broadband received ARPA grant funds $276,250 to support next steps for broadband build out.  

The Hard Fall Adventure Race: 10-9 & 10.  

Accounts Payable:  

Approve and Sign Accounts Payable Warrant  

Approve and Sign Payroll Warrant 

Approve Cemetery Lot, Overweight Permit, Vendor Permits 

Approve and Sign Liquor License: Bear Den Lounge 

Sign US Geological Survey 
 
Meeting Adjourned: 7:15. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Valerie Desmarais 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


